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“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”

Luke 2:10-11
BEST GIFT EVER. As Christians (and good Sunday School kids), we know the answer to 
this – JESUS! Yes, Jesus.
As we enter this Advent season, a time of waiting for the best gift ever, I invite you to 
reflect on your best gift…can it be contained in a box? Maybe. Maybe you have a memory 
of that perfect gift you asked for when you were a child, and the joy it gave you. Or maybe 
it can’t be contained in a box. Maybe it’s a special memory 
you share with your family, friends or church community.
For some, the best gift ever may be the gift of Hope. 
We’ve all been living through the seeming endless news 
cycle of sexual harassment and sexual exploitation stories 
coming out. It’s sometimes hard to stay hopeful. But that’s 
exactly what we’re called to do as Christians, people who 
were given that BEST GIFT EVER on the first Christmas. 
Christ came to share the good news of Hope and Love for 
all, to suffer with us and bring healing to this broken world.
Read on to see how you might share this message of Hope and Love with others this 
season, sharing your gifts with those in need.
A Call to Action – Super Bowl Kick-off Event January 13, 2018

For those of you reading this in Minnesota, 
the big game is coming to town. Cherish 
All Children, as well as the many service 
providers working every day to end the 
crime of sex trafficking, are being asked, 
“What are you doing about the Super 
Bowl?” We reply that sex trafficking occurs 
365 days a year, and the Super Bowl is 
one event bringing attention to this crime. 
And, that we can support the many efforts 
taking place to curb trafficking before, 
during, and after the big game.

To learn more, and to have an opportunity to sign up for specific volunteer needs around 
the Super Bowl, come to our Event:

A Call to Action – Super Bowl Kick-off
Saturday, January 13, 10am-noon

Lutheran Social Service, 1605 Eustis St., Saint Paul, MN
We’ll hear from Sergeant Grant Snyder of the Minneapolis Police Human Trafficking 
Team, and experts from The Link, Breaking Free, and Streetworks.
To register, click here to or go to Eventbrite.com and search “A Call to Action." 
Registration helps us know how many participants to plan for. It is free, and you can still 
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register at the door.
For questions or more information, email info@cherishchildren.org or call Joy McElroy 
651.207.3357.
Out of state, or not able to attend the Call to Action event? As part of the Super Bowl 
campaign, the Mayo Clinic has set up an online gift registry of personal necessities to help 
victims of sex trafficking become survivors. The Link service agency will distribute these 
items to people in need. Watch a short video about this Here, or go directly to the link to 
Give.
The Super Bowl and Sex Trafficking: Myth vs. Reality
Every year, the host city for the Super Bowl prepares for an influx of sports fans and 
prepares for every eventuality. Invariably, citizens of those cities begin to voice concern 
about an increase in sex trafficking and urge city leaders to crack down on buyers, sellers, 
and people who provide sex.
What is the reality? Do Super Bowls increase the market for sex trafficking in the host 
city? In preparation for the 2018 Super Bowl, The Women’s Foundation of Minnesota
asked researchers at the University of Minnesota to review scholarly literature on the 
connection between Super Bowls and sex trafficking, as well as a review of media 
coverage related to this issue. The researchers then highlighted concerns, and made 
recommendations for advance planning for the 2018 Super Bowl in Minneapolis.
The study found that Super Bowls do generate an increase in the number of online ads for 
commercial sex, but so do other large public events, like sporting events, trade shows and 
holiday weekends to name a few. There is an uptick in sex advertising, but it does not 
appear to be very large. The authors emphasize that the Super Bowl is a “unique 
opportunity to spotlight a normally hidden issue and engage men in anti-trafficking 
activities. Another salient message could be that sex trafficking is not a one-time event.”
So while it's difficult to quantify the actual increase in sex trafficking during the Super 
Bowl, it provides an excellent opportunity to increase public awareness and engage the 
community in education and prevention. The Women’s Foundation of Minnesota is 
working with 40 anti-trafficking agencies, advocates, law enforcement, businesses, and 
victims/survivors to achieve the following goals:

l Offer enhanced services (additional shelter beds, expanded drop-in center services 
and staffing) for sex trafficking victims in Minnesota.

l Train hotel and transportation workers in identifying the signs of sex trafficking.
l Conduct a public education campaign to build awareness and create new allies.
l Develop a replicable model to use during future large events in this community and 

to share with other cities.

Cherish All Children is encouraging congregations and individuals to participate in the 
many volunteer opportunities to support advocates and agencies engaged in anti-
trafficking. See “A Call to Action – Super Bowl Kick-Off Event" in this newsletter.
National Human Trafficking Awareness Month and Day
January is National Human Trafficking Awareness Month (NHTAM) and it is a good 
opportunity to educate your congregation, your community and your friends about 
trafficking and assess what you are doing to prevent it. You can also use National Human 
Trafficking Awareness Day (January 11) to engage your community in awareness building 
actions.
A quick Internet search offers a huge variety of ideas and resources for observing 
NHTAM, along with the Blue Campaign’s “Wear Blue Day” materials for increasing 
awareness and pledging solidarity.

1. Post a something daily on Facebook or Twitter with the hashtag 
#EndHumanTrafficking to raise awareness.

2. Hold a community round table. Join community partners at “rotating tables” to share 
information about human trafficking and efforts to combat it.
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3. Invite members of local law enforcement, human rights groups, your state’s anti-
trafficking task force, or others working to prevent trafficking to speak at a forum in 
your church.

4. Write an article for your church newsletter.
5. Host a movie night for youth and their parents.
6. Visit the Polaris Project for information about petitions, laws, and other ways to take 

action.
7. Check out the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services website for Bible studies 

and other awareness building activities.
8. Add this prayer from our Lenten Prayer Series to your prayers of the people: 

Gracious God, we pray for children around the world who are exploited by 
traffickers. Free them from this injustice and give them new opportunities for joy, 
health, and education. Change the hearts, minds and behaviors of those who 
exploit them. Help us see our role in preventing exploitation.

This is an awareness campaign, so use it to learn more about trafficking and find ways to 
educate others about the facts of sex trafficking. Call Cherish All Children if we can help 
you find resources.
The Many ways We Give

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8

We are blessed. Blessed with your good work in this long journey toward protecting our 
children and youth from exploitation. Blessed with your prayers. Blessed with your gifts.
We couldn’t do this without you. It is through community that we are strengthened and 
refreshed. Here are some of the ways congregations and individuals have supported the 
work of Cherish All Children:

l Lake Nokomis Lutheran and Our Saviour’s, Minneapolis, MN holds up Cherish 
All Children as Mission of the Month in their congregations.

l The Women’s group of Christ on Capitol Hill, St. Paul, MN gave special 
offerings at mid and end of year.

l One of our supporter’s Tennis Club has asked to learn more about our 
prevention work and will be making a group donation.

l Thrivent Members – Did you know you can designate your Thrivent Choice dollars 
to Cherish All Children? Many do – and it adds up significantly!

l Valley of Peace Lutheran, Golden Valley, MN holds a Christmas cookie sale each 
year for Cherish All Children, averaging $800 for our ongoing work.

l One of our “Team Cherish All Children” 5K runners held a friends fundraising 
event in her own home, raising $3,000. Amazing!

l Many of You have set up a monthly donation from our website or make a monthly 
payroll deduction – we appreciate this steady stream through the year!

We thank you for these abundant blessings!

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss,
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation."

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1)
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www.cherishallchildren.org
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