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A Call To Men National Conference 
Perspectives from Mike Banks, St. Paul Ministry Team
Joy McElroy and Mike Banks from our St. Paul Area Ministry Team attended A Call To Men National Conference in 
Bloomington, MN. A Call To Men promotes healthy and respectful manhood, and works to end all physical and 
sexual violence against women. CEO Tony Porter points out that if women could end men’s violence on their own 
they would have already done it. With his outstretched arms, he shows on one 
side that only a minority of men commit violence against women. On the other 
side are the majority of good guys who are not violent towards women. He points 
out that too often these good guys don’t do anything to stop or prevent other 
men’s violence towards women. To stop men’s violence we need the good guys to 
hold other men accountable. The more we promote healthy manhood the safer 
women will be.
Men and boys are socialized to be in the “Man Box.” In the “Man Box,” men must 
always be tough, show no emotions or weakness, and cannot ask for help. Men 
operating from the “Man Box” believe women are less valuable than men and 
treat women as property or objects. Men are socialized to move far away from 
traditional women’s characteristics. Boys are taught to never cry or show their 
emotions. Operating from the “Man Box” denies men part of their humanity. A Call To Men teaches men and boys 
to break out of the “Man Box” and the stereotypical way society teaches men to behave. A Call To Men has 
developed a curriculum called “LIVERESPECT: Coaching Healthy and Respectful Manhood” which is free online for 
all to use.
Perspectives from Joy McElroy, St. Paul Prevention Coordinator
A room full of hope and love…
My experience at A Call To Men conference is still hard to fully describe a month later. The world was represented 
in that room of 300+ people – brothers and sisters representing all genders, races, classes, and religions – all 
coming together to work toward healthy manhood and communities free of violence toward women.
CEO Tony Porter urged men to have critical and courageous conversations with other men. He asserted, “We can 
love men and hold them accountable at the same time.”
Dr. Beth Richie, Professor of Criminology, Law and Justice and African American Studies, University of IL-Chicago, 
encourages us to stay open to the ways of love and peace in working toward justice. She states, “Love informs 
radical change in all the work we’re fighting for, rather than just what we’re fighting against.” She suggests that 
violence is a strategy that is used to suppress love. Nicole Matthews, Executive Director of MN Indian Women’s 
Sexual Assault Coalition, shares this understanding in how men are raised. “If men could show their authentic 
selves when they’re hurt, it wouldn’t have to come out as anger.”
A key takeaway for me is that how we raise boys and young men is fundamental to our prevention work at Cherish 
All Children. And this is something that each one of us can take into our daily lives. Talk to your sons. Talk to your 
spouse. Talk to your children’s coaches. Talk to other men. Just talk. Have bold and courageous conversations.
Educating Youth and Connecting with Outreach Workers
Joy McElroy, St. Paul Prevention Coordinator
One of our congregations, Mount Calvary Lutheran in Eagan, MN, held Confirmation class at the Mall of America 
recently. The youth asked, “Why are we at the Mall of America?” Well, they were studying Exodus, and Moses 
leading the Israelites out of slavery. The pastor explained that the Mall of America could be a place where girls 
are drawn into the modern day slavery of sex trafficking.
Two specialists from The Link Street Outreach program were there to talk with the class about the issue of sexual 
exploitation and trafficking of youth. Tailoring their message for this age group, they talked about staying safe 

online, shared risks and warning signs, and emphasized talking to a 
trusted adult if they suspect anything with their friends or 
acquaintances. The youth were very engaged in the presentation and 
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asked many thoughtful questions.
We never know for sure the full effect of these prevention efforts. But sometimes, there is someone in the 
audience that has a direct link, and the message can have immediate effect. One of the parents works at a 
convenience store gas station right at the merger of two highways. He shared afterwards that he sees girls on a 
regular basis at the store that appear to be trafficked youth. He’s never known what to do. Now he’s equipped 
with a stack of business cards of these street outreach workers, and will slip a card into the hands of these girls 
and pray they’ll call to receive the care and support they need to escape this slavery.
2018 JUST Faith Forum
By Ginny Rudloff, Interim Director
The faith community can be a powerful force in the prevention of sex trafficking and ending the demand. Shared 
Hope International, a faith based organization working to end sex trafficking is hosting a 3 day national conference 
to equip the faith community with knowledge and ways of addressing trafficking in their own communities. View a 
short promotional video about the conference.
Shared Hope International is a good resource for Faith Communities, offering research, videos, training guides, and 
community resources. They produced the video “Chosen” which Cherish All Children recommends as a youth 
sexual exploitation prevention tool.
The conference will be held at Bethel University, St. Paul, MN on June 20-22. Visit the website to learn more 
about the conference and sign up for email updates as the program develops.
The Super Bowl
By Ginny Rudloff, Interim Director
The Super Bowl always gets people talking about sex trafficking. There is a widely held belief that sex trafficking 
increases exponentially with the addition of about 150,000 out-of-town visitors. While there is an uptick in 
trafficking at the Super Bowl and other major sporting events, the Polaris Project reminds us that sex trafficking is 
an every-day-of-the-year problem. Yes traffickers are savvy business men and they go where the traffic is, but 
they also know that law enforcement is focusing on them and increasing its resources and personnel for the big 
game.
Because there is this widely held belief about trafficking and the Super Bowl, it provides us with an opportunity to 
increase awareness of sex trafficking in our communities, to educate others about the methods and techniques of 
traffickers, and to engage your community in discussion of how to end the demand.
This year in Minneapolis we are promoting a play, “Body and Sold” which will be performed at eight venues in the 
Twin Cities. The play, based on interviews with trafficking survivors offers the audience an opportunity to discuss 
the issues and explore opportunities for action.
We are encouraging congregations to connect with agencies serving victims of sex trafficking. These agencies are 
on the streets 24/7 supporting and rescuing victims and providing them with shelter, food, and restorative care. 
They welcome volunteers and all need donations and other assistance. Additionally we are asking you to seek out 
curriculums, videos, and community discussions of ending the demand. You can find some resources on our 
website, but look for local opportunities, too. In Minnesota we are awaiting the launch of the Don’t Buy it Project
curriculum for men and boys. Men As Peacemakers has completed a pilot and hope to have it available for all by 
January, 2018. A Call to Men offers the Live Respect curriculum to give male role models the tools to develop 
healthy, respectful men.
Resources
by Dianne Klafehn, Syracuse, NY
Websites
https://www.themaven.net/endexploitationmovement
The Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation (CESE) is directed by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation and is 
focused on bringing a variety of people together to solve and end the complex social issue of sexual exploitation, 
including the public health crisis of pornography, sex trafficking, prostitution, child exploitation, sexual violence, 
and more. The 2018 Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation Summitt will be held in Washington, DC April 4-7 2018.
https://www.demandabolition.org/end-demand-for-sexual-exploitation
Sexual exploitation and sex trafficking are complex problems with many causes, but the key driver are the sex 
buyers. Without their money, pimps and traffickers have no incentive to force vulnerable women and men, girls 
and boys, into the illegal sex trade. When buyers stop buying, the whole system comes to a halt.
Enforcing laws criminalizing buyers and changing social norms around the harms associated with the illegal sex 
industry is the fastest and most just response to the problems of prostitution and sex trafficking. It’s why 
communities across America are devising innovative ways to discourage men from buying sex—and holding them 
accountable if they do. No buyers, no business: a simple concept that’s bringing about real change.
https://www.demandabolition.org/end-demand-for-sexual-exploitation
Sexual exploitation and sex trafficking are complex problems with many causes, but the key driver are the sex 
buyers. Without their money, pimps and traffickers have no incentive to force vulnerable women and men, girls 
and boys, into the illegal sex trade. When buyers stop buying, the whole system comes to a halt.
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http://media.virbcdn.com/files/ff/FileItem-289061-MenasPartnersinEndingDemandFINALV1.pdf
Men as Partners in Ending Demand A Toolkit and Resource Guide to End Sexual Exploitation
CAASE (Chicago Alliance Against Sexual EXlpoitation. CAASE believes that the only way to truly eliminate 
prostitution is to eliminate the demand for paid sex If nobody wants to purchase women and girls, then pimps and 
traffickers will have no reason to try to sell them for a profit.
BOOKS
Confronting Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sextrafficking of Minors in the United States, by Ellen Wright 
Clayton (Author), Richard D. Krugman (Author), Patti Simon (Author), Committee on the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors in the United States (Author), Youth, and Families Board on Children
(Author), Committee on Law and Justice (Author), Institute of Medicine (Author), National Research Council
(Author) & 3 more National Acamadies Press, 2013, 478p Kindle 584 p. Examines commercial sexual exploitation 
and sex trafficking of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents of the United States under age 18. According to 
this report, efforts to prevent, identify, and respond to these crimes require better collaborative approaches. 
These efforts need to confront demand and the individuals who commit and benefit from these crimes. The report 
recommends increased awareness and understanding, strengthening of the law's response, strengthening of 
research to advance understanding and to support the development of prevention and intervention strategies.
Do you have resources or ideas you would like to share? Send them to info@cherishchildren.org!

Cherish All Children
PO Box 583772

Minneapois, MN 55458
612-751-5214

info@cherishchildren.org
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