
Sheep Dogs of The Good Shepherd 

 

Wednesday Prayer 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them." John 10:11-12 

The people who prey on the vulnerable, look for those who are scattered, 
lost, looking for a place to fit in. Maybe they come from a home where they 
were abused. Maybe they come from a home where they were cared for, 
but felt they wanted adventure so they wandered off to find it.  

The modern-day wolves start by giving them a false sense of belonging, 
telling them they are loved. Then they separate them more from anyone 
who might be a support by plying them with drugs and moving them from 
place to place. Then they start selling them to others to use and hold them 
hostage through fear and coercion. 

As Christians, we’re called to be the sheep dogs of the Good Shepherd.  

We need to look for those who are lost and bring them in close to the 
shepherd. If we can find them before the wolves do, we can offer a safe 
place where they know they’re truly loved. If we find them wounded, we can 
help them heal.  

We can pray for all children and youth, educate members to be on the look-
out for those who might scatter, build healthy relationships where vulnerable 
people feel truly loved, and take action to prevent traffickers from getting a 
foothold in our community  

God of salvation, you call to us and yearn for us to be close to you. 
Open our ears to listen to your voice, and open our hearts to bring 



others with us to the safety of your loving arms. We pray that our 
church buildings and sanctuaries become known as safe havens 
where those who feel scattered can come for comfort and acceptance 
and the peace that comes only from the shepherd who loves us 
enough to lay down his life for us. Amen. 

 

 

Today's content was written by Kay Kinkel, Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
and former Associate in Ministry of the ELCA. 

Please also lift up in prayer: 

 All God’s children - that their lives and futures are filled with your love.  
 Exploited children – to find safety and healing; Vulnerable children - 

to find safe people and places; Perpetrators – to stop their abusive and 
exploitive behaviors; and Bystanders – to intervene on behalf of 
children. 

 Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and all those 
working tirelessly to protect and cherish all God's children. 

 

Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips 
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

"Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss, 
resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation." 
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1) 

Your donations make this ministry possible! Give today! 

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? 
If so, you can designate Cherish All Children to receive 

your Choice Dollars. Click here to learn how! 
 

| Cherish All Children | 1605 Eustis Street | St. Paul, MN 55108 | 
www.cherishallchildren.org  
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