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A Bible story about a reformed buyer 

of people in prostitution…





“Love born of faith in Jesus Christ 

calls us all to attend to, discuss, 

resist, and reject the system of 

sexual exploitation.” (pg. 1)

Found at www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-

Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation


The sexual body is never to be used as an 

object for commercial purposes, and this 

church will speak against the public idolatry 

of pleasure, freedom, and wealth that 

undergirds such practices. Especially 

deplorable is the billion-dollar global sex 

market and the economic systems that 

thrive on it, both in the United States and 

abroad. (pg. 34)

Found at http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-

Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality

http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Human-Sexuality


▪ 30 to 40% of children are abused by family 
members.

▪ As many as 60% are abused by people the family 
trusts.

▪ Nearly 40% are abused by older or larger 
children.

▪ Over 90% of children who are commercially 
sexually exploited have a history of child sexual 
abuse.

▪ About 75% of child pornography victims are 
living at home when they are photographed. 
Parents are often responsible.

Found at 
www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6178667/k.93BF/Lea

rn_the_Facts_of_Child_Sexual_Abuse.htm

http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6178667/k.93BF/Learn_the_Facts_of_Child_Sexual_Abuse.htm




Resolution 2017.01: 

Act to End Human Trafficking

RESOLVED, that the Women of the ELCA 

work to end human trafficking and 

support its victims using resources such 

as the ELCA ministry Cherish All 

Children’s mission model: Pray, Educate, 

Connect, and Act 

(www.cherishallchildren.org); 

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/


Pray

Educate

Connect

Act



For children, youth, and young people in 

your congregation.



Congregation Manual
Updated in 2017

Resources, Ideas, Congregation Stories

Wednesday Prayer
Weekly Scripture-based reflection

E-Quipped for Prevention

More resources, ideas, and 
congregation stories

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/congregation-manual
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/wednesdayprayer
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/newsletter


Prevention 
education

Sermons

Social media 
safety training



Men As Peacemakers, an organization in 
Duluth, MN (www.menaspeacemakers.org), 
is devoted to ending violence against 
women and children. 

They are developing a curriculum, Don’t 
Buy It Project, to help male allies engage 
in efforts to end the demand for sex 
trafficking. 

http://www.menaspeacemakers.org/


therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/

http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/




➢Research and 
contact local 
organizations, 
coalitions, and 
networks

➢Build a relationship

➢Find ways to work 
together



Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in 

Eagan, MN

 Passageways Shelter

 Mall of America

http://thelinkmn.org/passageways/


Pray, educate, and 
connect. 

This process will 

help you discern a 

courageous way to 

act on behalf of 

vulnerable children 

and young people.



“Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution”

https://www.soapproject.org/






Two End the Demand Events –
Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church

Event #1
 Passageways

 Sergeant Grant Snyder

 Sock collection

Event #2
 Special invitation to men

 The Mask You Live In

 Conversation about the 
challenges of ending the 
demand



Congregations in south Minneapolis, 
an area recognized for a high 
incidence of sex trafficking.







Safe Church Policies
 Safeguarding God’s Children

To help protect children and adults from sexual misconduct in 
congregations, dioceses, and other church institutions, the Church 
Pension Group has created training programs and model policies for 
its “Safeguarding God’s Children” programs. Go to 
www.cpg.org/active-clergy/insurance/preventing-sexual-
misconduct/overview/ to see their training program, order 
materials, and view sample policies. 

 Stewards of Children

Stewards of Children provides in-person and online training about 
preventing child sexual abuse (www.d2l.org/education/). They also 
provide tips for screening sutaff and volunteers, suggested policies, 
and other information helpfl for creating “safe church” policies and 
practices.

http://www.cpg.org/active-clergy/insurance/preventing-sexual-misconduct/overview/
http://www.d2l.org/education/


1-888-3737-888

humantraffickinghotline.org/type-

trafficking/sex-trafficking 

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/type-trafficking/sex-trafficking


➢ Mobilize Prayer – End Demand

▪ Second Sunday, Third Tuesday

➢ Education

▪ The Mask You Live In documentary

▪ Don’t Buy It Project

➢ Additional Resources can be found at 

www.cherishallchildren.org/end-the-

demand

http://www.cherishallchildren.org/mobilize-prayer-end-demand
http://therepresentationproject.org/film/the-mask-you-live-in/
https://www.dontbuyitproject.org/
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/end-the-demand


The End the Demand Network, created by Cherish 

All Children, seeks to help congregations develop a 

culture among boys and men that respects women 

as children of God who can never be seen as 

sexual objects without hearts, minds, bodies, and 

souls that need to be cherished. 

The Network plans to be a source of educational 

and mentoring resources to help boys and men 

grow into mature and compassionate people with 

sexual understandings that are healthy for 

themselves and for all women.



Address the demand for what the 

system of sexual exploitation offers. 

Provide safe settings for men, women, and 

youth to talk about their attitudes toward 

and struggles with prostitution, pornography, 

stripping, and appropriate uses of the 

Internet. 

They could explore together what makes them 

vulnerable to the lure of these activities… 

and the significance of loving and enduring 

relationships.



➢ Buyers more dispersed across Minneapolis and 
the Twin Cities metro area

➢ Transactions primarily occur at buyers’ homes, 
hotels in suburbs, and streets easily accessed by 
commuters

➢ Degree of purchasing power determines where 
and how they purchase

➢ What can you do?
 “Talk to the boys and men in your life about 

sex trafficking. Men are at the core of this 
issue, both as facilitators and buyers. To stop 
the demand, men must be the drivers of the 
solution.”

Found in “Mapping the Market for Sex with Trafficked Minor Girls in Minneapolis: 
Structures, Functions, and Patterns,” 2014 

http://uroc.umn.edu/sites/default/files/MTM_SexTraf_Summ.pdf


http://www.hennepin.us/~/media/hennepinus/your-government/projects-initiatives/documents/no-wrong -door-voices.pdf?la=en


 113 men who buy sex in Chicago

 Racial diversity of city as a whole

A joint research initiative of:

 Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation

 Prostitution Research and Education

 Chicago Coalition for the Homeless 

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/resources/deconstructing-demand-prostitution-preliminary-insights-interviews-chicago-men-who


 Could catch a disease

Not age appropriate

 Legal consequences

 Potential of physical danger

 “It demeans how you think and treat women. It 

will affect your whole image of women and 

unfortunately, most men can’t get past that.”

 “Learn to trust and love a woman first. If you 

start out thinking of a woman as a sexual tool, 

you will always think of her as a sexual tool.”



 Prevention

 Young men learn realities of prostitution, 

esp. harm to prostituted people

 Young men learn the conflicted feelings 

of men who use women in prostitution 

and the potential adverse affects on 

themselves and their relationships

 Young men explore what it means to be a 

man, address pressures that might 

influence them to use someone in 

prostitution



Community Action and Education

Community campaigns to highlight 

realities and harm of prostitution

Men hold each other accountable 

for patronage of the sex trade 

industry and cease perpetuating 

myths of “masculinity” that include 

domination and exploitation of 

women



➢ Project Pathfinder

www.projectpathfinder.org

➢ Stop It Now

www.stopitnow.org/help-guidance

http://www.projectpathfinder.org/
http://www.stopitnow.org/help-guidance


If you want to go fast, go it alone. 
If you want to go far, go together.

Luo: Ka idwaro dhi piyopiyo, dhi kendi; ka idwaro dhi mabor, 
dhi gi jowadu. (Kenya)

Swahili: Iwapo unataka kwenda haraka, nenda peke yako; 
iwapo unataka kwenda mbali, nendeni pamoja.

KhoeKhoe: !Haesets ga !gû≠gao-o lguri !gû. !Nûsets ga
!gû≠gao-o lhûhâse !gû. (Namibia)

Malagasy: Raha te handeha haerigana ranao, enandehana
irery, fa raha te. hotafita lavihia ianao mandeha ha 
eniaraka.

Croatian: Ako želiš stići brzo, idi sam. Ako želiš stići daleko, 
idi u društvu.

- African proverb



Please complete the communication form.

End the Demand Network Coordinator

Pastor Gary Hedding

paddlegh@gmail.com

Cherish All Children

PO Box 583772

Minneapolis, MN 55458

www.cherishallchildren.org

mailto:paddlegh@gmail.com
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

