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Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers
wove a crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed
him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, 'Hail,
King of the Jews!' and striking him on the face. Pilate went out
again and said to them, 'Look, I am bringing him out to you to
let you know that I find no case against him...After this, when
Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil
the scripture), 'I am thirsty. John 19: 1-4,28

 
How often have you felt wronged or physically challenged? It is  a very
personal journey that is difficult to share with someone who has never
felt your pain or suffering. When you meet someone who has been there
and understands what you are experiencing, there is an almost
overwhelming sense of relief. Relief that you are not alone. Relief that
this person really gets it. Relief that you can share your pain without
judgement or mockery.
 
I think about my education as a social worker, more than 40 years ago.
At that time, information about sex trafficking was all about the women,
as "prostitutes". It was included in my "Abnormal Psychology" textbook.
Prostitution was named a victimless crime and the conventional wisdom
at the time was that nobody was hurt by this aberrant, but harmless
practice.
 
We know better today. Unfortunately, victims of sex trafficking still
suffer in a mostly silent world. Most believe that no one understands
their suffering. We know that Jesus recognizes their suffering. He was
beaten and mocked. No one came to his assistance or rescued him.
Ultimately he was put to death. When Jesus said, "I am thirsty," he
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acknowledged that suffering out loud.
 
We are not alone in our suffering. Jesus has "been there" and he feels
our pain as surely as if it were his own. Let our understanding of the
Passion of Jesus guide our response to those who endure the crime of
sexual exploitation and help us work to end the demand that fuels it.
 
Lord Jesus. You experienced pain and suffering in the same way as
ordinary human beings. Guide our hearts and minds to raise children who
seek safe and healthy relationships, to educate those who would use and
abuse our children, and find a path to end the demand so all children will
know a safe, happy childhood.
 
In your name, we pray. Amen
 

* * * * * * *

Today's Good Friday Prayer was written by Ginny Rudloff, Minneapolis
Prevention Coordinator of Cherish All Children.

Prayers also requested for:

All of God's children, that their lives and futures are what we are
seeking to protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is
best for God's children.
Exploited children - that they would be rescued and healed;
vulnerable children - that they would have safe people and places;
perpetrators - that they would stop their abusive and exploitive
behaviors; bystanders - that they would intervene on behalf of
children whenever possible.
Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods,
and the overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to
undermine this ministry.

 

Cherish All Children   

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation.

Follow us on Facebook

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to
attend to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual

exploitation" 
(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.)

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. 
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? You may be able to 
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designate Cherish All Children to receive your Choice Dollars.
Follow this link to learn how!

 
Cherish All Children

PO Box 583772
Minneapolis, MN 55458

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org
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