
 

Before the end of slavery… 

Maundy Thursday Prayer 

April 13, 2017 

After Jesus had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned 
to the table, he said to the disciples, “Do you know what I have done to 
you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you. John 13:12-15 

Maundy Thursday is one of my favorite worship services of the year; it is full of 
drama and action within the gathered community. 

We drink the wine and eat the bread of Holy Communion. Our feet are washed, and 
we washing another’s feet. The altar guild removes items from the altar, leaving it 
bare for Good Friday. 

It is also a time of remembering the distant past – the Israelites preparing for the 
Passover and a new future of freedom, not slavery.  

It is a time of community – with its benefits and hurts. Jesus knew of his impending 
betrayal even while he dined with and washed the feet of his betrayer.  

It is a time of humility to let another serve us, before we share God’s love and acts 
of service with others. 

It is a time of clearing out the extra to focus on Christ and his love for us. 

So here we are today, in the middle of the drama of that night long ago AND in the 
middle of the drama of our lives as people awaiting and creating a future in which 
children are cherished, not enslaved. 

Jesus is with us. 

Loving God of community, thank you for drawing your people together to 
worship you and serve the world. In this time before all children are freed from 
slavery, prepare us for the path ahead. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.    

* * * * * * * 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Amy Hartman, National Director 
of Cherish All Children.  



Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/


 

Mission Story of the Week 

Amy Hartman, National Director of Cherish All Children, will be presenting at the 
Women’s Pre-Assembly gathering held in conjunction with the Lutheran World 
Federation Assembly in Namibia in May 2017. Amy was invited by the Women of the 
ELCA, one of our partners in the work to address child sexual exploitation. She will 
be sharing a message of prevention and our collaborative acts of prayer, service, 
and advocacy, along with an invitation for women around the world to get involved 
to address trafficking in their own communities.  

Cherish All Children is sharing a prevention message and our ministry model 
with people all over the world. Your financial support makes this possible!  

What it costs monthly to provide this ministry:    $6,631 

Income received in March (as of March 28):              $4,098 

 Funding gap for March:           $2,533 

The “funding gap” is the difference between what it costs to provide this ministry 
and the funding that has already been received.  

Thank you for cherishing all God’s children! 

 


