
 

Hosannas… and then… 

Wednesday Prayer for April 5, 2017 

Palm/Passion Sunday 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed in the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Matthew 21:8-9 

In the congregation to which I belong, on Palm/Passion Sunday, we walk outside 
the building, waving palms and singing “Hosanna!”   

Once we are back in the sanctuary, we gradually move toward the telling of 
Christ’s Passion story. The joyous celebration does not last. We also see the ugly 
reality of Jesus’ death. 

Tonight I went to the graduation at Breaking Free, at which eleven women 
celebrated completing a 14-week course called “Sisters of Survival” (SOS). They 
had all been in prostitution, sometimes trafficked by people they thought loved 
them. 

In SOS, they had supported each other through drug addiction rehab, child custody 
cases, legal issues, housing problems, trauma recovery. Now they were marking the 
completion of this phase of a new life, looking forward to learning and growing as 
women with gifts and talents to share with the world.  

It was a time of celebration – with caps and gowns, a special meal, gift bags, 
speeches, cake, laughter, tears, and lots of applause. 

They have been through very difficult challenges, and there will be difficult times 
ahead. Breaking Free has an alumni group and activities to help them stay 
connected to support and resources. They were encouraged to give back to help 
save others from the ravages of prostitution. 

Throughout the graduation ceremony, several women acknowledged the 
importance of God in their lives. In the celebration and the darkest days of shame, 
betrayal, and violence – they live in God’s promise of new life. 

Holy and gracious God, we give you thanks for those times of celebration when 
we recognize were we have been and set a course for a new life and future. We 
ask a special blessing upon the eleven women who graduated from the SOS 



program at Breaking Free. Provide the support, encouragement, and resources 
they need to live out their dreams for their lives. In this holiest of weeks 
ahead, open our hearts to the suffering of your children and the hope of your 
new life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

* * * * * * * 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Amy Hartman, National Director 
of Cherish All Children. 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

