
 

Turn toward… 

Wednesday Prayer for March 1, 2017 

Ash Wednesday 

Is this not the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? … 
The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring of water, whose waters never fail. 

Isaiah 58:6,11 

During Lent, it’s not uncommon for people still to talk in terms of the old tradition 
of “giving up something for Lent.” Whether it’s chocolate, or beer, or a bad habit, 
the emphasis is always on what we’re sacrificing, or turning away from.   

Lent is a time to examine our lives and to repent, or literally turn away from our 
sinful ways. But in the preceding verses (Isaiah 58:1-5), the Prophet Isaiah calls us 
out on our human tendency to call attention to ourselves, even in our sacrificing 
for the Lord. 

In verse 6, he reminds us that what is most important is what we turn toward as we 
turn away from our sinful ways. We are reminded to turn toward loosening the 
bonds of injustice and undoing the thongs of the yoke. 

Our newly formed committee at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Shakopee, MN is just 
beginning the journey of developing a child safety policy and implementing the 
four steps of Pray, Educate, Connect and Act.  

We are realizing that loosening the bonds of injustice is a big job, sometimes an 
overwhelming job. But Isaiah also reminds us in verse 11 that “the Lord will guide 
you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places.” 

As you begin your Lenten journey, I invite you to be mindful each day of how you 
can turn toward loosening the bonds of injustice through prayer, educating, 
connecting to your neighbors in need, or acting in big and small ways to reflect the 
light of Christ in a dark world. 

Gracious God, we pray for your guidance as we begin our Lenten journey to 
help us turn away from our sinful nature of thinking of ourselves first, and to 
turn toward the path of justice for all, especially for those who are exploited by 



sex traffickers.  May your Holy Spirit fill us from your spring of water whose 
waters never fail when we feel parched on the journey so that we can be a 
source of caring and nurturing for others. Amen.   

* * * * * * * 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Kay Kinkel, Licensed Graduate Social 
Worker and former ELCA Associate in Ministry. Thank you Kay! 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

