
 

Claim each other… 

Wednesday Prayer for February 22, 2017 

Transfiguration 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 
and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white… Matthew 17:1-2 

At the end of January, I had the opportunity to spend a glorious week in Delray 
Beach, FL doing some leadership training. On an afternoon off, a few of us went 
out to get some ice cream and walk on the beach.  

As the ice cream melted and the sandy blocks passed under our feet, my friend Dan 
observed, “Folks who live down here never really have a time when they can just 
cover up like we do during the winter in the Midwest. They have to be ‘on’ all the 
time.”  

Dan’s right. Here in the Midwest, we just throw on a sweatshirt and a stocking cap 
for five months every year to cover up our bodies (and maybe some winter 
weight)… No one has to see us until warm weather returns.  

Bodies are showing most ALL the time at the beach. It’s hot and sunny most every 
day in Florida. It’s hard to hide.  

It seems to me that sort of pressure would be stifling, especially for a young 
person. You already feel vulnerable enough without having people eyeballing you 
behind dark sunglasses. And, of course, we know that plenty of those stares can be 
accompanied by less than virtuous motives. To somehow become a target without 
even knowing about it? Terrifying. 

Those of us who are committed to ending the injustice of child sexual exploitation 
in our communities can find strength in God’s words from the clouds of the 
Transfiguration, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him.”  

In baptism, God has claimed all sons and daughters as God’s own. Our response is 
to claim each other—to pay attention, to watch, to listen, to learn the warning 
signs—and to take action on behalf of those who are overcome with fear and 
cannot act on their own.  

https://polarisproject.org/victims-traffickers
https://polarisproject.org/recognize-signs
https://polarisproject.org/recognize-signs
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/


In this way, we become agents of Christ who echo toward the most vulnerable 
what Jesus says to Peter and James, “Get up and do not be afraid!” 

Dazzling God, fashion our daily lives into visions of your radiant glory. Draw us 
near to you whether we are on mountaintops, hillsides, or valleys. Teach us 
your way love and compassion and advocacy as we seek to create a world in 
which all children are cherished. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen. 

* * * * * * * 

Today's Wednesday Prayer was written by Rev. Kemp Jones, Senior Pastor at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI. Thank you Pastor Kemp! 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

