
 

Life and death… 

Wednesday Prayer for February 8, 2017 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord 
your God… Deuteronomy 30:15,19b,20a 

This past Saturday, several congregations in south Minneapolis, along with Cherish 
All Children, hosted an event called “Shining a Light in the Darkness: A Faith-based 
Response to Sex Trafficking.” 

Representatives from three organizations that work with sex trafficking survivors in 
that neighborhood shared the reality of trafficking, the services they provide, and 
their ideas for how faith communities could help address the problem. 

Just a bit of what we learned: 

 Girls as young as nine are trafficked for sex. One of the speakers was a 
survivor herself, and she did not get trafficked until she was in her 30’s.  

 Cadets at police schools need more training for how to work with trafficking 
victims. 

 There is a need for supplies for hygiene kits which are provided by street 
outreach workers. 

 One way to break the cycle of trafficking is the end the demand. As a 
society we need to address many forms of oppression and power that allow 
trafficking to continue.  

Through learning the realities of trafficking, we can begin to see what “life and 
prosperity” and “death and adversity” are for those involved.  

While the opportunity to buy a person for sex seems like it might be a choice for 
“life,” there are costs: trauma, violence, disease, chemical addiction, relationship 
issues. The survivor on the panel remarked that all the other women she knew in 
prostitution are all dead now.  

Listening to truth-tellers such as these speakers on Saturday, helps everyone know 
the difference between a choice for life or for death when it comes to trafficking.  

Gracious and loving God, thank you for the life you give us. Thank you for brave 
truth-tellers who help us see the reality of trafficking. Help us and our world 



worship you as God, not other false gods such as money, sex, or power. May 
your love for us and the world inform the choices we make. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

* * * * * * * 

Today’s Wednesday Prayer was written by Deacon Amy Hartman, National Director 
of Cherish All Children. 

Prayers also requested for: 

 All of God’s children, that their lives and futures are what we are seeking to 
protect and cherish. May we stay focused on what is best for God’s 
children. 

 Exploited children – that they would be rescued and healed; vulnerable 
children - that they would have safe people and places; perpetrators – that 
they would stop their abusive and exploitive behaviors; bystanders – that 
they would intervene on behalf of children whenever possible.  

 Protection of Cherish All Children leaders, congregations, synods, and the 
overall organization, that God would thwart any efforts to undermine this 
ministry. 

Cherish All Children 

Cherish All Children is an ELCA ministry that equips  
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 

Follow us on Facebook 

We believe that "Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend 
to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation"  

(ELCA Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation, pg. 1.) 

You are invited to give financially to support this ministry. Donations 
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

 
Cherish All Children 

PO Box 583772 
Minneapolis, MN 55458 

612.280.1259 
www.cherishallchildren.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cherishallchildren
http://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Commercial-Sexual-Exploitation
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRuRRvPzz8C-ujQElrdws5buhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucNgUCHF46SGlifDy0sN4Ek=&ver=3
http://www.cherishallchildren.org/

