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ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING/POTLUCK 

RESCHEDULED 

Due to blizzard conditions on January 24, the Annual 

Congregation meeting and potluck meal has been 

rescheduled for Sunday, February 21 following the 

10:30 a.m. worship service. Join us for a time of 

fellowship and hear the recommendations from the 

Mission Study Task Force.  These recommendations 

will help outline our mission and ministry goals for the 

coming 2-3 years.  The congregation will have an 

opportunity to discuss these recommendations. The 

Fellowship Committee will provide desserts and drinks.  

Please bring a dish to share! 
 

THANKS TO EVERYONE who helped shovel the church grounds out following the blizzard.  

Thanks also to everyone who helped get the word out that worship services were canceled. Just 

a reminder that it is our approach to offer worship every Sunday morning even when dealing 

with inclement weather, however, when in doubt, look for the Church Chat email, visit our 

website, or listen to WGTY 107.7FM  radio’s snowscan report to be sure.  
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SOUP, SUPPER AND STUDY 
6:00 Soup and Bread Supper 

6:30 Study 
7:30 Prayer service 

February 17: Lutheran Catechisms: Small, Large and In Between: Pastor Herr introduces the Lutheran 
Catechisms exploring their history, theology, and significance within the Lutheran Church.  
Participants are encouraged to bring their personal copy of their Catechism with them.  Copies will 
also be available. 

 

February 24: The Great Litany:  Seminarian Sean Titus will present on the Great Litany including its 
history as a prayer, Luther's treatment of it, and  devotional uses of it, particularly during Lent. 

 

March 2: The Good Samaritan and Fair Trade: Seminarian Beth Smaligo will center around the story 

of the Good Samaritan and how we can apply this story in the twenty-first century (fair trade). There 
will be information about the upcoming fair trade sale coming to Christ Church during the Easter 
season. Fair trade coffee and chocolate will be provided at this Bible study. 
 

March 9, 16 and 23… TBA 
 

Contact us: 
Church office 
Phone:717-334-5212 Fax:717-334-4958 
churchoffice@christgettysburg.org 
 
Pastor 
pastor@christgettysburg.org 
 
Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@christgettysburg.org 
 
Christ Lutheran Preschool 
Phone: 717-334-6532 
preschool@christgettysburg.org 
 
Financial Secretary 
financialsecretary@christgettysburg.org 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

In the name of the Father, Son+, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

             Christina Rossetti, Victorian English poet, wrote a poem in response to a request from Scribner’s 

Monthly for a Christmas poem. After her death the poem “In the Bleak Midwinter” was set to music by Gustav 

Holst and appeared in The English Hymnal in 1906. The hymn reflects on the incarnation of God and portrays a 

world of bleakness, frosty winds moaning, and frozen grounds hard as iron. The carol’s images fit more closely 

with the approaching season of Lent than the Christmastide. The historic blizzard of 2016 brought those frosty 

winds and frozen grounds that were absent on Christmas Eve when I drove home from the Christmas Eve 

service with the top down on my jeep. 

 

               The snow brings both beauty and chaos, joy and sorrow.  One marvels at the beauty of God’s creation 

with trees and fields blanketed in several feet of snow. The snow covers and transforms the landscape.  Familiar 

places no longer look the same. The land looks peaceful and imperfections are hidden.  Pictures of children 

sledding, making igloos, snow forts, and snowman illustrate the joy snow brings. On the other hand, the 

blizzard brought disruption to daily routines, made travel extremely difficult, and became even dangerous as 

over 30 deaths resulted from Blizzard of ’16. While some are enjoying time on the slopes, others are left 

mourning the death of loved ones. 

 

               With Lent beginning this bleak midwinter on Ash Wednesday [February 10], the snow and its effects 

help us reflect on the season of Lent. Ironically the word “lent” came from the Middle English word for 

spring. Very little of Lent 2016 will officially fall during the season of spring. Lent is a forty day season of 

preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of the crucified Christ during Eastertide. Even more than a 

season of preparation, Lent offers us the opportunity to dig deep and reflect on our mortality and need for God’s 

grace and love.  In Lent we have a demarcated time to consider our spiritual lives and how we might better 

attend to them.  This forty day period invites us to consider how we order our lives and how we should 

prioritize our time. What is it that we devote our energy and resources toward? Are those things in alignment 

with what God calls us to do?  

            

 Christ’s death on the cross blanketed our sins as the snow covers the earth. Jesus’ crucifixion 

transformed our personal landscape bringing forgiveness, hope, and new life. These gifts from a gracious God 

offer joy and hope. They can also bring some creative chaos to our lives as God upsets our proverbial apple cart 

and reorders our lives.  In Lent we come to terms with this reshaping and transforming work of God in Christ. 

        

        I invite you to embrace Lent. Use this time to deepen your spiritual and faith life. Take stock of your life 

and priorities. Repent and reorient your energy towards loving all (especially those in need) and loving God. Do 

not let this Lent season pass you by. When faced with his role in God’s plan of salvation, Jesus Christ did not let 

it pass, but rather embraced his destiny as the instrument of God’s reconciliation. Use this time to take 

something on such as fasting, almsgiving, or deepening your devotional life. Consider giving up something in 

an effort to deepen your relationship with God and God’s people. Commit yourself to midweek fellowship, 

study, and worship. There is no one right way to observe Lent, however, in observing it we most likely will find 

our lives changed and renewed.   

 

               In this newsletter and the worship bulletins and also on the congregation website, you will find 

resources listed and opportunities enumerated to help you on your Lenten journey. If I can be of any assistance 

as you embark on your Lenten observance, do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Stephen Herr 

 

 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
 

JAZZ VESPERS on Saint Valentine’s Day  
Christ Lutheran will host a community jazz vespers service celebrating Black History 

Month on Sunday, February 14th at 6:00 pm. The Buzz Jones Quintet with Sunderman 

Conservatory vocalist Abby Rice as cantor-vocalist will lead the service. Hymns that swing 

are from the African-American Heritage Hymnal and the quintet will be offering a trio of 
tunes by the incomparable Duke Ellington that includes Duke’s lovely ballad, Prelude to A 

Kiss.  A good choice for Saint Valentine’s Day! Philadelphia trumpeter Bob Meashey and 

Doug Cook, former alto saxophonist with the Glenn Miller Orchestra, will be featured.  Pete 

Curry, Dean of Intercultural Advancement at Gettysburg College, will serve as lay and poetry 
reader. A free will offering will support the Gettysburg Community Soup Kitchen.  Please 

bring your family and neighbors out for an inspirational hour America’s music… Jazz! 

 
COME TO DINNER and Support Adams Rescue Mission & Boy Scout Troop 73 
Monday, February 15th from 4 PM to 7 PM at General Picket’s Buffet, 571 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg. Troop 
73 is hosting an all-you-can-eat spaghetti buffet. The menu includes a full salad bar, several pasta choices and 
desert.  The tickets cost $9.00 per adult and $5.00 per child (5 to 10 years).  Troop 73 will give half of the 
proceeds to Adams Rescue Mission, which is a program that our church participates in and provides services to 
those individuals in need.  You may purchase tickets from: Harry Nelson, Jacob Nelson and Collin Smith.  The boys 
will be in the Narthex every Sunday, between services.  Thank you to “Thrivent Financial” who provided a grant to 
support this initiative. 

 
MOVIE SERIES continues in Lent with Shoah.   Sundays February 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
in social room. 
 
Shoah is an over 10 hour film and will be showed in 2 hour segments each night.  
 
“An epic film about the greatest evil of modern time.”  N.Y. Times 
 
“One of the noblest films ever made.”  Roger Ebert, film critic 
 
PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MOVIE NIGHT ON FEBRUARY 7.  
 

 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA AT CELC …Our February meeting is Monday the 29th at Spiritrust  Lutheran 

Village on Old Harrisburg Rd.  We’ll meet in the Fellowship Room which is accessed by entering the main 

entrance.  Please bring your own lunch and enjoy the lunchtime fellowship from noon-1:00.  From 1:00-2:00 

June Nyblade will lead the program entitled “Make Haste, O Lord”.  The theme verse is Psalm 31:15 “My times 

are in your hand. Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors”.   Please contact Jean Ask, 338-

0777, if you have any questions. 

 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED welcomes all local church women to a 90-minute lunch meeting at 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, February 3, at the Gettysburg Church of the Brethren, 1710 Biglerville Road.  Following lunch, our 
guest speaker will be Ron Bailey, missionary to Africa.  Please join us in this ecumenical fellowship, where newcomers 
are always welcome.  No reservations are needed.  For more information, contact Cheryl Potter at 337-2938. 

 
JOB OPPORTUNITY! Meals and More of Gettysburg is hiring both a Director and Lead Teacher for this summer during 
the month of July. If you are interested in helping children who face challenges of hunger, neglect, or homelessness, and 
are a certified teacher looking to teach in a more creative environment, let us hear from you.  Salary available upon 
request.  Please call Nancy Forgang at 717-778-1431 or email at nforgang@embarqmail.com for further information on 
how to apply. Deadline is 15 March 2016.  

mailto:nforgang@embarqmail.com


FEBRUARY MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH EVENTS 

January 31- Hunger and Homelessness: experience and simulation activities: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

February 7: Ecumenical Flag Football Game (benefits Gettysburg Soup Kitchen) 

3-5 p.m. @ St. Francis Xavier on Tablerock Road.  For all youth in grades 6-12 and their Adult 

Advisors.  Suggested donation is $5.00 or 2 cans Chunky Style, Cream, or Tomato Soup 

per person. 

Schedule: 

3-4 p.m.    Football Game 

4-4:30 p.m.    Worship in Gymnasium  

4:30-5 p.m.    Fellowship over Cocoa & Cookies.  

We end in plenty of time to get you home for Super Bowl 50 kickoff! 
 

February 21-Bowling: Join us for some late afternoon bowling and fun.  Exact time and location 

to be announced.  Stay tuned to Youth Group emails and Sunday bulletins for details. 
 

February 28- Prayer Stations: Come discover different ways to pray.  We’ll also be making our 

picks for winners at the Oscars.  Pizza also served.  Time: 5:00-6:30 p.m. 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE to sing on GOOD FRIDAY…youth are invited to attend several rehearsals 

in preparation to sing at the Good Friday service on March 25 at 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday is the 

day we remember Jesus’ crucifixion.  If you interested in singing please contact Pastor Herr or 

Cantor Folkemer.  We envision linking rehearsals to youth events in late February and March. 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
The Carolina Panthers and Denver Broncos are preparing for Super Bowl 50 on February 7.  The 

Children and Youth are preparing as well for their annual SOUPER BOWL OF CARING!  We will 

be accepting food and monetary donations for the Gettysburg Community Soup Kitchen on 

Sundays January 31st and February 7th.  Please make your donations at the “Big Soup Pot” which 

will be located on the Bridge before and after worship.  (Checks should be made payable to 

“Gettysburg Community Soup Kitchen”) 

Friendly competition:  Bring a Cream soup if you are rooting for the Panthers  

 

        Bring a Tomato soup if you are rooting for the Broncos  
 

The following is a list of suggested non-perishable food items, provided by the Soup Kitchen: 

Canned Proteins (tuna, salmon, chicken, peanut butter) 

Canned Fruits in Own Juices or Light Syrup (applesauce, pineapples, peaches, and pears) 

100% Fruit Juices (All sizes including juice boxes) 

Easy and Ready Meals (macaroni & cheese, pasta bowls, canned pasta) 

Grains (pasta, whole wheat pasta, rice, brown rice, mac & cheese) 

Healthy snacks (raisins, dried fruit, nuts, cereal bars) 

Condiments (tomato-based sauces, light soy sauce, ketchup, mustard, light salad dressings) 

Low Sodium/ No Salt Added Canned Vegetables (mixed, green beans, corn) 

Soups (beef stew, chili, chicken noodle, turkey rice) 

Multigrain Cereal (cheerios, cornflakes, grapenuts, raisin bran) 

 

 



HISTORIC BLIZZARD BLANKETS HISTORIC CHURCH 

 
Pictured are some of the shovelers who dug out the church Sunday morning. 

Left to right: Doug Smith, Jared Herr, Bill Coe, George Gallagher 

Not Pictured: Chris Barnabei, Ken Oelkers, and Pastor Herr 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Without your help we couldn’t meet our commitment to feed the guests of the Soup Kitchen once a month. 

 

Thank you January cooks  In February it is your turn  March is also taken care of 
Pat Miller    June Nyblade    Marty Hansen has volunteered to do 
Gail Jones    Pat Miller    all the meals for the month of March 
Janet Gable    Elizabeth Meighan   Thank you Marty. 
Steph Gladfelter   Karen Landry 
Vicki Crouse    Peggy Gibson 
Marie Chantelau   Kim Cing 
 

Just a reminder that all meals need to be at the Soup Kitchen by 10:00 a.m. On the third Monday of every 
month.  If this is difficult for you to do please call me, Marie Chantelau 337-9623 or email 
mchantelau@embarqmial.com and we can work out a pick up schedule. 
 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: A primer on ‘Charitable Gift Annuities.’ 
 
Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity to increase income.   As you know by now, 2016 will not deliver an increase in 
Social Security income, and CDs are not providing the interest income they once did.  If you are 65 or over and plan to 
give a gift to support Christ Lutheran Church, but need or desire to create a source of income, a charitable gift annuity 
(CGA) may be the answer. 
    A Charitable Gift Annuity is a contract with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  In exchange for making 
a gift to benefit Christ Lutheran Church, you will receive regular (quarterly, semi-annually or annually) fixed payments for 
your lifetime and, if you desire, for the lifetime of another person.  The fixed payment rate is determined by your age (the 
annuitant) and the age of the second annuitant.  Your gift is tax deductible and a portion of the payments that you will 
receive may also be a tax-free return of principal. 

If you are at least 55 years old, you may also choose to defer the payments from your CGA.  A deferred payment 
CGA allows you to make a gift not (and obtain a charitable income tax deduction in the year of the gift) while deferring 
guaranteed lifetime payments to a future date when you may be trying to supplement your retirement income. 

CGAs can be funded with gifts of cash, long-term appreciated stocks, bonds, mutual funds or incentive cash 
bonuses.  Funding a CGA with an appreciated asset may enable you to bypass part of the capital gains normally 
associated with selling the asset outright. 

If you are interested in hearing about CGA rates and the ELCA Foundation’s program, contact Pastor Liz 
Polanzke, Gift Planner, 717-654-2334, Elizabeth.polanzke@elca.org.  Gift planning services are confidential and free of 
charge. 

mailto:mchantelau@embarqmial.com
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GIFTS and MEMORIALS 
 

Given in memory of Melverda Hook by 

John L. Rice 

 

Given in memory of Jane Rice Jones by 

Gretchen Stuempfle 

Pat and Bob House 

Jean Lynch 

 

 
 

Mortgage Fund 

Given in memory of John Beegle by 

Donna and Jim Nicholson 
 

Given in memory of David English by 

Connie and Robert Rosenquist 
 

LWR Project Comfort 

Given in memory of Frank Hoot by 

Jim and Marty Henderson 

ADULT FORUM 
BIBLE BOOT-CAMP: A Crash-Course on the Essentials of the NEW TESTAMENT  

The Rev. Dr. Charles (Buz) Myers 
All Christians agree that the New Testament is important to the Christian faith.  But while the New Testament can inspire 
and motivate, the New Testament can also confuse Christians and discourage them from reading and studying the Bible. 
In an effort to address this problem, the following adult education series will introduce the attendees to the essentials of 
New Testament study, to the world out of which the New Testament emerged and the world to which the New Testament 
was originally addressed.  Only when we understand what the New Testament “meant” in its ancient context can we begin 
to appreciate what the New Testament “means” to us today.  

The series is led by Prof. Charles (Buz) Myers, a long-time member of the Department of Religious Studies at 
Gettysburg College who is no stranger to adult education classes at Christ Lutheran Church.   
 

We completed the following so far in our study of the new testament: 
Sunday, January 3, 2016 - Fact #1: “The New Testament Did Not Fall From Heaven in Its Present Form.” 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2016 - Fact #2: “The Old Testament Is Important But Insufficient for Understanding the New 
Testament”. 
 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 - Fact #3: “The Pauline Epistles Pre-Date the Gospels of the New Testament” 
 

The excitement continues with facts 4-5-6. (Postponed from snow storm) 
Sunday, January 31, 2016 - Fact #4: “Mark Is the Earliest Gospel in the Canon of the New Testament, and Matthew and 
Luke Knew Mark’s Work.” The first three gospels of the New Testament have so much in common that there must have 
been literary dependence.  But who copied whom? Modern scholarship has concluded that Mark is the earliest of the 
canonical gospels.   Matthew and Luke used Mark in the composition of their respective gospels, but Matthew and Luke 
probably did not know each other’s work.  Because there is non-Markan material that Matthew and Luke share, these two 
sources must have also known another common source, which scholars call the Q-source. 
 

Sunday, Feburary 7, 2016 - Fact #5: “The Fourth Gospel Is Independent of The Synoptic Tradition.” When compared to 
the Synoptic Gospels, John’s Gospel, also called the Fourth Gospel, represents a distinctively different understanding of 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Because of differences in terms of teaching, chronology, and theology, one New 
Testament scholar has rightly dubbed John’s Gospel “the maverick gospel.”   But while this is the easiest of the four 
gospels to read, it is the most challenging to interpret.  Nevertheless, the influence of this New Testament work on 
subsequent Christian theology has been immense.    
 

Sunday, February 14, 2016 - Fact #6: “The Later Writings of the New Testament Address Various Threats to the Early 
Christian Movement. ”Hebrews and the latter writings of the New Testament address a variety of threats to the Christian 
faith in the late first century and early second century CE. Some of these threats, such as heresy and apathy, came from 
within the Christian movement itself.  Other threats, such as persecution and execution, came from forces outside of the 
Christian Church.    
 

DATE TO BE DETERMINED – - Fact #7: “The Book Of Revelation Is a Message of Hope.” Contrary to popular belief, 
Revelation is not a book that attempts to predict the future for curiosity’s sake.  Like all good prophecy, Revelation looks to 
the future in order to motivate readers to act in the present day.  Moreover, Revelation is not a book that is intended to 
scare its readers.  Rather, Revelation seeks to assure its readers that they will be rewarded in God’s future kingdom for 
the hardships and suffering that they endure today because of their faith.  
 

The remainder of February programming relates to our church’s presence in our community and the international 
community. 
2/21/16 - Homelessness and Poverty in Gettysburg.  Churches and Community Responses 
Discussion led by: SCCAP- Exec. Dir. Megan Shreve; Gettysburg CARES- Mary Stevenson & Ruth’s Harvest -Jim Dunlap 
2/28/16 – International mission work in Konde Diocese in Tanzania.  Angee Hammer will be spending a year in volunteer 
mission service work departing for Tanzania in July 2016. Angee will talk to our group about the important mission in 
Tanzania. 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

The following persons are dealing with health concerns and are in need of your prayers… Phyllis Hale, 

Dolores Jordan Mildred Frew,  Nancy Forgang, Luke Shockey, Dennis Kendra, Christian Paul, John Sweeney, 

Connor Sullivan, David, Natalie Rimmer, Denise Krepley, Nancy Hardman, Jimmy Gibson, Ed Springer, Scott 
Bodner, Jerry Price, John Bohannon, Onalee Hall, Sherri Townsend, Blair Cruickshank, Jane Mountain, 

Keith Dorsey, Jerry Henderson, Tom Kellam, Bill Hartman, Paul Howe, Tom Howe, Matt Crawford, Bob 

Nester, Terry Slattery, Ronald Good, Robert Cummins, Scott Badger, John Sweeney, Mary Vogelsong, Abby 

McGaha, Hannah Greene and friends and families at the death of Jane Rice Jones, Ralph Peters 
 

Please keep the following persons who reside in nursing homes and those are homebound in your 
prayers… Helen Bream, Gladys Zech, Charles Aurand 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Deaths:  Melverda Padget Hook died on December 21, 2015 with a funeral on December 28, 2015 at Mt. 

 Pleasant Lutheran Church, Saluda, SC where Melverda was baptized, confirmed and married; Interment 

 was at Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church Cemetery, West Columbia, SC.  
  

 Jane Rice Jones died on December 29, 2016.  A memorial service is scheduled for January 29, 2016 at 

 Christ Lutheran Church. 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

2/1 – Ron Rock 

2/3 – Keith Ballantyne 

2/5 –Cindy Naugle, Matthew Remington 

2/6 – Marta Spangler 

2/8 – Ekaterina Arcelus 

2/9 – Kathy Bennett, Lauren Evans 

 Martha Schaller 

2/10 – Mimi Schlichter, Sue Shealer 

2/11 – Benjamin Heaton, Donna Nicholson 

 
 

2/12 – Troy Buck, Mark Dende                            

 David Doersom, Melverda Hook 

2/17 – Charity Heaton 

2/18 – Joel Folkemer 

2/21 – Easter Dorsey 

2/24 – Ryan Gastley 

2/26 – Bruce Carbaugh 

2/27 – Ashley Ballantyne, John Spangler 

2/28 – Linda Bell 

2/29 – Bill Schwartz

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Bill and Stephanie Blacksmith  February 14, 2001 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

EASTER TULIPS 
Cost-$10/8-bulb pot 

Deadline to order-February 21 
 

Please complete the form below if you are interested in ordering tulips for Easter Sunday.  They will come in 

various colors so you may choose which color you would like to take with you that morning. 
 

No. of 8 bulb tulip pots    

 

Given by          

 

In honor of               

 

In memory of               

 

To the Glory of God  



 


