
This week’s Bible story 

Zacchaeus 
 

Read: Luke 19:1-10 

Ask each other what you remember 
about:  

• Taxes  
• Zacchaeus  
• Tree  
• Jesus  
• Dinner  

Zacchaeus’ neighbors despised him 
for being a part of Roman 
domination. As a chief tax collector, 
Zacchaeus had contracted for the 
right to collect revenues in the 
district. He did so unfairly and to his 
own advantage.  

 

 

 

 

 

Caring Conversations 

1. What is your favorite meal to 
make and share when you have 
a friend over?  

2. What would you make for dinner 
if Jesus came to your house?  

3. When you don’t like a certain 
person, how do you deal with 
them?  

4. Brainstorm together all the 
different ways your family cares 
for others. Include big and little 
things, money given and time 
shared, random acts of 
kindness, and planned giving of 
yourselves and/or your 
resources. Is there another way 
you can care for others?  
 

Family Prayer 

Thank you, Jesus, for loving 
everyone. Help us to remember that 

your love is big and without 
exception. Help us to love in the 

same way. AMEN. 

 

 

 

Family Activity 

Make dinner for Jesus! Choose a 
menu, share the work, decorate a 
wonderful table and then leave a 
seat for Jesus - an empty chair at 
your table to remind you that Jesus 
is always present whenever people 
gather together.  

For Young Kids 

Go to your yard or park near your 
house to climb as high as you 
safely can on the playground 
equipment. How far can you see? 
Do you think you are as high as 
Zacchaeus was in the tree?  

For Older Kids 

Go tree climbing! Take and adult 
and make sure you are safe, but try 
your hand at climbing up a tree. 
How far can you see? How high do 
you think Zacchaeus climbed up the 
tree?  



Acts of Service 
Kids perform acts of service around the house as they remember that Jesus show us how to serve God and others. 

 
Supplies: Whiteboard or chart paper and cleaning supplies 
Set Up: Think of several jobs of service that could be completed in your home (wiping tables and chairs, sweeping floors, cleaning 
toys or supplies, praying for others, etc.). 
 
Instructions: Recall Luke 19:1-10 and ask: Who is walking with Zacchaeus? (Jesus) What do you think they are talking about? 
Allow time for kids to respond. After Zacchaeus met Jesus, Zacchaeus started caring for other people. Jesus shows us how to 
serve God and others. Let's practice serving one another today. 
 
1. Invite kids to suggest ways they could serve others from home. Record their ideas on the whiteboard or chart paper.  
1. Be prepared to give suggestions if necessary. What would you like to do to serve in our home today? 
2. Allow kids to serve encouraging them to try more than one type of service.  
 

Zacchaeus learned how to serve. We learn how to serve. Jesus shows us how to serve God and others. 
 

"Jesus Loves Me" Self-Portrait 
Kids create self-portraits to remind them that Jesus loves us before we are perfect. 

 
Supplies: Newspaper, Scissors (adult), Watercolor paper, Watercolor paints, Brushes, Small containers for water, Water, Mirrors 
Set Up: Cover the worktable with newspaper. Set out the watercolor supplies. Place mirrors so kids can see themselves. Cut 
construction paper or mat board to size for framing. 
 
Instructions: Today's story told us all about a man named Zacchaeus who didn't have many friends. He was a bully and a tax 
collector who was mean to the people around him. But when Jesus saw Zacchaeus watching him from the tree, Jesus knew what to 
do. He greeted Zacchaeus with love and asked to have dinner with him in his home. Jesus loved Zacchaeus even before he became 
a good man. I have something to tell you: Jesus loves us before we are perfect! Isn't that great news? Today, your project is to make 
a self-portrait – a reminder of Jesus' love for each of us. 
 
1. Encourage kids to look in a mirror before they begin to paint their self-portraits. 
2. To get kids started, have them paint a large oval on their paper to create a face shape, then move on from there. 
3. Once kids have finished their paintings, set them aside to dry. 
4. Display kids' portraits where they can enjoy them. 

 
I'm so glad that God made you just the way you are and that Jesus loves us before we are perfect! 



 



 


