1 Samuel 1:1-20
The books of 1 & 2 Samuel begin with the unique circumstances of Samuel’s
family and birth. It is the end of the era for judges in Israel and the transitional period
prior to the monarchy. At that time, the national and spiritual life of Israel was centered
in Shiloh. Sadly, it was a time when corrupt religious leaders failed to model holiness
and the people were lacking spiritual leadership. God was ready to intervene in Israel’s
history by first intervening in the life of a pious, suffering woman.
1.

Who were the main characters presented in this opening chapter? Describe their
character and actions.

2.

What were the many difficulties Hannah experienced? How did this cause her
grief?

3.

What did Hannah ask the Lord to do? What tension do you notice between
Hannah’s cry and her devotion to the Lord (vv. 10-11)?
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4.

Who witnessed Hannah’s desperate praying and how did he react (vv. 9-14)?
How did this misunderstanding contrast the deep longing of Hannah’s soul and
how was it resolved (vv. 15-18)?

5.

How was Hannah’s prayer answered (vv. 19-20)? What was mentioned about the
Lord in all this?

6.

How do you deal with deep disappointment? How does this affect your
relationship with God? What helps you during life’s difficult moments?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his love and mercy! Ask God to help you
deepen your trust in him in every circumstance. Pray for increased hope and joy in your
life. Pray that your suffering/difficulties would drive you to a deeper faith in God.
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1 Samuel 1:21-28
Hannah has been hailed as the most pious woman described in the Old Testament.
She was the only woman described as going to the house of the Lord and also the only
woman shown making and fulfilling a vow. She is definitely one of the great women of
faith who played a formative role in Israel’s history. David Firth aptly described
Hannah’s faith and deep devotion to God: “It is the offer of a woman with nothing to
give who can only offer to return what she has not yet received.”
1.

Why did Hannah not attend the annual sacrifice (vv. 21-22)? How did Elkanah
feel about this (v. 23; cf. Num. 30:1-2, 10-12)?

2.

When did Hannah eventually go to worship at Shiloh (v. 24)? What sacrifice did
she offer when she dedicated Samuel to the Lord (cf. Deut. 12:5, 6, 11)?

3.

Hannah vowed that her son would be a Nazarite (vv. 11, 28). What three
obligations were part of this vow (Num. 6:1-8)? Who were two other famous
Nazarites mentioned in the Bible (Judges 13:1-5; Luke 1:13-17)?
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4.

What vows or promises have you made in life? How is God honored when these
are fulfilled (cf. Deut. 23:21-23)? Conversely, how is he dishonored when these
are not fulfilled (cf. Lev. 19:12)?

5.

How did Hannah demonstrate submission to God? How does her example
challenge you?

6.

In what areas of your life do you need to dedicate to the Lord? How difficult is it
for you to fully surrender these things to God?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for hearing our prayers! Ask God to help you
deepen your trust in him as you surrender every area of your life to Christ. Ask God to
help you daily submit to his will and to joyfully worship him.
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1 Samuel 2:1-11
Hannah’s act of dedicating Samuel to the Lord also elicited a prayer of
thanksgiving for what the Lord had done. Hannah voiced that God has power to answer
prayer and reverse one’s fortunes. He alone is great and worthy of praise. It must be
noted that a similar prayer was expressed centuries later when Mary was chosen by God
to be the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:46-55). In both cases, we see women of humility
exalting God for his greatness and grace.
1.

Hannah’s psalm is a result of seeing her experience as something allowed by God.
Describe the elements of her prayer. What did she say about God’s character,
purpose, and the way he works?

2.

Why did Hannah mention “enemies” in her psalm (vv. 1, 10)?

3.

How did she realize a broader picture of God’s grace in light of her own specific
situation?
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4.

How were Hannah’s closing words prophetic (v. 10; cf. Ps. 89:24)? Who did she
mention and why is this important?

5.

What can you learn from Hannah’s example of worship and growth through
difficult trials (ch. 1-2; cf. Jas. 1:2-4)? How was God glorified in Hannah’s life
(cf. Rom. 8:28; II Cor. 12:10)?

6.

If you were to compose a prayer of thanksgiving or song of praise, what would
you include about God and your deliverance from a difficult situation?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his greatness and his grace! Ask God to
help you deepen your trust in him in all circumstances. Ask God to help you grow in
gratitude and thankfulness for all he’s done in your life.
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1 Samuel 2:12-26
It is not surprising that the corruption which permeated Israel during the time of
the judges was overtly seen in the leaders. It was during this time and in this kind of foul
environment that Samuel was raised. Even in the midst of growing wickedness, God was
preparing young Samuel to take the reins of leadership from those who abused it. God
would indeed intervene and show his favor to those who know him.
1.

What were the sins of Eli’s sons (vv. 12-17, 22-25)? How did they corrupt their
duties as priests (cf. Lev. 7:22-36)?

2.

In regards to his sons’ actions, what did Eli mean when he spoke of mediation for
sin (v. 25)? How did this reveal the hopelessness of their situation?

3.

What contrast do you see between Samuel and the sons of Eli? What contrast do
you see between their parents?
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4.

How were Samuel’s parents blessed by God (vv. 20-21)? How do you think this
impacted Hannah?

5.

How did elements of Hannah’s prayer (2:1-10) play out in the story concerning
Eli’s sons? How did God bring justice?

6.

What is the big difference between knowing about God and knowing God? How
can you grow in stature and favor with the Lord and with others?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he sustains us by his goodness despite the
wickedness around us. Pray for God to use you as a righteous and holy leader in a
corrupt world. Ask God to help you grow in stature and favor. Pray for your leaders.
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1 Samuel 23:27-36
It seemed like a classic case of “too little, too late” when Eli warned his sons
about the repercussions of their evil deeds. Sin might persist for a while, but it will be
held accountable and brought to judgment. God’s justice will prevail in his own timing
and ways. Make no mistake about it: God will be clear about his expectations and what
results when his will is followed or disobeyed.
1.

What did the man of God say about the Lord’s actions towards Eli’s ancestor’s
(vv. 27-28)? What was actually promised to Eli’s father’s house (cf. Ex. 28:1, 2930; Num. 18:1, 7, 20)?

2.

What was Eli’s major failure (v. 29; cf. 3:13; Matt. 18:15)? What punishment
would come upon the descendants of Eli (vv. 30-33)?

3.

When God judges Eli’s household as promised, who would then lead Israel (v.
35)? How and why was God preparing this transition to take happen?
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4.

What expectations did God have for priests in Israel? What expectations does
God have for Christian pastors and leaders today (Jas. 3:1; 1 Pt. 5:1-4; 1 Tim. 3:113; 2 Tim. 4:1-2; 2:15)?

5.

How and why are Christians held accountable for privilege and power that God
graciously bestows? How are you tempted to feel entitled?

6.

How is God honored by the way you live? What things in your life bring
dishonor to God? How can this be remedied? How can you be more intentional
about living for God’s glory and honor?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he guides and supports us to make right
choices. Ask God to help you obey his will. Pray for those who have wandered from the
faith and continue to rebel in sin. Ask God to guard your heart from the snare of sin.
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1 Samuel 3
In our culture, it seems incredibly difficult to listen - really listen. It takes focus
and willingness to be an active listener who is attentive to the speaker. But what about
listening to God? Now that’s interesting. How do we know when and how God speaks,
and are we attentive to what he says? Maybe we can say as Samuel did, “Speak Lord, for
your servant listens.”
1.

Why was the word of the Lord rare in those days (v. 1; cf. Judges 17:6; 21:25)?

2.

How would you describe Samuel’s “call” (vv. 4-10)? How did Eli help him
discern God’s leading (vv. 8-9)?

3.

What did the Lord reveal to Samuel (vv. 11-14)? Why was this necessary (cf.
2:27-36)?
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4.

How was Samuel’s prophetic ministry validated by God (3:1, 19-21)? How was
God bringing hope to Israel through Samuel?

5.

How does verse 19 prove that the condition revealed in verse 7 no longer existed
(cf. Josh. 21:45; 23:14)?

6.

How do you discern the Lord’s voice or call in your life? How do you respond to
the word of God?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he guides us by his word. Ask God to
help you listen to his will. Pray for ears that are attentive to his voice and a heart that
obeys his word. Ask God to help you develop a deeper prayer life.
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1 Samuel 4:1-11
When dealing with the aftermath of a bad decision, some have replied, “Well, it
seemed good at the time.” More often than not, the plan didn’t even look good on paper.
Why? Usually, assumptions are made without considering the cost or questioning
motives. Now look at Israel’s predicament when battling the Philistines. Sadly, they did
not inquire about God’s will, yet God’s will was being played out.
1.

What superstitious action was employed by the leaders of Israel following their
defeat (vv. 2-5)? Why did the leaders act this way? What would have been a
better option?

2.

How did the Philistines respond to Israel’s second battle plan (vv. 5-9)?

3.

What was the result of Israel’s foolish action (vv. 10-11)?
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4.

As the leader goes, so goes the nation. Describe the positive and negative aspects
of this truth. Explain the implications if we insert “family” or “church” for
nation.

5.

How might some Christians be tempted to act superstitiously today? Do you
think we have subtle hints of it in our daily lives? Why is this so dangerous?

6.

How have you ever relied on religious symbols, rituals, or past spiritual
experiences as a substitute for the real thing [a relationship with God]? How can
you rightly experience God’s presence and power?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his presence and power. Ask God to help
you obey his will. Pray for your attentiveness to God’s presence and a desire to worship
him with all your life.
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1 Samuel 4:12-22
In looking at last week’s text (1 Samuel 4:1-11), we saw things go from bad to
worse. The rest of the chapter reveals that things went from worse to worst! One could
rightly say that Eli’s house and all Israel hit rock bottom. Death and despair…it’s not a
happy sight. Life is certainly about choices and we reap what we sow.
1.

What four-fold message did the Benjaminite runner give to Eli and inhabitants of
Shiloh (vv. 12-17)?

2.

What was Eli’s primary concern when knowing bad news was imminent? How
did this affect him (v. 18)?

3.

Why did Eli and the townspeople react the way they did? What did the loss of the
ark of God mean to them?
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4.

What good news was overshadowed by bad news (vv. 19-22)? What name was
given to signify the catastrophe? Why was this emphasized and how deep was its
meaning?

5.

Why did God withdraw blessing from Israel? In what ways does God withhold
his blessing from Christians today? Why would God not bless his followers?

6.

How can you draw nearer to God (cf. 2 Chron. 7:14; Jas. 4:8)? How is God’s
glory evident in your life? In other words, how is your relationship with God?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his presence and blessings. Ask God to
help you obey his will. Pray for your attentiveness to God’s presence and a desire to
worship him with all your life.
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1 Samuel 5
As we saw in 1 Samuel 4, Israel was having a string of devastating losses. They
hit rock bottom and now seemed spiritually, politically, and emotionally ruined. Yet all
seemed good on the victor’s side as they proudly took the spoils of war. Unfortunately
for the Philistines, their celebration would be short-lived.
1.

Where did the Philistines transport the ark of God and what did they do with it
(vv. 1-2)? What did they assume about it? What surprise did they encounter the
very next day (v. 3)?

2.

What is the symbolism of Dagon’s posture and predicament (vv. 3-5)? What
spiritual reality was being highlighted?

3.

How were the Philistines of Ashdod affected by the ark’s presence and how did
they assess their terrible situation (vv. 6-8a)?
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4.

What resulted when the ark came to Gath and then to Ekron (vv. 8b-12)? How
did these people react to the presence and power of the living God?

5.

What is the significance of the “hand of the Lord” in this chapter (vv. 6, 7, 9, 11)?
What lesson did the Philistines learn that the Israelites did not?

6.

How are you awed by God’s power? What do you know about the power of God?
How have you experienced it?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his presence and power. Pray for a heart
that submits to his authority and joyfully praises him for his sovereignty and majesty.
Ask God to display his power in your life and in your church.

18

1 Samuel 6:1-7:2
The Philistines were probably overjoyed when they conquered Israel on the
battlefield, but now they encountered the power and destructiveness of Yahweh and
wanted nothing to do with this devastation. Though they saw the actions of God, they
couldn’t quite figure out how best to respond. All they knew was that they needed to get
the ark out of Philistia.
1.

How long was the heavy hand of the Lord upon the Philistines? What did they do
to remove God’s wrath from their presence (6:1-12)?

2.

Even when the Philistines knew God was punishing them, why do you think they
still failed to turn to him (cf. Rev. 9:20-21)? How does this occur with people
today?

3.

How did the Israelites of Beth-Shemesh respond to seeing the ark return (6:1316)? Yet what tragedy befell some of them (6:19-20)? Why did this happen (cf.
Num. 4:20; 2 Sam. 6:6-7)?
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4.

What is expressed about God’s power and holiness (v. 20)? How are you aware
of God’s power and holiness today?

5.

Who did the men of Beth-Shemesh ask to take the ark (6:21)? Where did they
take it and how long did it remain there (7:1-2)?

6.

It’s one thing to know about God’s power, but another thing to actually respond to
it. How does your obedience to God actually magnify his greatness? How is this
reflected to others?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his presence and power. Pray for a heart
that submits to his authority and joyfully praises him for his sovereignty and majesty.
Ask God to display his power in your life and in your church.
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1 Samuel 7:2-17
The ark ended up residing in the town of Kiriath-jearim for twenty years (v. 2).
All of Israel seemed to be in disarray due to their waywardness and Samuel was bringing
them back to the Lord. Samuel’s judgeship had a far-reaching impact on Israel (vv. 1517). He provided encouragement for the people as they battled against the Philistines and
also helped them get focused on the Lord.
1.

What did Samuel mean by saying, “If you are returning to the Lord” (v. 3)? What
are three characteristics that accompany “returning” (cf. Jer. 3:11a; 4:1-2; Deut.
4:30; 30:2; Hosea 14:1-2; Joel 2:12-13)?

2.

How was Samuel’s call to repentance a national exhortation rather than an
individualistic one? Why was Israel’s need to repent so widespread?

3.

In the battle against the Philistines, what were the particular roles and actions of
the Israelites, Samuel, and God (vv. 3-14)?
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4.

What monument did Samuel erect and what was its significance (vv. 12-14)?

5.

What lessons do we learn from memorials and monuments? Why is it important
to remember past events? How does it affect our view of God?

6.

What essential elements of repentance are noteworthy for us (cf. 2 Cor. 7:10)?
Why is repentance necessary for Christians?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he forgives us of sin. Pray for a heart that
truly repents from evil and moves closer to God. Ask God to help you discard any idols
and bad practices from your life and commit to following Christ daily.
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1 Samuel 8
Much has time has passed and chapter eight begins with the mere fact of Samuel’s
advanced age. The elders of Israel now found themselves at a leadership crossroads how will they proceed to secure their land and grow in strength? This comes to a head
when Samuel is confronted about Israel’s future.
1.

Who were Samuel’s sons and what was their leadership role (vv. 1-3)? How were
they characterized and who did they resemble (cf. 2:12, 17, 22-25)?

2.

What issues did the elders of Israel have with Samuel (vv. 4-5)? What did they
demand and why? What were the implications of such a demand (cp. Ex. 19:5-6;
Deut. 7:1-16; 8:11-20)?

3.

How did Samuel respond (v. 6)? What was God’s response to the whole situation
(vv. 7-8; cf. Deut. 17:14-20)?
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4.

What warnings did Samuel give concerning a king’s actions (vv. 10-18)? What
key word is repeated for emphasis? How did this reveal the way the world
works?

5.

Why did the elders dismiss his warnings (vv. 19-20)? What did their hearts really
desire? How did this attitude contrast Israel’s need for God revealed in chapter
seven (cf. Num. 14:11)?

6.

Sadly, how are we also tempted to dismiss our identity in God and want to be like
the world (cf. Rom. 12:2a)? How can you live “in the world” without becoming
like it? How can you become more dependent on God for your security &
success?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and providential care over
you. Ask God to help you trust him wholeheartedly for your peace, security, and success.
Pray for a greater dependency on God for all things in all circumstances.
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1 Samuel 9:1-10:8
Despite Samuel’s warnings about Israel pursuing a monarchy like the Canaanites,
the elders persisted in their cries for a king (ch. 8). As we discover in 1 Samuel 9-10,
God grants the request of the people and chooses one who is not like other kings. In fact,
the word king [melek] is never used; instead, Saul is touted as a leader/commander
[nagid] of his people.
1.

What are some characteristics of Saul that were highlighted in this passage?

2.

What does the anointing with oil signify (10:1; cf. Isa. 61:1; Zech. 4:14)? How
was Saul’s anointing different than previous rituals (Lev. 8:12, 30)?

3.

What three events did Samuel say would happen to Saul that would confirm his
selection as Israel’s new leader (10:2-7)?
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4.

How do you see God’s guiding hand throughout the story? What things fall into
place that reveals God at work?

5.

How does God work in subtle but sovereign ways through our circumstances to
accomplish his purposes?

6.

In what ways do you notice God’s influence and direction in your life? How do
you respond to God’s leadership in your life?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and divine guidance. Ask
God to help you follow his will and his ways. Pray for a greater discernment of God’s
leading in your life and the courage to live boldly for him.
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1 Samuel 10:9-27
The three signs that Samuel prophesied to Saul had come to pass. Saul was
probably wondering how his week got turned upside down as he returned home after
searching for his donkeys. He wasn’t the only one searching for something - Israel was
also searching for their desired king. God would point them in the direction of his choice
for their longing.
1.

What happened when Saul met the group of prophets (vv. 10-13)? Why did this
occur? What is meant by the question in verse 11?

2.

What kind of transformation did Saul have (v. 9)? How did he become a different
person? How did this prepare him for what God ordained?

3.

When speaking to his uncle, why did Saul conceal his private encounter with
Samuel (vv. 14-16)?
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4.

Why did Samuel call a convocation at Mizpah (vv. 17-21)? Why is this place
significant (cf. 7:5-17)?

5.

How did Israel’s new leader present himself (vv. 22-23)? How was he received
by the people (vv. 24-27)?

6.

How is it also true today that God is working through various circumstances to
bring about his purposes? How do you see this in your own life?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and divine guidance. Ask
God to help you follow his will and his ways. Pray for a greater discernment of God’s
leading in your life and the courage to live boldly for him.
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1 Samuel 11:1-11
Saul’s accession to the throne had three steps: designation (10:17-27),
demonstration (11:1-11), and confirmation (11:12-15). In today’s passage, we’ll look at
how Saul actually demonstrates that he is kingly material. It came about in a rather
interesting way and shows us once again that God is moving powerfully to accomplish
his purposes.
1.

Who was Nahash and what threat did he make against the leaders of Jabesh
Gilead? Why was there such animosity (cf. Judges 11:22-33)?

2.

How did the city leaders respond? What did Nahash probably think of this?

3.

Where was Saul when this event occurred? How did he respond to the crisis (cf.
Judges 3:10; 14:19)? How did he use such a creative way to communicate to
Israel’s tribes? What was the end result?
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4.

What leadership characteristics did Saul possess?

5.

How has God’s Spirit rushed on you [come upon you with power] to accomplish
something? How has God moved you to act in a way that otherwise would not
have happened without his prompting?

6.

What challenges do you face which reveal your need for God’s power and
enablement? How do you trust God in the midst of difficult circumstances?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and power. Ask God to
help you faithfully follow his will and his ways. Pray for a greater trust in God’s leading
in your life and the courage to live boldly for him.
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1 Samuel 11:12-15
Saul’s accession to the throne had three steps: designation (10:17-27),
demonstration (11:1-11), and confirmation (11:12-15). In today’s passage, we’ll look at
how Saul was finally confirmed as Israel’s first king. It wasn’t without a bit of
controversy, though. We see how the new king dealt with his critics and how this would
impact the community.
1.

Why was there discord in Israel after their victory over the Ammonites (v. 12; cf.
10:27)? What worldly action did people seek and to whom did they complain?

2.

What did Saul say in response to this (v. 13)? How did he help them gain a better
perspective?

3.

What does this indicate about his character and leadership at this point in his life?
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4.

Why did Samuel instruct the people to assemble at Gilgal (vv. 14-15; cf. 7:16;
10:8)? What significance would this event have (cf. Josh. 5:9-12)? How was this
event different from Saul’s initial coronation at Mizpah (cf. 10:17-21)?

5.

Though Israel now had a king, how was it evident that God still acted as their
savior? Why is this important to remember?

6.

How do you view the leaders God has placed in your life? How can you have a
better perspective and attitude about human leaders being chosen by God (cf.
Rom. 13:1-7)?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and power. Ask God to
help you faithfully follow his will and his ways. Ask God to help you submit to the
governing authorities. Pray that God is glorified in the way you talk about them.
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1 Samuel 12
Samuel’s farewell address is anything but a sappy speech reminiscing the good
old days. He still admonishes the people to follow God and to own up to their calling as
the people of God. Though it is a speech particularly given to Israel, it has great
importance for Christians who need the focus and dedication to the Lord.
1.

Why did Samuel expose himself to scrutiny (vv. 1-5)? What was his aim?

2.

What righteous acts did the Lord do for Israel (vv. 6-12)? How did Israel respond
to God throughout their history? Why do you think they acted this way? In what
ways could we have this same attitude?

3.

What positive commands did Samuel give to Israel (vv. 13-15, 24-25)? Which of
these commands are relevant for Christians today? What negative consequences
for disobedience were also highlighted?
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4.

What “great thing” did the Lord do before their eyes (vv. 16-18)? Why did he do
it? When did it happen and why is the timing so significant?

5.

How did the people respond to Samuel (v. 19)? How did he admonish them (vv.
20-21)? What did Samuel say about God’s character and dedication (v. 22)?
What is said about Samuel’s (v. 23)?

6.

Consider the great things the Lord has done for you (v. 24). Why must we
remember these things daily? What happens when we forget?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his goodness and grace! Ask God to help
you faithfully follow his will and his ways. Pray for a deeper devotion to the Lord that
gives testimony to his amazing work in your life. Pray for a boldness to share about
Jesus with others and for God to use you to impact others in Jesus’ name.

34

1 Samuel 13:1-14
The 12th chapter of 1 Samuel closes with the reminder of God’s great faithfulness
to his people. Of course, the big question is whether or not Israel and her king will be
faithful to God. In chapter 13, we get a glimpse of what happened to Saul and the people
in the midst of their back-and-forth battle with the Philistines. Saul certainly thought
desperate times call for desperate measures.
1.

How did the Israelite attack of the Philistines begin (vv. 2-4)? What was the
subsequent response by the Philistines (v. 5)? In turn, how did the Israelites react
(vv. 6-8, 15)?

2.

What was Saul initially commanded to do (v. 8; cf. 10:8)? How did he disobey
Samuel’s instructions (vv. 9-10)? Did he have legitimate concerns?

3.

How did Saul respond to Samuel’s inquisitive rebuke (vv. 11-12)? What does this
say about his ability to handle the pressures of leadership?
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4.

What discipline did Saul receive for his foolish actions (vv. 13-14)? Was this fair
punishment? Why or why not? What do you think is the real issue?

5.

How do you handle delays (which are actually part of God’s own time table)?
How are you tempted to compromise or do things on your own time schedule?

6.

Why does God value our obedience above all else? What are some heart issues
that need to be addressed for you to be more obedient to the Lord?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and timing. Pray for a
deeper trust in God as you wait for him to guide & direct you. Pray for a heart devoted to
seeking God. Ask God to help you obey him at all times and through all circumstances.
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1 Samuel 13:15-22
It’s much easier to praise God and focus on him when times are pleasant. This is
certainly not the case in 1 Samuel 13 in regards to Saul and Israel. Israel needs rescuing
and it doesn’t look like the king will accomplish it this time. Things went from bad to
worse with no hope in sight.
1.

What was the result of Saul’s disobedience (vv. 15-18; cf. 10:5-8)? What were
the Philistines doing that created havoc and fear?

2.

Why was Israel so dependent upon the Philistines (vv. 19-22)? How did the
Philistines keep them subjugated and always at a disadvantage?

3.

How dire and hopeless was Israel’s situation? How do you think this affected
their psyche?
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4.

How can bleak circumstances and fear block your faith in God and hope in his
deliverance?

5.

What difficult situations have you experienced that challenged your hope of
rescue or relief? How has your perspective of God and faith in God changed?

6.

How has God instilled hope in you (cf. Ps. 39:7; 40:1-3; 42:5; Lam. 3:21-26)? In
what ways can you encourage others in their hope and faith in God during the
hard times?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for bringing hope when we think our situation
is hopeless. Pray for a deeper trust in God through all circumstances. Ask God to
increase your faith and anchor your hope in Jesus our Savior.
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1 Samuel 13:23-14:23
Talk about being stuck between a rock and a hard place: Israel’s army was
hapless and hopeless in the shadow of a huge enemy force. Their only hope was to trust
that God was going to do something utterly amazing. It certainly takes a bit of faith to
even think God could come through in impossible circumstances.
1.

What brave idea was conceived and implemented by Jonathan (14:1, 4-14)? Why
did he do it and what did it accomplish (14:23)?

2.

What was Saul doing during Jonathan’s expedition (14:2-3)? Who was with Saul
and where were they staying? When did Saul finally move (14:16-20)?

3.

Why do you think the information about Abijah is significant to this story (14:3,
18-19)? What was his designated role?
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4.

How did Jonathan demonstrate faith? How did he discern God’s will in this
particular situation? Does God usually work in this manner? Why or why not?

5.

What role does faith play in your decision making? How does trusting God
enable you to act with confidence?

6.

Even when following God’s will, why do you still face obstacles? How can these
obstacles deepen your trust in God and bolster courage to live boldly for him?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for bringing hope when we think our situation
is hopeless. Pray for a deeper trust in God through all circumstances. Ask God to
increase your faith and help you to discern his will.
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1 Samuel 14:24-46
Jonathan’s bold faith in God to fight against the Philistines provided the
momentum Israel needed to witness God at work. Unexplainably, Israel routed the
Philistines in the most mismatched contest. Of course, it wasn’t the disaster predicted by
both sides - “the Lord saved Israel that day” (v. 29). Despite this truth, Saul acted to the
contrary and decided to take control.
1.

What rash oath did Saul make and how did it affect his army (vv. 24-28)? How
has Saul “troubled the land” (v. 29)?

2.

In this whole affair, who did the soldiers obey and who did they disobey? Why
did they act this way?

3.

Do you think Saul already knew the identity of the “guilty” one (v. 39)? What do
you suppose about their relationship to God and to one another?
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4.

How did Saul hinder the success of God’s work [note: Saul stifled winning while
having accidentally promoted sinning]? How can a Christian fall into this same
trap?

5.

How do the failures of Saul prove to be an important warning for us today? What
happens when attitudes and actions remain unchecked?

6.

How tempting is it for you to desire control over your circumstances? How does
it happen in subtle ways? If you succumb, what effect does it have on others?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his will and his ways. Pray for a deeper
trust in God as you follow him. Ask God to increase your faith and help you to discern
his will. Pray that you demonstrate an unwavering obedience to God’s will.
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1 Samuel 14:47-52
Though Saul’s career was not at its end, the author inserts an appendix to describe
Saul’s reign. It is a simplistic summary of exploits but also adds some information that is
pertinent to the narrative which follows. The reader already knows that Saul’s reign will
not last so the author provides this appendix before describing the decline in Saul’s
approval rating.
1.

At first glance, what does the appendix section state about Saul’s reign?

2.

Who were Saul’s enemies on the list? Why does the author mention that Saul
fought them on all sides?

3.

What did the people expect from Saul when he became their leader? How did
Saul become the king Israel deserved?
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4.

Though Saul was king, did he truly reign? How was his life marked by conflict?
Why do you think this was so?

5.

How is it easy for you to live as a self-reliant Christian? Sadly, what does selfreliance produce? How does it impact your faith and trust in God?

6.

In what situations do you rely more on your own plans and abilities than relying
on God? How can you become more dependent upon God?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his direction and guidance. Pray for a
deeper trust in God as you follow him. Ask God to increase your faith and help you to
live each day in reliance upon him.
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1 Samuel 15:1-23
It was only a matter of time before Saul would receive his rejection notice.
Though the news does not necessarily surprise the reader, what does is how Saul’s
situation affected God, Samuel, and Israel. Saul wasn’t the only one who suffered for his
decisions and compromises. His battles were not confined to military operations, but
included the battlefield of his own heart.
1.

What command of the Lord did Samuel give to Saul (vv. 1-3)? Why was it
issued? How did Saul carry out this instruction (vv. 4-9)?

2.

What was God’s response to Saul’s actions (vv. 10-11)? How did Samuel react
(v. 11)?

3.

How does Saul move from being “small in [his] own eyes” (v. 17) to being big in
his own eyes (v. 12)? What selfish exploit brought him to Carmel? What was the
condition of his heart?
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4.

How did Saul compromise obedience? How did he fix blame to the soldiers while
rationalizing his own sin (vv. 13-21)?

5.

What does “to obey is better than sacrifice” mean (v. 22; cf. Prov. 21:3)? What
two sins did Samuel address to Saul (v. 23)? What was the final verdict regarding
Saul’s kingship?

6.

How easy is it for you to compromise obedience to God? In what ways can you
excel at obeying God’s commands while also growing in your relationship with
Christ?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his Word and the way he guides you. Pray
for God to search your heart for any rebellious inclination and ask him to help you obey
him at all times. Pray for an attitude of “no compromise” in the way you live for Christ.
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1 Samuel 15:24-35
It was only a matter of time before Saul would receive his rejection notice.
Though the news does not necessarily surprise the reader, what does is how Saul’s
situation affected God, Samuel, and Israel. Saul wasn’t the only one who suffered for his
decisions and compromises. His battles were not confined to military operations, but
included the battlefield of his own heart.
1.

What excuse did Saul give to Samuel (v. 24)? Why wasn’t Saul forgiven and
restored after he confessed to Samuel (vv. 25-31; cf. 2 Cor. 7:10)?

2.

What characteristic of God was highlighted to convince Saul of the final verdict
(v. 29; cf. Num. 23:19)? Why is this important for us to remember?

3.

What types of alternatives do we present to God in place of genuine worship?
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4.

Why does God command total allegiance and obedience? What happens when we
obey? What about when we disobey him?

5.

When do you find yourself fearing people and obeying their voice instead of
obeying the Lord? How does this affect your relationship with God?

6.

How does the truth of reaping what you sow reveal the blessings of your
obedience? How does it reveal areas of compromise? What areas of your life
need more attention to enable you to fully obey God and receive his blessing?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his Word and the way he guides you. Pray
for God to search your heart for any rebellious inclination and ask him to help you obey
him at all times. Pray for an attitude of “no compromise” in the way you live for Christ.

48

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Even though Saul has been rejected as king, God does not altogether discard
kingship from Israel. His plans will not be thwarted. God’s sovereign choice leads his
prophet Samuel to anoint a seemingly unlikely candidate. We discover that the new king
will be selected not by human standards, but by divine purpose.
1.

How and why did Samuel mourn for Saul (v. 1; cf. 15:11, 35)?

2.

What did the Lord command Samuel to do (vv. 1-3)? How did Samuel struggle
yet eventually obey (vv. 2-5)?

3.

How did Samuel naturally interpret who would possibly be the next king (vv. 6,
8-11)? What supernatural truth did God reveal to Samuel about this (v. 7)?
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4.

Concerning the statement in verse 7, how is this truth emphasized in Jesus’
teaching (Matt. 6:1; 7:15; cf. John 3:25; Rom. 2:28-29)?

5.

What characteristics of David are mentioned and even assumed within the context
of this event (vv. 12-13)?

6.

How do you tend to view other people? In what ways can you excel at knowing
someone’s heart and character?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that his ways are perfect. Pray for a better
understanding of God’s heart and his sovereign choices in your life. Ask God to help you
honor and obey him in all things and at all times.
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1 Samuel 16:14-23
Here we see two kings rapidly going in different directions: Saul is going
downhill fast after having God’s blessing withdrawn while David is working his way up
the ranks, albeit with Saul’s initial blessing. There is no indication that David, the kingin-waiting, desires to usurp the throne. What we do see is God’s sovereign activity
guiding David to become the king who obeys Yahweh.
1.

What is Saul’s predicament (v. 14)? What suggestion was offered by his servants
and how did Saul receive it (vv. 15-17)?

2.

What six characteristics are used to describe David (v. 18)? Which of these
would benefit Saul?

3.

How did David’s job description change once he entered into Saul’s service (vv.
20-23)? How did David’s presence affect Saul?
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4.

How does the idea of God’s sovereignty and his sending a harmful/evil spirit fit
together (vv. 14-16, 23)? Why did God do this? How was it recognized?

5.

How does Saul’s situation highlight an even larger truth that departing from God
(thereby having God’s blessing depart) allows troubles to mount? How have you
witnessed God’s blessing departing from the disobedient?

6.

How should we live? For Christians wanting God’s blessing, the goal is to live in
the Spirit and not in the flesh (Gal. 5). How can you excel in this endeavor? How
can you live as a person who is filled with the Holy Spirit?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he is sovereign and gracious. Pray for a
heart attuned to do God’s will and for the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in you.
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1 Samuel 17:1-32
A battle of epic proportions is ready to happen. The story of David v. Goliath is
great literature known the world over and yet many people have missed the true
significance of its placement in the narrative of 1 Samuel. The truths of the previous
chapter now become confirmed: Yahweh’s blessing is withdrawn from Saul and he
stands powerless against an intimidating foe while the Spirit-filled David proves his
worth to be the next king.
1.

How did Saul and his army view their difficult circumstances (vv. 1-11)? What
was their plan of action? How was Saul’s demeanor different than how he
previously led Israel into battle (cf. ch. 11)?

2.

How did Saul’s army react to Goliath and the Philistine army (vv. 19-24)?

3.

In contrast to Saul and his army, what was David’s role and attitude (vv. 1227)?
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4.

What comparisons can you make between Saul and David as well as Goliath and
David?

5.

How did David possess a divine perspective of what was happening? How did he
truly demonstrate that he is a man after God’s own heart (13:14; cf. 16:13)?

6.

How are you prompted to act by faith when confronted with difficult situations?
How can this encourage others (v. 32)?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he uses unexpected people to carry out his
purposes. Pray for God to use you to represent him and work powerfully through you.
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1 Samuel 17:33-58
As the tension on the battlefield increases, so does the contrast between David and
Saul: David springs into action while Saul is paralyzed to act. The reader is once again
reminded that the Lord sovereignly chooses unexpected people to carry out his purposes.
David was indeed destined for this moment.
1.

How did David exhibit faith, obedience, and courage (vv. 32, 37ff; cf. Ps. 18:1-3;
31:23-24; 37:39-40; 56:10-11)?

2.

How was David criticized by his eldest brother and King Saul (vv. 28-33)? How
was he mocked by Goliath (vv. 41-44)?

3.

In what ways did David’s past experience of God’s deliverance provide
confidence for him to deal with this [and any] situation (vv. 34-37)?
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4.

How have God’s dealings with you in the past given you confidence for the
future?

5.

How did David show zeal for the Lord and repudiation of evil (vv. 45-47; cf.
Prov. 16:18)? How did his victory over Goliath instill confidence in Israel (vv.
48-58)?

6.

What major difficulties do you face? How can you grow in confident faith and
get courage from God to do what needs to be done?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he guides us by his Holy Spirit. Pray for
God to increase your faith as you live boldly for him.
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1 Samuel 18:1-16
Acts of honor and loyalty seem rare today as people operate out of a mindset of
convenience rather than commitment. In friendships as well as work relationships, it
takes a lot of conviction to be loyal and this is especially so when there is friction. We
find that this concept of commitment is rooted in covenant relationships and it is vividly
portrayed in David’s life.
1.

List your observations of the passage. Make note of contrasts, similarities,
attitudes, and motives of the characters involved.

2.

What important qualities of friendship existed between Jonathan and David (vv.
1-4; cf. Prov. 17:17; 18:24)? What do you think are important characteristics of a
godly friendship?

3.

How did Jonathan show honor and loyalty to David? Why is this significant?
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4.

How did David rise to prominence? How did the people view him (vv. 1-7, 16)?

5.

Why did Saul feel threatened by David (vv. 8-15)? How did Saul react to David’s
growing popularity and prosperity?

6.

What does it mean that “the Lord was with him” (vv. 12, 14; cf. v. 28)? In a
similar way, can it be said [of you] that the Lord is with you? What things would
people say about you?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for the friendships you have. Ask God to help
you deepen your commitment to serve others and honor your covenant relationships.
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1 Samuel 18:17-30
Chapter 18 begins and ends with one of Saul’s children entering into a covenant
relationship with David. In between these events, Saul is scheming to rid himself of this
perceived threat to his success. This is certainly not going according to what Saul
planned!
1.

What attempts does Saul make to get rid of David (vv. 17, 21: cf. vv. 10-11)?
Why would he do such things (vv. 25, 29; cf. vv. 8-9)?

2.

How and why does Saul violate his promise to David (vv. 17, 19; cf. 17:25)?
Actually, how does Saul give a new promise that needs to be earned?

3.

What is the irony of the repeated phrase in verses 20 and 26? How does it reveal
the contrast of intentions (cf. Gen. 50:20)?
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4.

How does David show loyalty to Saul (vv. 5, 10, 26-27)? What is his attitude in
the king’s presence (vv. 18, 23, 26)?

5.

How does Saul’s devious plan backfire (vv. 28-30)? Why does he become more
afraid of David?

6.

How do you respond when things don’t go as planned? What about when you
have been treated unfairly? How might these responses reveal our trust (or lack
thereof) in God’s sovereignty and care?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for his care in the midst of uncertain and often
difficult times. Ask God to help you deepen your trust in him in all circumstances.
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1 Samuel 19
Once again, Saul’s hatred toward David hits new lows while the friendship
between Jonathan and David is strengthened. Things are getting crazy in the king’s court
as Saul seeks various ways to destroy David. God cares for those he calls and this is seen
in the way he protects David from the schemes of Saul.
1.

This chapter has four sections that depict four times David was delivered from
Saul (vv. 1-7; 8-10; 11-17; 18-24).
How was David threatened?

How was David delivered?

a.

b.

c.

d.

2.

How did Jonathan intercede on David’s behalf (vv. 1-7)? How does Saul
respond?

3.

In what ways do Michal’s actions resemble those of Rachel (vv. 11-17; cf. Gen.
31:19, 34-35)?
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4.

What is your reaction to the fact that there were teraphim [idols] in David’s
house? How do you reconcile this with the knowledge of David’s character and
loyalty to God? Does it really matter? Why or why not?

5.

Psalm 59 reflects on the event described in 1 Samuel 19:11-17. What does David
say about God and his enemies? What kind of emotions does he express in this
song that stem from his experience?

6.

How aware are you of God’s protection? How has he delivered you from enemies
or difficult circumstances? How is this an act of sovereign grace?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for his protection and grace. Pray for
endurance during difficult trials and for God to give you peace in his presence.
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1 Samuel 20:1-23
It’s official - David is now on the run. Saul has shown his true colors and will
stop at nothing to kill David. Under such grievous circumstances, the covenant between
Jonathan and David is renewed and reinforced. No matter what happens, they will be
there for each other.
1.

What was David trying to explain to Jonathan that was beyond Jonathan’s
understanding (vv. 1-3)?

2.

Why do people who faithfully follow God experience open antagonism from
others? Is that always a bad thing (cf. Matt. 5:10-12; Jas. 1:2-4)?

3.

What extreme measures does David take in order to remain safe (vv. 1-11)? What
purpose does David’s ruse serve?
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4.

How does David’s “worst case scenario” proposal to Jonathan contradict what
God has already promised him (vv. 7-9; cf. 16:12-13)?

5.

What indication is given that Jonathan accepts David’s call to be king (vv. 12-13,
30-31; cf. 13:13-14; 15:22-23)?

6.

What is the quality and depth of your Christian friendships? How is there mutual
support and encouragement? How can these relationships grow and thrive?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for friends who stand by your side no matter
the circumstances. Ask God to strengthen your friendships as well as bring new godly
friends into your life. Pray for courage and grace as you support your friends.
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1 Samuel 20:24-42
Jonathan learns what the reader has already firmly grasped - Saul is out of control
and bent on destroying David. While the narrative plays out in predicted ways, the twist
involves the emotions of all three characters described. Their words matter and what
they do reveals where they stand with God and one another.
1.

Why is David’s absence a big issue in Saul’s mind (vv. 24-27)? How does Saul
respond to the news (vv. 28-33)?

2.

How is Jonathan stuck in the middle between his father and his friend? How is
his situation a tricky one to navigate?

3.

In this chapter, what incredible contrast exists between Jonathan and Saul doing
God’s will?
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4.

How does covenant govern your relationships with others? In another way, how
do you fulfill vows to your friends?

5.

How was David and Jonathan’s farewell (vv. 35-42)? How was there an element
of trusting God for their unforeseen future?

6.

Sometimes friendships have been born out of adversity (Prov. 17:17). How have
certain friends been there for you? How have you helped your friends amidst
hard times? How do you entrust your friends to God and pray for them?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and care. Pray for a deeper
trust in God when times are difficult and the future seems uncertain. Ask God to help
you encourage friends experiencing hard circumstances.
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1 Samuel 21
David is on the run from Saul. As he arrives at various locations, he encounters
people who wonder why he is there. The two particular conversations noted in chapter
21 show a change of behavior in David that reveals the stress of his predicament.
1.

How do David’s actions show a natural self-interest (vv. 1-9)? What do you think
he was trying to accomplish?

2.

How do you have a tendency to act on your own strength before turning to the
Lord? When does this happen to you?

3.

Why does David choose to flee to Gath? What is so puzzling about this decision
(vv. 8-9; cf. 17:23)? How does the phrase “the enemy of my enemy is my friend”
apply here?
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4.

Read Psalm 34. What key phrases are used by David to express his thinking and
emotions while in the wilderness?

5.

Name some biblical characters that had experiences in the wilderness/desert.
Why did God allow them to have a “wilderness” experience?

6.

The school of hard knocks in biblical times was known as the wilderness school.
How has God educated you through his “wilderness” school? Are you still in this
kind of school? What are you learning?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God that he is our refuge and strength in time of
need. Ask God to give you the courage to act in difficult times. Pray that you will be
obedient to his commands and faithfully follow his leading.
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1 Samuel 22
David is certainly resourceful as he travels to various locales while Saul is in hot
pursuit. The tension rises as Saul confronts those he accuses of supporting David and we
discover the dread of Saul’s vengeance.
1.

Who joins David while he is in exile (vv. 1-2)? Why would these individuals ally
with David?

2.

How does David show care for his family (vv. 1-5)? Why does he bring them to
Moab (cf. Ruth 1:4; 4:13-17)?

3.

What seems to be Saul’s pressing concern (vv. 6-8)? How does he employ
passive manipulation on those around him?
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4.

Who tells Saul about David’s activities (vv. 9-10)? What is his nationality and
why is this important to understanding the narrative?

5.

What accusation does Saul level against Ahimelech the priest (vv. 11-13)? How
does the priest respond to the charges (vv. 14-15)? What fate befell him and how
was it a partial fulfillment of prophecy (vv. 16-19; cf. 2:23-34; 3:11-14)?

6.

God’s purposes came about, but people did evil in the process. How do you
reconcile these seemingly opposing ideas? How do you balance the tension
concerning God’s sovereignty and human responsibility?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and providential care. Ask
God to help you respond to difficult situations with faith rather than fear.
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1 Samuel 23
As often as Saul pursues David and entraps him, Yahweh continues to protect his
anointed king-in-waiting. We see an obvious contrast as David acts more like a king of
Israel than Saul does. Clearly, God’s presence with David makes all the difference.
1.

Despite being on the run, David goes to battle against the Philistines (vv. 1-6).
Why does he do it? How is God leading him even after victory was achieved (vv.
7-14)?

2.

Why is it important for you to seek the Lord regarding decisions? How do you
“inquire of the Lord?” How does it challenge you to trust God?

3.

How does Jonathan encourage David (vv. 16-18)? How do his words mirror
David’s earlier words to Abiathar (cf. 22:23)?
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4.

How does biblical encouragement give discouraged people courage to act (cf. 2
Chron. 32:1-8; Haggai 2:4-5)? What verses encourage you? Why?

5.

Why does God permit David to experience many trials at the hands of Saul?
What do you think God was teaching David (cf. Psalm 54; 2 Cor. 12:9-10; Jas.
1:2-4)?

6.

When was a situation that someone spoke timely words of encouragement to you?
How have you encouraged others in their time of need or distress?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for the encouragement he gives you through
friends and family. Pray that you will be available and eager to encourage others in their
time of need.
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1 Samuel 25:1-31
God expects his anointed king to lead his people with wisdom and integrity. Saul
has already failed his test, but now it is David’s turn with a different kind of test. How he
will do in this unique test of his character and leadership will determine the kind of king
he will be.
1.

What tragedies in David’s life open and close chapter 25 (vv. 1, 44)?

2.

What type of man was Nabal (vv. 2-3, 10-11, 17, 25; cf. Eccles. 10:2-3)?

3.

Compare and contrast Nabal with the following people:
a.

Caleb, his ancestor (cf. Num. 14:24; Josh. 14:7-15)

b.

Saul, his king (cp. 1 Sam. 13:13; 26:21; 25:17 with 20:27-33; 25:36)

c.

Abigail, his wife (1 Sam. 25:3, 23-25, 33)
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4.

How did Abigail help David see his circumstance from God’s perspective (vv. 2431)?

5.

What did Abigail say about David’s enemies (v. 29)? Her words might be a
veiled reference to what event in David’s life? How would this reminder
encourage him?

6.

How have you heard the Lord’s voice through the words of another person? Do
you have someone like Abigail to speak wisely to you in the midst of difficult
situations? Explain.

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his wisdom displayed through others. Ask
God to use you to speak wisdom into someone else’s life.
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1 Samuel 25:32-44
David responds to the wisdom of Abigail as something given to him at just the
right moment by God. He gets the opportunity to see God work in his circumstances
rather than force his own way and make matters worse.
1.

How did Abigail prevent David from becoming like Saul (vv. 31-34)? What was
David’s reaction to Abigail’s gift (v. 35)?

2.

How have you encountered a major decision that could possibly have dire
consequences? What is your experience with the tension between emotions and
logic in the process of making tough decisions?

3.

In what ways have you learned to practice patience and restraint? How does God
help you demonstrate self-control in dealing with difficult people or situations?
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4.

What eventually happened to Nabal (vv. 36-38)? How did David respond to this
news and acknowledge God’s work of vindication (v. 39)?

5.

Why does the author mention David’s marriage to Abigail as well as other marital
relationships (vv. 40-44)? How might these have political implications? What’s
your reaction to his multiple marriages?

6.

What have you learned about the three key themes presented in 1 Samuel 25?
a.

Wisdom in Crisis (vv. 17-34; cf. Ps. 37:28, 37; Prov. 12:15; 16:7)

b.

Promises of God (vv. 28-30; cf. Ps. 23:6; 37:5-7, 18)

c.

Conscience (vv. 31-33; cf. Acts 24:16; Heb. 13:18)

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his guidance in your life. Ask God to help
you be teachable and sensitive to his will. Pray for a deeper trust in him.
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1 Samuel 26
This is the final time Saul and David will meet. Unbeknownst to them, events
will occur that will bring each man face to face with his destiny. Once again, we see their
true character as well as their attitude about God and his sovereignty.
1.

What indication is given about Saul’s invincibility (vv. 1-5, 7)? Who was Saul’s
right hand man (v. 5)? What was his relationship to Saul (cf. 14:50-51)?

2.

Who was David’s partner on this mission (vv. 6-7)? What was his relationship to
David (cf. I Chron. 2:15-16; II Sam. 23:18-19)?

3.

What three possibilities does David give for how the Lord might remove Saul (vv.
9-10)?
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4.

What is so significant about the confiscation of the spear and water jug (vv. 7, 1112)? How was David able to infiltrate the camp undetected (v. 12)?

5.

How does David assert his innocence (vv. 24-25)? What does Saul say in
response (v. 25)? How does this chapter compare/contrast with chapter 24?

6.

In what ways have you been tempted by a friend to act naturally rather than trust
in the Lord’s timing and provision? How difficult is it for you to rely solely upon
the Lord and not upon your own strength (cf. Ps. 118:6-9; Prov. 3:5-6)?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for giving wisdom. Pray for God to clearly
show you how to act in difficult situations. Ask God to provide wise friends to
encourage you to live boldly and responsibly for him.
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1 Samuel 27
This is the beginning of a five-chapter narrative of David’s activities in Philistia.
While still hiding from Saul, David is able to fight against Israel’s enemy and also gain
support that will later prove politically beneficial.
1.

Why was David afraid (v. 1)? Did he have reason to fear? Why (cf. Ps. 27:1)?
During this situation, did David inquire of the Lord (cf. Ps. 34:4)? What
changed? Where was his trust (compare with Ps. 143)?

2.

What did David already know about his future (cf. 16:12-13; 24:20; 25:28-31;
26:25)?

3.

Can God be trusted to fulfill His promises (Josh. 1:9; Jer. 29:11)? How has he
proven trustworthy to you?
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4.

What relationship did David have with Achish (vv. 5, 12)? What city was given
by the Philistine king to David (v. 6)? How long did he stay there (v. 7)? What
did David and his men do in the Negev all this time (vv. 8-11)? Were they
supposed to do those things? How do you think God viewed it?

5.

What happens when we try to operate outside of what God wants? Why do we
tend to follow our own way (cf. Prov. 3:5-6)?

6.

Why is total trust in God’s sovereignty and grace so essential to how we live our
lives? How are you growing in wholeheartedly trusting God in all things?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his guidance and care. Pray for
discernment and courage to act rightly according to God’s will. Ask God to help you live
with a passionate purpose to glorify him in all things.
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1 Samuel 28
Saul’s fall from grace hits a new low. His spiritual bankruptcy is highlighted as
he fearfully tries to control his destiny. It is a sad depiction of a broken man who
continues to make poor choices that are contrary to God’s will.
1.

Do you think Saul was concerned that David associated with the Philistines (vv.
1-2, 5)? What kind of threat would this have posed to Saul?

2.

What three ways did the Lord usually reveal things to those who inquired (v. 6)?
How did God respond to Saul?

3.

How desperate was Saul (v. 5)? What lengths did he go to ascertain the unfolding
of events (vv. 7-10)? How terrible was Saul’s action? What does God say about
it in His Word (cf. Lev. 19:31; 20:6; Deut. 18:10-14) and how did He eventually
deal with Saul (1 Chron. 10:13-14)?
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4.

Amazingly, what one positive action of Saul’s reign is noted here (v. 3; cf.
14:35)? What news does Saul receive about the near future (vv. 16-19)? How did
he accept it (vv. 20-25)?

5.

How was Saul’s life a tragic, downward spiral of disobedience and despair (cf.
13:8-14; 15:9, 12-26; 18:8-12; 19:1; 22:18-19)? In what ways does Samuel’s
declaration in 15:22-23 fit into the story of 28:8-25?

6.

Read Hebrews 3:12-13. How does this passage inform and encourage us today to
guard against unbelief? How do the negative aspects of this passage parallel
Saul’s destructive life? What have you learned from Saul’s life?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his grace and mercy. With a heart of
repentance, ask God to forgive you for disobedience and unbelief. Pray for God to
increase your faith and give you resolve to live daily for him.
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1 Samuel 29
There is no doubt David is stuck between a rock and a hard place - not in a cave
this time, but between his host and his homeland. David is playing a dangerous game
that could have disastrous consequences. Herein we see the working out of divine
sovereignty and human responsibility.
1.

Where was David’s allegiance (vv. 1-11; cf. 27:2-6, 12; Ps. 31:14)? How was
David caught in the middle?

2.

What appeal did Achish make to the other Philistine commanders (v. 3)? How
did they respond (vv. 4-5)?

3.

How did Achish validate David’s honor (vv. 3, 6, 9)? What command did he give
to David (vv. 7, 10-11)?
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4.

How did God rescue David from an impossible predicament in which he put
himself? Why is it not surprising given the deliverances highlighted in chapter
23?

5.

Can you recall a time when God delivered you from a mess you made? How does
this reveal God’s sovereign care for you?

6.

How does your faith affect the way you make decisions? How can you develop a
greater trust in God when you are tempted to act on your own accord?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for his protection and care. Pray for faith in
God’s leading as well as wisdom and the courage to follow him.
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1 Samuel 30
David and his men take a three-day, 50-mile trek from Aphek to Ziklag (which also
explains why David is absent from Saul’s impending doom on Mount Gilboa). As the
narrative continues, we are reminded of the stark contrasts that existed between David
and Saul (note events of chapters 15 and 28.
1.

What did David discover upon his return to Ziklag (vv. 1-6)? Was this a
consequence that God allowed? Why?

2.

How did David and his men react to what happened (vv. 4-6)? How was his
leadership skill tested?

3.

When and how do you seek God’s counsel (vv. 7-8)? How have you been
strengthened by the Lord during difficult times (v. 6; cf. Ezra 7:28; Dan. 10:18)?
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4.

What aspects of diplomacy did David demonstrate following his victory over the
Amalekites (vv. 21-25, 26-31)? Why did he take such steps?

5.

What contrasts do you see between Saul and David regarding their conflicts with
the Amalekites (cf. 1 Sam. 15)? Looking back at their character and leadership,
how did each man deal with crises they encountered?

6.

Describe God’s faithfulness even when we lack faith (cf. 2 Tim. 2:13). How has
your faith in God enabled you to effectively deal with crises?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for guidance and hope. Pray for endurance
during difficult times and for God to increase your faith and trust in him.
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1 Samuel 31
What was prophesied by Samuel in 28:19 comes to fruition in chapter 31, albeit in a
different manner than we expect. It truly is a tragic ending literally and literarily! It
does, though, set the stage for the new anointed leader, one who has been waiting to
fulfill God’s appointment (cf. II Samuel). That moment cannot arrive until the chaos
subsides and Saul exits the scene.
1.

How bad was Saul’s situation (vv. 1-3)? What command did Saul give to his
armor bearer (v. 4)? What two reasons does he give for this request? What
actually transpired (vv. 4-5)?

2.

How does Saul’s second request for death (v. 9) expose the hypocrisy of his first
request (v. 4)? What was his real rationale for assisted suicide? How was Saul
eventually dishonored in death (vv. 7-10)?

3.

How did the men of Jabesh Gilead pay tribute to Saul (vv. 11-13)? Why did these
men risk their lives to honor their dead king (cf. 11:1-11; 2 Sam. 2:4-7)?
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4.

What epitaph is given by the Chronicler to describe the reason for Saul’s death (1
Chron. 10:13-14)?

5.

Why did Israel suffer for Saul’s mistakes (vv. 1, 6-7; cf. 12:13-25)? Conversely,
why is Godly leadership so important and how does it affect others?

6.

As you review our study of 1 Samuel, what comes to mind regarding God’s
character and desires for His followers? What examples of Saul and David impact
you? Why?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Thank God for his leadership and guidance. Pray for
steadfastness in faith to follow God all the days of your life.
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