
this means war 

hat can we expect when battle lines have been drawn? 

1. When battle lines are drawn we can expect a 

___________________.  1 Samuel 17:1-11 

RECALL: that the battle ________________ 

2. When battle lines are drawn we can expect a 

___________________.  1 Samuel 17:12-27 

RECALL: that you are ________________ 

 3. When battle lines are drawn we can expect 

___________________.  1 Samuel 17:28-31 

 RECALL: that there is ________________ 

 TAKE HOME TRUTH 

When battle lines are drawn we can expect God 

___________________.  1 Samuel 17:26 

hand in hand in hand in hand in 

hand hand hand hand 

verse by verse by verse by verse by 
verseverseverseverse    

Today’s Core Practice: 

Prayer: “I pray to God to know Him, to confess 

sin, make my requests before Him and to find 

direction for my daily life. 

(from Psalm 66:16-20) 

Today’s Action: 

What battle are you facing? Have you put on 

the full armor of God? Read Ephesians 6:10-18) 
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P a s t o r  B r u c e  F r e n c h  



 

  

ost believers that follow Christ for any length of 

time are mindful of Scripture’s teaching on 

spiritual battles. In fact, many can recall Paul’s assertion 

that, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against rulers, against authorities, against powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms,” (cf. Eph. 6:12). However, in spite of this 

transcendent awareness, few are in tune with the 

implications of the daily spiritual battles that are raging 

around them. 

That was definitely the case with Saul and his soldiers as 

they faced Goliath. As the author outlines, Israel’s entire 

army was intimidated by Goliath’s physical presence. 

Because Saul’s troops were paralyzed with fear, the 

battle was left at a stand-still for 40 days. Tragically, that 

scene presently depicts many professing Christians. 

Thankfully there are still people who believe the battle is 

the Lord’s. Are you one who shares that belief? 

D e e p e r  C o n n e c t i o n  S t u d y  

A battle of epic proportions is ready to happen.  The story 

of David v. Goliath is great literature known the world over 

and yet many people have missed the true significance of 

its placement in the narrative of 1 Samuel.  The truths of 

the previous chapter now become confirmed:  Yahweh’s 

blessing is withdrawn from Saul and he stands powerless 

against an intimidating foe while the Spirit-filled David 

proves his worth to be the next king.   

Today’s Core Virtue discussed: Faith 

 

battle field 
1 SAMUEL 17:1-31 

M 

Read 1 Samuel 17:1-32 

1. How did Saul and his army view their difficult 

circumstances (vv. 1-11)?  What was their plan of action?  

How was Saul’s demeanor different than how he 

previously led Israel into battle (cf. ch. 11)?   

2. How did Saul’s army react to Goliath and the Philistine 

army (vv. 19-24)? 

3. In contrast to Saul and his army, what was David’s role 

and attitude (vv. 12-27)? 

4. What comparisons can you make between Saul and David 

as well as Goliath and David? 

5. How did David possess a divine perspective of what was 

happening?  How did he truly demonstrate that he is a 

man after God’s own heart (13:14; cf. 16:13)? 

6. How are you prompted to act by faith when confronted 

with difficult situations?  How can this encourage others 

(v. 32)?   

 

PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God that he uses unexpected 

people to carry out his purposes.  Pray for God to use you to 

represent him and work powerfully through you. 

 


