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Today’s Core Belief:
Personal God: “I believe that the
hand in
infinite and eternal God is involved
hand
in and cares about my daily life.”
verse by
(from Psalm 121:1-2)

verse

Deeper Connection Study

Here we see two kings rapidly going in different directions:
Saul is going downhill fast after having God’s blessing
withdrawn while David is working his way up the ranks,
albeit with Saul’s initial blessing. There is no indication that
David, the king-in-waiting, desires to usurp the throne.
What we do see is God’s sovereign activity guiding David to
become the king who obeys Yahweh.
Today’s Core Belief discussed: Personal God.

1 S AM U E L 1 6 : 1 4 - 2 3
Read I Samuel 16:14-23
1. What is Saul’s predicament (v. 14)? What suggestion was
offered by his servants and how did Saul receive it (vv. 15-17)?
2. What six characteristics are used to describe David (v. 18)?
Which of these would benefit Saul?
3. How did David’s job description change once he entered into
Saul’s service (vv. 20-23)? How did David’s presence affect
Saul?
4. How does the idea of God’s sovereignty and his sending a
harmful/evil spirit fit together (vv. 14-16, 23)? Why did God
do this? How was it recognized?
5. How does Saul’s situation highlight an even larger truth that
departing from God (thereby having God’s blessing depart)
allows troubles to mount? How have you witnessed God’s
blessing departing from the disobedient?
6. How should we live? For Christians wanting God’s blessing,
the goal is to live in the Spirit and not in the flesh (Gal. 5).
How can you excel in this endeavor? How can you live as a
person who is filled with the Holy Spirit?
Prayer to the point: Praise God that he is sovereign and
gracious. Pray for a heart attuned to do God’s will and for the
Holy Spirit to work powerfully in you.

battlefield
L

ast week we discovered that each of us fit in to
God’s plans. No believer is without a purpose or
desired impact in the Lord’s Kingdom! Armed with that
promise and assurance we step out into the world where
there is a distinct contrast between those who are living in
obedience to God and those who are rejecting His
guidance.
In the last half of chapter 16, God is going to reveal what is
produced from a lifestyle of both disobedience and
obedience to Him. This serves as a powerful picture of
both warning and encouragement to us.
This passage details the turmoil that accompanies
disobedience as well as the blessing that stems from
obedience. Let’s continue our study of chapter 16 with
hearts that recognize God’s authority to be Lord of our
everyday lives!

