
Battlefield

“Suffering with Symptoms”



1 Samuel 15:1-23


This Bible study provides you and your group with a deeper look at 1 Samuel 15:1-23 and is based on the sermon given by Pastor Bruce French on May 1, 2016. The sermon and Deeper Connection Study are available on the web at http://www.cbcglendora.org.

 
 It was only a matter of time before Saul would receive his rejection notice.  Though the news does not necessarily surprise the reader, what does is how Saul’s situation affected God, Samuel, and Israel.  Saul wasn’t the only one who suffered for his decisions and compromises.  His battles were not confined to military operations, but included the battlefield of his own heart.  Today’s Core Belief discussed: Man & Sin.

Read 1 Samuel 15:1-23

1.
What command of the Lord did Samuel give to Saul (vv. 1-3)?  Why was it issued?  
How did Saul carry out this instruction (vv. 4-9)?

2.
What was God’s response to Saul’s actions (vv. 10-11)?  How did Samuel react (v. 11)?
3.
How does Saul move from being “small in [his] own eyes” (v. 17) to being big in 
his own eyes (v. 12)?  What selfish exploit brought him to Carmel?  What was the 
condition of his heart? 

4.
How did Saul compromise obedience?  How did he fix blame to the soldiers while 
rationalizing his own sin (vv. 13-21)? 

5.
What does “to obey is better than sacrifice” mean (v. 22; cf. Prov. 21:3)?  What two sins did Samuel address to Saul (v. 23)?  What was the final verdict regarding Saul’s kingship?
6.
How easy is it for you to compromise obedience to God?  In what ways can you excel at obeying God’s commands while also growing in your relationship with Christ?
PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for his Word and the way he guides you.  Pray for God to search your heart for any rebellious inclination and ask him to help you obey him at all times.  Pray for an attitude of “no compromise” in the way you live for Christ.
