
Road to the Cross

“House of Prayer?”



Matthew 21:12-17


This Bible study provides you and your group with a deeper look at Matthew 21:12-17 and is based on the sermon given by Pastor Bruce French on March 20, 2016. CDs of this week’s sermon are available at Holy Grounds or you can listen on the web at http://www.cbcglendora.org.

Jesus surveyed the activity at the temple on Sunday and then cursed the fig tree on Monday before entering Jerusalem (Mark 11:11-14).  At this point, Matthew picks up the narrative to describe Jesus’ vivid display of zeal for God and his special comments about worship in the Lord’s house.  There is no denying that Jesus wanted to prove a point and make a lasting impression on those who came to the temple that day.  Today’s Core Practice discussed:  Worship.
Read Matthew 21:12-17 [par. Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-47]
1.
What bothered Jesus when he came into the Temple?  Who did he address and what accusation did he make (vv. 12-13; cf. Isa. 56:7; Jer. 7:11)?
2.
What is the significance of Jesus’ words and actions in light of the activities that took place in the temple (cf. Matt. 12:6)?
3.
How was the current religious system a barrier to people worshipping God at the temple?  How did this especially affect the poor?

4.
How did Jesus reveal both judgment and grace as Messiah?  What were the varied reactions to this from the different groups present (vv. 14-16; cf. Ps. 8:2)?
5.
If Jesus came into your church, would he find any obstacles that hinder people’s worship of God?  What would he say or do about it?
6.
How has Jesus broken down barriers to enable you to worship God (cf. Eph. 2:12-18)?  What does God expect from those who worship Him (cf. Ps. 51:17; Micah 6:8; Matt. 5:3)?
PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God that he sent Jesus to provide salvation for us.  Pray that God would remove any barriers that hinder you from worshipping Him.  Ask God to point out areas in your own life that need attention so you can humbly exalt Jesus.

