
Leading to Passion Week

“Who is Serving?”



Matthew 20:20-28 


This Bible study provides you and your group with a deeper look at Matthew 20:20-28 and is based on the sermon given by Pastor Bruce French on March 13, 2016. The sermon and Deeper Connection Study are available on the web at http://www.cbcglendora.org.
 
After Jesus spoke the parable of the vineyard workers, he was approached with a personal request.  It got a little heated when ten of his disciples showed sharp displeasure when the request was uttered.  Jesus’ interaction with the inquirer as well as the group of disciples focused once more on the very different paradigm Jesus had concerning honor and leadership in his kingdom.  Today’s Core Belief discussed:  Church.  
Read Matthew 20:20-28
1.
How did the mother of James and John approach Jesus and what was her request (vv. 20-21; cf. 18:1; Mk. 10:35-36)?  What most likely prompted her request (19:28)?
2.
How did Jesus respond and to whom did he speak (vv. 22-23)?  What did he mean about “the cup” (cf. 26:39; Ps. 16:5; Isa. 51:17; Jer. 25:15-16)?
3.
What effect did the initial inquiry have on the disciples (v. 24)?  Why did it create such a ruckus?  If left unchecked, how could such a thing destroy a team’s unity and success?
4.
What important leadership principles did Jesus convey to his disciples (vv. 25-28; cf. Mk. 10:45)?  How did Jesus practice what he preached (cf. Phil. 2:5-8)?  

5.
Contrast the world’s pursuit of honor and Jesus’ call to humility and servanthood.  How is greatness (and being first) overturned and redefined for all Christians?  How should Jesus’ church resemble this kingdom mindset?

6.
What are some practical ways you can live out the kingdom value of servanthood 
expressed and modeled by Jesus?  What attitudes and practices need to change for 
you to accomplish this?
PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for the sacrificial life of Jesus Christ.  Ask God to empower you to be a servant leader who humbly serves others for the kingdom.


