
the trouble with hypocrisy 

hat does hypocrisy create? 

1. Hypocrisy creates ____________________ 

______________. 1 Sam. 14:14-30 

2. Hypocrisy creates ____________________ 

______________. 1 Sam. 14:31-39 

 

 3. Hypocrisy creates ____________________ 

______________. 1 Sam. 14:40-44 

TAKE HOME TRUTH 

Hypocrisy ____________ God’s _________________. 

1 Sam. 14:45 

hand in hand in hand in hand in 

hand hand hand hand 

verse by verse by verse by verse by 
verseverseverseverse    

Today’s Core Practice: 

Man & Sin: I believe all people are loved by 

God, and because of my sins, I need Jesus 

Christ as my Savior. (from John 3:16) 

Today’s Action: Have you noticed any of 

these traits of hypocrisy in your life lately? 

Confess your sin and make yourself 

accountable to live transparently. 
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ne thing that no one wants to be is a hypocrite. 

It is fairly certain that the average believer does 

not wake up in the morning and ask, “What can I do 

today to be a phony in front of others?” Yet, 

unfortunately, it is probable that at one time or another 

each of you reading this has committed the sin of 

hypocrisy. 

We can be confident that on the day of the battle with 

the Philistines, King Saul didn’t plan on being a hypocrite 

either, but tragically that is exactly what he became. Even 

more troubling was that he had no idea he had sinned. 

How could Saul have known he was being a hypocrite?  

Even more relevant, how can we know when we are 

being hypocrites? In our Samuel narrative, we will 

witness three traits that the sin of hypocrisy creates. 

These three traits are tell-tell signs that we have slipped 

into that undesirable sin. So, as we discover them, ask 

yourself if you possess any of these traits. 

1 Samuel  14:24-45 

o
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Read 1 Samuel 14:24-46 

1. What rash oath did Saul make and how did it affect his 

army (vv. 24-28)?  How has Saul “troubled the land”  

(v. 29)? 

2. In this whole affair, who did the soldiers obey and who 

did they disobey?  Why did they act this way? 

3. Do you think Saul already knew the identity of the 

“guilty” one (v. 39)?  What do you suppose about their 

relationship to God and to one another?  

4. How did Saul hinder the success of God’s work [note: Saul 

stifled winning while having accidentally promoted 

sinning]?  How can a Christian fall into this same trap?   

5. How do the failures of Saul prove to be an important 

warning for us today?  What happens when attitudes and 

actions remain unchecked? 

6. How tempting is it for you to desire control over your 

circumstances?  How does it happen in subtle ways?  If 

you succumb, what effect does it have on others? 

 

PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for his will and his ways.  

Pray for a deeper trust in God as you follow him.  Ask God to 

increase your faith and help you to discern his will.  Pray that 

you demonstrate an unwavering obedience to God’s will. 

 

D e e p e r  C o n n e c t i o n  S t u d y  

Jonathan’s bold faith in God to fight against the 

Philistines provided the momentum Israel needed to 

witness God at work.  Unexplainably, Israel routed the 

Philistines in the most mismatched contest.  Of course, 

it wasn’t the disaster predicted by both sides - “the 

Lord saved Israel that day” (v. 29).  Despite this truth, 

Saul acted to the contrary and decided to take control.  

Today’s Core Belief discussed: Man & Sin 

staying the course 
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