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hat takes place before a rescue?

3. Before a rescue God often minimizes our
______________. 1 Sam. 13:19-21

1. Before a rescue God often removes our
______________. 1 Sam. 13:15

a. Remember to fix your ____________
on the author of your ____________.

a. Remember that ____________ is the
______________ of things hoped for.

TAKE HOME TRUTH
____________ circumstances invite ______________
in God. 1 Sam. 13:22

2. Before a rescue God often allows the
______________. 1 Sam. 13:16-18
a. Remember that ________________
in the soil of __________________.

Today’s Core Practice:
Faith: Being sure of what I hope for and
certain of what I do not see, I exhibit faith
that pleases God (from Hebrews 11:1, 6)
Today’s Action: Where is your faith weak? In
what areas are you struggling to trust God?
Share with a friend and pray together that
God would fortify your faith.

hand in
hand
verse by
verse

s
Deeper Connection Study

It’s much easier to praise God and focus on him
when times are pleasant. This is certainly not the
case in 1 Samuel 13 in regards to Saul and Israel.
Israel needs rescuing and it doesn’t look like the
king will accomplish it this time. Things went from
bad to worse with no hope in sight.
Today’s Core Practice discussed: Faith

staying the course
1 Samuel 13:15-22

Read 1 Samuel 13:15-22
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

What was the result of Saul’s disobedience (vv. 15-18; cf.
10:5-8)? What were the Philistines doing that created
havoc and fear?
Why was Israel so dependent upon the Philistines (vv. 1922)? How did the Philistines keep them subjugated and
always at a disadvantage?
How dire and hopeless was Israel’s situation? How do
you think this affected their psyche?
How can bleak circumstances and fear block your faith in
God and hope in his deliverance?
What difficult situations have you experienced that
challenged your hope of rescue or relief? How has your
perspective of God and faith in God changed?
How has God instilled hope in you (cf. Ps. 39:7; 40:1-3;
42:5; Lam. 3:21-26)? In what ways can you encourage
others in their hope and faith in God during the hard
times?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for bringing hope when we
think our situation is hopeless. Pray for a deeper trust in God
through all circumstances. Ask God to increase your faith and
anchor your hope in Jesus our Savior.

at times that the things that are good
I fort seems
us taste bitter. As an example, take the
latest health craze, kale salad. Health advocates declare
Akale can reduce cholesterol, increase digestion,
that
minimize the contraction of different cancers and aide in
detoxification. Additionally, researchers can now identify
over 45 different flavonoids in kale, as if anyone knows
what a flavonoid is. Yet in spite of all of this persuasive
language about this healthy food, at the end of the day it
still tastes like kale!
Sometimes that is the way it feels when it comes to a
person’s spiritual health. Pastors advocate allowing the
Spirit to increase the believer’s faith and that this will
result in greater spiritual vitality. They argue all of the
benefits and the blessings of the experience. Yet the fact
is, growing in faith is hard and at times bitter. So what
gives? This passage will reveal that God does!

