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hat happens when we are tested?

TAKE HOME TRUTH
We will _________ the test when we ______________

1. When we are being tested ______________

in truth. 1 Sam. 13:13-14

are unfavorable. 1 Sam. 13:1-5

2. When we are being tested ______________
around us are pressured. 1 Sam. 13:6-7

3. When we are being tested ______________
seems to be the only option. 1 Sam. 13:8-10

Today’s Core Belief:
Man & Sin: I believe all people are loved by
God, and because of my sins, I need Jesus
Christ as my Savior (from John 3:16)
Today’s Action: How are you being tested?
Is your faith being tested, or perhaps your
beliefs, or your devotion to the Lord?
Make a commitment to be reading God’s
word every day.

hand in
hand
verse by
verse

Deeper Connection Study

The 12th chapter of 1 Samuel closes with the reminder of
God’s great faithfulness to his people. Of course, the big
question is whether or not Israel and her king will be
faithful to God. In chapter 13, we get a glimpse of what
happened to Saul and the people in the midst of their
back-and-forth battle with the Philistines. Saul certainly
thought desperate times call for desperate measures.
Today’s Core Belief discussed: Man & Sin.

staying the course
1 Samuel 13:1-14

Read 1 Samuel 13:1-14
1.

How did the Israelite attack of the Philistines begin (vv. 24)? What was the subsequent response by the Philistines
(v. 5)? In turn, how did the Israelites react (vv. 6-8, 15)?
2. What was Saul initially commanded to do (v. 8; cf. 10:8)?
How did he disobey Samuel’s instructions (vv. 9-10)? Did
he have legitimate concerns?
3. How did Saul respond to Samuel’s inquisitive rebuke (vv.
11-12)? What does this say about his ability to handle
the pressures of leadership?
4. What discipline did Saul receive for his foolish actions (vv.
13-14)? Was this fair punishment? Why or why not?
What do you think is the real issue?
5. How do you handle delays (which are actually part of
God’s own time table)? How are you tempted to
compromise or do things on your own time schedule?
6. Why does God value our obedience above all else? What
are some heart issues that need to be addressed for you
to be more obedient to the Lord?
PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and
timing. Pray for a deeper trust in God as you wait for him to
guide & direct you. Pray for a heart devoted to seeking God.
Ask God to help you obey him at all times and through all
circumstances.

t one time or another every believer goes
A through
a period of testing. Peter in his first
epistle explains why; “In this you greatly rejoice, though
Hfor a little while you may have had to suffer grief in
now
all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith – of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed,”
(1 Peter 1:6-7). Although this is common, and Peter’s
words are a source of encouragement, it is still difficult.
What often makes it difficult is that we are left
wondering what God is trying to accomplish. We often
ask, “What am I supposed to be learning?” or “What is it
that you want me to be doing?” Though these are valid
questions, they are not always helpful. In today’s lesson
we are going to learn not only what happens in a time of
testing, but how we can consistently pass it.

