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H

ow do we lose traction spiritually?

TAKE HOME TRUTH
Two wrongs don’t make it _____________________.

1. We lose traction spiritually when we _____________

1 Sam. 12:24-25

the Lord and His ways. 1 Sam. 12:8-11

2. We lose traction spiritually when we _____________
anything other than God. 1 Sam. 12:12-15

H

ow do we gain traction spiritually?

1. We gain traction spiritually when we ______
our sin and wrongdoing. 1 Sam. 12:16-19

2. We gain traction spiritually when we _____________
God with our whole heart. 1 Sam. 12:20-23

Today’s Core Belief:
Man & Sin: I believe all people are loved by
God, and because of my sins, I need Jesus
Christ as my Savior (from John 3:16)
Today’s Action: Have you gone off course?
What have you neglected recently? Confess
these things and turn back to the Lord and
the path He has prepared for you.

hand in
hand
verse by
verse

Deeper Connection Study

Samuel’s farewell address is anything but a sappy speech
reminiscing the good old days. He still admonishes the
people to follow God and to own up to their calling as the
people of God. Though it is a speech particularly given to
Israel, it has great importance for Christians who need the
focus and dedication to the Lord.
Today’s Core Belief discussed: Man & Sin.

staying the course
1 Samuel 12:1-25

Read 1 Samuel 12
1.

Why did Samuel expose himself to scrutiny (vv. 1-5)? What
was his aim?
2.
What righteous acts did the Lord do for Israel (vv. 6-12)? How
did Israel respond to God throughout their history? Why do
you think they acted this way? In what ways could we have
this same attitude?
3.
What positive commands did Samuel give to Israel (vv. 13-15,
24-25)? Which of these commands are relevant for Christians
today? What negative consequences for disobedience were
also highlighted?
4.
What “great thing” did the Lord do before their eyes (vv. 1618)? Why did he do it? When did it happen and why is the
timing so significant?
5.
How did the people respond to Samuel (v. 19)? How did he
admonish them (vv. 20-21)? What did Samuel say about God’s
character and dedication (v. 22)? What is said about Samuel’s
(v. 23)?
6.
Consider the great things the Lord has done for you (v. 24).
Why must we remember these things daily? What happens
when we forget?
PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his goodness and grace!
Ask God to help you faithfully follow his will and his ways. Pray for
a deeper devotion to the Lord that gives testimony to his amazing
work in your life. Pray for a boldness to share about Jesus with
others and for God to use you to impact others in Jesus’ name.

H

ave you experienced a season when your
spiritual life seemed to be moving along
smoothly? If so, was it easy to open your Bible and read
from God’s word during that time? Did you also find that
your prayers were being heard and that it was a joy to
come to church and worship God? Being a Christian in
those moments is fun and enjoyable.
But have you also experienced a season when rather
than moving along smoothly it felt like your spiritual life
had hit a patch of ice causing you to lose traction? If so
you would agree that it is much harder to open the word,
to feel like your prayers are being heard and to desire to
come and worship God during those cold seasons.
What causes those cold spells to blow in, leading to the
loss of traction for the believer? And when they do, what
can the believer do to gain traction? Samuel the prophet
will provide the answers for us in this 12th chapter.

