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hat does God do for his servants?

TAKE HOME TRUTH
Approval from God ______________________

1. God crafts his servants’ _____________. 1 Sam. 11:12-13

approval from man.

a. God has prepared ________________ for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10

2. God grants his servants’ ____________. 1 Sam. 11:14-15

a. God establishes ________________ of our hands.
Psalm 90:16-17

Today’s Core Belief:
Christian Service: I believe God gives all
Christians a gift to help others and glorify
hand in
Him. (from 1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
hand
Today’s Action: What are your spiritual gifts?
Are you serving the Lord in some capacity? v e r s e b y
Make a commitment this month to get
verse
involved and serve God here at Cornerstone.

Deeper Connection Study

Saul’s accession to the throne had three steps:
designation (10:17-27), demonstration (11:1-11), and
confirmation (11:12-15). In today’s passage, we’ll look at
how Saul was finally confirmed as Israel’s first king. It
wasn’t without a bit of controversy, though. We see how
the new king dealt with his critics and how this would
impact the community.
Today’s Core Belief discussed: Christian Service

staying the course
1 Samuel 11:12-15

Read 1 Samuel 11:12-15
1.

Why was there discord in Israel after their victory over
the Ammonites (v. 12; cf. 10:27)? What worldly action
did people seek and to whom did they complain?
2. What did Saul say in response to this (v. 13)? How did
he help them gain a better perspective?
3. What does this indicate about his character and
leadership at this point in his life?
4. Why did Samuel instruct the people to assemble at
Gilgal (vv. 14-15; cf. 7:16; 10:8)? What significance
would this event have (cf. Josh. 5:9-12)? How was this
event different from Saul’s initial coronation at Mizpah
(cf. 10:17-21)?
5. Though Israel now had a king, how was it evident that
God still acted as their savior? Why is this important to
remember?
6. How do you view the leaders God has placed in your
life? How can you have a better perspective and
attitude about human leaders being chosen by God
(cf. Rom. 13:1-7)?
PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and
power. Ask God to help you faithfully follow his will and his
ways. Ask God to help you submit to the governing
authorities. Pray that God is glorified in the way you talk
about them.
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ll of us have a need to be liked. Even if we are
not in bondage to others’ opinions and
categorized as a people pleaser we still want to be
accepted by those around us.
This common longing is most evident when we are being
criticized and unjustly accused. Nothing seems to bite
more than a sharp word that is fired point-blank from a
chamber of rejection. That type of condemnation leads to
the construction of concrete walls around our hearts and
a steadfast determination to avoid any further injury
from that perpetrator.
In this passage we will witness King Saul experiencing
that same type of attack. As a result he must make a
decision regarding his accusers. Understanding God’s role
in this dilemma is critical for a correct response. If you
and I are going to live in community it is essential that we
too understand God’s role in the midst of criticism.

