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hat happens when our plans fail?

3. When our plans fail God has _______________
to _______________. 1 Samuel 10:6-8

1. When our plans fail God has a _______________
to _______________. 1 Samuel 9:25-10:1

TAKE HOME TRUTH
When our plans _____________
God’s plans _____________.

2. When our plans fail God has _______________
to _______________. 1 Samuel 10:2-5
Today’s Core Belief:
Salvation by Grace: “I believe a person comes
into a right relationship with God by His
hand in
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ. (from
hand
Ephesians 2:8-9)
Today’s Action: What would you say is your v e r s e b y
greatest failure? Do you believe God’s grace
verse
can cover it? What steps should you take to
experience his redemption?

Deeper Connection Study

Despite Samuel’s warnings about Israel pursuing a
monarchy like the Canaanites, the elders persisted in
their cries for a king (ch. 8). As we discover in 1 Samuel
9-10, God grants the request of the people and chooses
one who is not like other kings. In fact, the word king
[melek] is never used; instead, Saul is touted as a
leader/commander [nagid] of his people.
Today’s Core Belief discussed: Personal God.

staying the course
1 Samuel 9:25-10:8

Read 1 Samuel 9:1-10:8
1.

What are some characteristics of Saul that were
highlighted in this passage?

2.

What does the anointing with oil signify (10:1; cf. Isa.
61:1; Zech. 4:14)? How was Saul’s anointing different
than previous rituals (Lev. 8:12, 30)?

3.

What three events did Samuel say would happen to Saul
that would confirm his selection as Israel’s new leader
(10:2-7)?

4.

How do you see God’s guiding hand throughout the
story? What things fall into place that reveals God at
work?

5.

How does God work in subtle but sovereign ways through
our circumstances to accomplish his purposes?

6.

In what ways do you notice God’s influence and direction
in your life? How do you respond to God’s leadership in
your life?

PRAYER TO THE POINT: Praise God for his sovereignty and
divine guidance. Ask God to help you follow his will and his
ways. Pray for a greater discernment of God’s leading in your
life and the courage to live boldly for him.
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t one time or another, everyone has experienced
failure because of a poor choice. Perhaps it was
being placed on a month’s restriction because of a
breaking curfew, or maybe having a financial crisis
because of a bad investment, or it could have been an
unplanned pregnancy because of an indiscrete decision.
One way or another, everybody has experienced some
level of failure because they didn’t choose God’s first best
plan for that particular instant.
The question that remains is, “What do we do after we
have failed?” Is there any hope or are we destined to
suffer the consequences of our poor choice for the rest of
our lives? Put another way, in God’s economy does he
allow do-overs and do we ever get a second chance?
In our study today we will see that God does have a
response to our poor choices and his response may
surprise you!

