
wondering why we wander? 

hen do we wander from God? 

1. We wander from God when we fail to _____________ 

him with _______________. 1 Samuel 8:1-5  

2. We wander from God when we fail to _____________ 

there will be _________________. 1 Samuel 8:10-18 

 

3. We wander from God when we fail to _____________ 

worldly _________________. 1 Samuel 8:19-20 

TAKE HOME TRUTH 

We wander from God when we fail to _____________ 

his _______________. 1 Samuel 8:6-9 

hand in hand in hand in hand in 

hand hand hand hand 

verse by verse by verse by verse by 
verseverseverseverse    

Today’s Core Belief: 

Personal God: “I believe that the infinite and 

eternal God is involved in and cares about my 

daily life. (from Psalm 121:1-2) 

Today’s Action: 

Which of these 3 tendencies are you struggling 

with the most? Take specific actions in order to 

“trust, believe and resist.” Then share your 

actions with an accountability partner. 
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esus taught in the Gospel of Matthew that no 

one can love two masters. He went on to say 

that, “either he will hate the one and love the other, or 

he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” His 

final comment was, “You cannot serve both God and 

Money,” (cf. Matt. 6:24). In his assertion “money” serves 

as a transcendent example of any master that draws our 

attention away from God.  

Today we will see in the story of Israel that their “master”

is the longing for an earthly king. As Israel looked at the 

surrounding nations they falsely assumed they could 

serve both a King and Yahweh. Their false assumption 

was embedded in self-reliance, which ultimately led to 

their rejection of God. 

Do you have any masters that are in competition with 

God? Or like Israel, do you falsely assume you can have it 

all, worldly success and spiritual devotion? 

Read I Samuel 8 
1. Who were Samuel’s sons and what was their leadership role 

(vv. 1-3)?  How were they characterized and who did they 

resemble (cf. 2:12, 17, 22-25)? 

2. What issues did the elders of Israel have with Samuel (vv. 4-5)?  

What did they demand and why?  What were the implications 

of such a demand (cp. Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:1-16; 8:11-20)? 

3. How did Samuel respond (v. 6)?  What was God’s response to 

the whole situation (vv. 7-8; cf. Deut. 17:14-20)? 

4. What warnings did Samuel give concerning a king’s actions (vv. 

10-18)?  What key word is repeated for emphasis?  How did 

this reveal the way the world works? 

5. Why did the elders dismiss his warnings (vv. 19-20)?  What did 

their hearts really desire?  How did this attitude contrast 

Israel’s need for God revealed in chapter seven (cf. Num. 

14:11)? 

6. Sadly, how are we also tempted to dismiss our identity in God 

and want to be like the world (cf. Rom. 12:2a)?  How can you 

live “in the world” without becoming like it?  How can you 

become more dependent on God for your security & success? 

 

PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for his sovereignty and 

providential care over you.  Ask God to help you trust him 

wholeheartedly for your peace, security, and success.  Pray for a 

greater dependency on God for all things in all circumstances. 

D e e p e r  C o n n e c t i o n  S t u d y  

Much has time has passed and chapter eight begins 

with the mere fact of Samuel’s advanced age.  The 

elders of Israel now found themselves at a leadership 

crossroads - how will they proceed to secure their land 

and grow in strength?  This comes to a head when 

Samuel is confronted about Israel’s future.     

Today’s Core Belief discussed: Personal God. 

staying the course 

1 Samuel  8:1-20 
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