
How to Avoid Scandal

“Wondering Why We Wander”



1 Samuel 8


This Bible study provides you and your group with a deeper look at 1 Samuel 8 and is based on the sermon given by Pastor Bruce French on November 8, 2015. The sermons and Deeper Connection Study are available on the web at http://www.cbcglendora.org.

 
 Much has time has passed and chapter eight begins with the mere fact of Samuel’s advanced age.  The elders of Israel now found themselves at a leadership crossroads - how will they proceed to secure their land and grow in strength?  This comes to a head when Samuel is confronted about Israel’s future.    Today’s Core Belief discussed: Personal God.

Read 1 Samuel 8

1.
Who were Samuel’s sons and what was their leadership role (vv. 1-3)?  How were 
they characterized and who did they resemble (cf. 2:12, 17, 22-25)?

2.
What issues did the elders of Israel have with Samuel (vv. 4-5)?  What did they demand and why?  What were the implications of such a demand (cp. Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 7:1-16; 8:11-20)?
3.
How did Samuel respond (v. 6)?  What was God’s response to the whole situation 
(vv. 7-8; cf. Deut. 17:14-20)?
4.
What warnings did Samuel give concerning a king’s actions (vv. 10-18)?  What key 
word is repeated for emphasis?  How did this reveal the way the world works?
5.
Why did the elders dismiss his warnings (vv. 19-20)?  What did their hearts really desire?  How did this attitude contrast Israel’s need for God revealed in chapter seven (cf. Num. 14:11)?
6.
Sadly, how are we also tempted to dismiss our identity in God and want to be like the world (cf. Rom. 12:2a)?  How can you live “in the world” without becoming like it?  How can you become more dependent on God for your security & success?
PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for his sovereignty and providential care over you.  Ask God to help you trust him wholeheartedly for your peace, security, and success.  Pray for a greater dependency on God for all things in all circumstances.
