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For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  
(Romans 13:11-12) 
 
As you receive this newsletter we will have turned the pages on the Church Year Calendar.  A new year and a 
new day dawns.  I didn’t fully appreciate the color of blue for Advent until one year in Wichita, Kansas where I 
was pastor of Reformation Lutheran Church.  I was driving to the congregation along Rock Road in the pre-dawn 
hours and there was the rich blue of the night sky about to give way to the dawn of a new creation. 
 
Advent is the season when we pray “Come, Lord Jesus.”  Part of that prayer is focused on celebrating the birth 
of Jesus at Christmas.  In that sense the Lord Jesus has already come.  As Paul says in the letter to the Galatians, 
“…when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive the adoption as children (4:4-5).”  Yes, we are 
looking forward to Christmas, but that is a celebration that Christ has already come. 
 
However, Jesus being born to Mary was just the beginning of the story.  When we pray “Come, Lord Jesus”, we 
are also praying Christ will be born in our us, born spiritually in our hearts just as he was born physically to Mary.  
Once he came as the Word made flesh to inhabit the world.  In Advent we pray Jesus will inhabit our lives in a 
deep and intimate way as well. 
 
The Irish rock star Bono writes in his memoir that he is a deeply flawed but a genuine “follower of Christ who 
keeps falling behind.”  Paul says something similar to the “foolish Galatians (3:1)” who keep backsliding and 
falling into old and bad behaviors.  Paul prays that Christ may be formed in them (4:19).  Paul knew what he was 
talking about because he could point to himself and say, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live but Christ who lives in me.”  When we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus”, we are praying for Christ to be born within 
us today.  And Christ does come to us in the liveliness of the Word and in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion. 
 
Each Prayer of the Day for Advent begins, “Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.” Or, “Stir up our hearts, 
Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.”  Or, “Stir up the will of your faithful people.”  Advent stirs hope 
within us, as well expectation and renewal in anticipation of the return of Jesus and the fullness of God’s reign 
of justice and mercy.  “Come, Lord Jesus” relates also to what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done.”  When we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus” we are calling on God to complete the work of salvation 
that has begun in Jesus’ death and resurrection, that the wounded world be fully healed, the broken world 
made fully whole, and the hearts of a rebellious people be recreated for willful obedience to the loving kindness 
of God.  Advent encourages us to believe that salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed, and to 
keep on praying, "Come, Lord Jesus.” A blessed Advent to all! 
 
In Christ’s peace and love, 
 
Pastor Jerry Mansholt 
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Office Hours 

Mon. thru Thurs. - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Fri. - 9 a.m. to noon 
Sat. & Sun. - Closed 

 

Office/Pastoral Staff 
•  Pr. Jerry Mansholt - ext. 104 

 pastorjerry@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Pr. Rufus Kudee - ext. 103          
 pastorrufus@calvarygb.com 

 

•  Kent Paulsen - Worship & Music  
 Text 920-412-0391 or 
 kentpaulsen5@gmail.com 
 

•  Melanie Brown - ext. 105  
 Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
 melanie@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Lynn Des Jardin - ext. 108 
 Finance Coordinator 
 lynn@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Angel Castro - ext. 109 
  Director Youth & Family Ministry 
  angel@calvarygb.com  
 

•  Kris Best - ext. 101 
  Front Office Staff 
  kris@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Stephanie Macedo - ext. 102 
  Web/Media Specialist 
  stephanie@calvarygb.com 
 

•  April Peterson - ext. 110  
 Genesis Preschool Director 
 april@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Jim & Sofia Lemmens 
 Custodial Staff 
 Office:  920-494-2431 

 

MAN OF LA MANCHA 
PERFORMANCES WILL TAKE PLACE 

AT CALVARY IN THE MPR  
 MARCH 2-11, 2023.  

 

 Auditions will be held December 
4 and 5 from 6-8 pm in the 
chapel.  

 
 Rehearsals will run Sunday 

afternoons and Monday and 
Thursday evenings in January 
and February.  

 
 Please watch for further 

updates! 

mailto:kent@calvarygb.com
mailto:april@calvarygb.com


Looking Back – Moving Forward 
 

Save the Date – January 15, 2023 
One Worship Service at 8:00 a.m. 
Congregational Event 9:15 a.m. 

 

 
All confirmed members of Calvary are invited and strongly encouraged to participate in the 
“Looking Back-Moving Forward” Congregational Event on January 15.  It will be a morning of 
good food, lots of conversation in small and large groups, and a time for listening to one 
another.   The event will be facilitated by Cathy Cowling, who has worked with churches for 
nearly 35 years helping them to move through change toward God’s Promised Future.  In the 
following paragraphs Cathy writes about the importance of this event: 
 

Periods of transition are holy times.  They are moments when deep work can be done, 
inspiration can appear, and renewal can be leveraged to propel us into the future.  
Transitions are not wasted time.  During a transition, congregations take time to feel (grief, 
joy, anticipation), to think (reflect on the past, dream of the future) and connect spiritually 
(through prayer and study).  These are moments when the Holy Spirit breathes new life into a 
congregation and grows something new for the sake of humanity.  These transitional times 
are not always welcome, but God welcomes us into them so that we can experience God 
more than before.  After transitions, congregations and individuals are never the same, but 
God is constantly with us, re-creating us into the body of Christ that the world needs today. 
 

But why take time to reflect on the past; shouldn’t we be focused on the future?  The author 
William Bridges reminds us that all transitions begin with endings and that ‘the starting point 
for dealing with transition is not the outcome but the ending that you’ll have to make to leave 
the old situation behind’.  In order to move into the future, congregations need to come to 
terms with their history. There is in every congregation that which has been creative and 
worth celebrating and that which has been debilitating.  Just as human beings are shaped by 
their histories and experiences, so too, is a congregation.  
 

One of our first steps in moving closer to calling a new pastor is to gather to remember our 
past, to tell some of the stories that have shaped us as a faith community, remembering both 
the happy events and the sad ones.  We do this for two very important reasons, both of which 
will provide essential information to the call committee in calling a new pastor:  In this session 
we will identify what is sacred from our past that we want to carry into our future and what is 
old baggage we need to leave behind; and we will identify and reflect on those qualities and 
styles of leadership under which we have thrived and those which have hindered us.  And for 
this we need the whole community, whether you’ve been at Calvary for decades or weeks.   
 



 
 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

December 22– Travelers’ Service 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve Services 
3:00 p.m. (Children’s Service) 

4:30 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 

10:30 p.m. (Candlelight Service) 
 

December 25—Christmas Day 
9:30 a.m. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 
It is hard to believe 2022 is coming to an end quickly.  We have been so blessed to have the  
students back for our Sunday School program and enjoy the time we spend with them.  Students 
have been learning so many great stories about Jesus and God’s love.  In December, the children 
put on a Christmas program.  We have already started rehearsals, and they cannot wait to show 
everyone the end results. 
 
Please join us on December 18th at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  (Students will still have Sunday 
School at 9:15 a.m. and use this time for rehearsal).  There will be no class on December 25th and 
January 1st.  We will resume Sunday School on January 8 at 9:15 a.m.  I wish you and your family a 
wonderful and blessed holiday season! 

MITTEN TREE 
We are collecting mittens this holiday season for the kids at Annie Jackson School.  We will be 
collecting through the year end and delivering the mittens in January.  We are looking for new, 
children-sized mittens, and you may place them on the Christmas tree located in the Narthex.  
Thank you! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

“No kid sleeps on the floor in our town” 
 
Contact information: 

 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
@shpdepere 

 

Dan Vermeulen 

920-737-0359 

dan.vermeulen@shpbeds.org 

A time of the year to reflect 
 

As I write this article it’s just before Thanksgiving and I have so many things to be thankful for: 

• Amazing volunteers that help build and deliver beds for kids 

• Donations of quilts, blankets, sheets, mattress protectors and pillows 

• Monetary donations that provided the funds for lumber, mattresses, and supplies 

• All the kinds words of encouragement 

• And finally, the smiles of over 750 kids who now have a bed of their own 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 



CONFIRMATION NEWS 
• The Sunday School and Confirmation students celebrated Halloween in October by Trick or 

Treating and having a Halloween carnival!  We also had a pumpkin decorating contest which 
was won by Liam McCabe!  We had lots of fun and enjoyed the day together.  Thank you to all 
who volunteered and contributed goodies for our kids! 

• In November, we had our Confirmation Lock-In over a weekend.  We spent the whole night 
playing games, doing service work, and learning more about the Lord.  Thank you to our adult 
volunteer leaders and the parents who brought treats! 

• On November 18th, we had our youth bowling event over at Ashwaubenon Bowling Alley! 



COOKIES, COOKIES, COOKIES! 
 
The Graceful Gals of Calvary (formerly 
known as the Sassy Ladies) baked and 
decorated over 390 cookies!  They donated 
them to the N.E.W. shelter. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a part of 
this group, please contact Kriss Krueger at 
kruegerkriss@gmail.com  



COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Are you a college student currently enrolled in a Christian university 
pursuing a degree in a ministry-related service?  If so, the 
Endowment Trust Committee is accepting scholarship applications 
from its Calvary college students for the 2022 second semester. 

 

Please request an application from the church office.   Submit the 

completed application no later than January 15, 2023.  Scholarships 

will be awarded by January 31, 2023.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Lynn Des Jardin (920-494-2431) or text David Gehrke  

(920-494-2036).  Thank you. 

 

COMING UP 
• Meals for Members –Would you like to help fellow members of Calvary in their time of need by 

providing a meal?  We will be holding a Meals for Members potluck in the Lounge on Tuesday, 
December 6th at 6:00 p.m.   This is for the current members of the group as well as for anyone 
interested in learning more about this important ministry.  Please email your RSVP to Ann 
Warning at warningam@gmail.com or call her at 920-420-5981. 

• Christmas Poinsettias—We will be decorating our sanctuary with poinsettias again and would 
like to remind you to watch for the Flower Offering envelopes that will be out in the Narthex 
towards the end of November.  The cost of each plant is $10.00 and may be picked up after the 
Christmas Day service. 

• Christmas Shopping Made Easy - Calvary has all your favorite gift cards available to make your 
Christmas shopping easy! Please check out the order forms in the entryway by the church office 
and on the counter in the Narthex to see the gift cards we have on hand. Is your favorite store or 
restaurant not on the order form? Ask Kris or Lynn in the office if we can order it for you. Gift 
cards are sold at face value, and Calvary receives a percentage on each card sold, ranging from 
2% to 11%. It’s a great way for you to do one-stop-shopping and help Calvary at the same time. 
Gift card sales are available anytime during regular office hours. Get yours today! 

• Would you be interested in becoming more involved in the leadership of Calvary?  Consider 
joining church council!  We are currently looking for Calvary members to serve a three-year term 
on council.  For more information, please reach out to Sue May at suemay07@gmail.com or 
Pastor Jerry at pastorjerry@calvarygb.com  

• Gently Used Coats Needed –We are collecting gently used winter coats to pass out to our Food 
Pantry customers.  Bring them anytime to the church office and thank you! 

• Check out these classes offered by Heidi Gillis in the MPR on Mon/Wed/Fri at 8:15-9:00 a.m. 
each week.  Mondays:  Moving Meditation.  Wednesdays:  Arthritis Friendly Exercise.  Fridays:  
The 15 Transitions of Movement.  Contact heidigillisgb@gmail.com for further information. 

• Simply Smiles Update - The total to date for Simply Smiles raised by Calvary is $6,376.00!  Thank 
you Calvary! 



 

 

1301 S. Ridge Road  
Green Bay, WI 54304 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Green Bay, WI 
Permit No. 54 

Calvary Lutheran Church ELCA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. in the  Sanctuary 
Education Hour:  9:15 a.m., Classrooms 
Thursdays:  6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
The Visitor is the monthly newsletter of Calvary 
Lutheran Church. Information for the newsletter 
can be dropped off at the Church Office or 
emailed to:  Kris@calvarygb.com.  The deadline 
for the January  issue is December 16, 2022. 

 
 

Find us on YouTube. 
Search for Calvary 
Lutheran Church—

Green Bay 


