
 

THE VISITOR-JUNE/JULY 2022 

 

Dear People of Calvary, 

On May 15, 2022, we confirmed 13 confirmands.  It was a joyful celebration for them and their families.  I 

enjoyed visiting folks and having meaningful conversations with church members as a pastor.  We all need 

community from extroverts to introverts and those folks who are living alone, but our call to each other as 

a church is to care and pray for one another. 

Sometimes we deal with stress in our lives.  Stress is a factor.  Maybe we never seem to have enough time 

to get everything done.  There are times when we feel physically and emotionally drained.  We wonder 

how we will get through the day.  We see signs of stress, burnout, and despair all around us.   

God is the source of strength, encouragement, and peace.  God’s presence remains with you in these 

transitional times.  Paul writes in Colossians 3:23-24:  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as 

a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”  We are a church community that chooses to live life 

together for the common good of all.  We spend time together in worship, fellowship and service. 

As we reflect on Christ’s resurrection and the season of Pentecost, we should continue to love, hope, 

embrace and be open to what God wants to do in our lives.  May God continue to turn our lives into a 

beacon that turns others towards God. 

As we wait for the warmer weather that Wisconsin brings, there are opportunities to enjoy the outdoors 

with our families and friends.  We remember Memorial Day and those who died fighting for this country 

and keep their families in our prayers.  I wish all fathers and father figures a Happy Father’s Day and a 

Happy 4th of July to all! I thank Pastor Jeff and his family for his ministry at Calvary and blessings on his 

retirement. 

Reminder:  Summer worship hours begin Sunday, May 29th, at 8:00 & 9:30 a.m. and a new worship 

service opportunity will start on June 2 (Thursday nights) at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

God bless you all richly.  Amen. 

Peace, 

Pastor Rufus 



Calvary Lutheran Church 
920-494-2431 
Office Hours 

Mon. thru Thurs. - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Fri. - 9 a.m. to noon 
Sat. & Sun. - Closed 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Tues. thru Thurs. - 9:00 to 11 a.m.  

 

Office/Pastoral Staff 

•  Pr. Jeff Fricke - ext. 104 
 pastorjeff@calvarygb.com 

 

•     Pr. Rufus Kudee - ext. 103          
 pastorrufus@calvarygb.com 

 

•  Kent Paulsen - Worship & Music  
 Text 920-412-0391 or 
 kent.paulsen@snc.edu 
 

•  Melanie Brown - ext. 105  
 Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
 melanie@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Lynn Des Jardin - ext. 108 
 Finance Coordinator 
 lynn@calvarygb.com 
 

•  Angel Castro - ext. 109 
  Director Youth & Family Ministry 
  angel@calvarygb.com  
 

•  Kris Best - ext. 101 
  Front Office Staff 
  kris@calvarygb.com 
 
•  Jerry Lapinskas - ext. 102 
  E-Communications Staff 
  jerry@calvarygb.com 
 

•  April Peterson - ext. 110  
 Genesis Preschool Director 
 april@calvarygb.com 
 
•  Jim & Sofia Lemmens 
 Custodians 
 Office:  920-494-2431 

“If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation 

from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 

sympathy, make my joy complete:  be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 

as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own 

interests but to the interests of others.”  Philippians 1 

If you are reading this...you have survived two years of COVID, 

the politics of the last four years, fake news, conspiracies, 

insurrections, anger and an endless list of complaints and 

outrages.  This is the same environment that St. Paul wrote these 

words to the Philippians so many years ago.  But more 

importantly, it is easy to miss the bigger picture...St. Paul 

pleaded with others to celebrate the grace that is a part of each 

day, the joy of being loved by God, the beauty of God’s creation 

and the people who walk with us every day.  “God is good, all the  

time!” And, “All the time, God is good!” 

In the days to come as you walk by faith, may you see God’s 

goodness in others, and if you do not, then you be the good that 

they see!  Thank you for letting me work with you in sharing the 

Gospel these past few years, and may you find encouragement 

for the days to come through Christ.  

Peace be with you. 

Pastor Jeff 

The Sassy Ladies had a very productive afternoon last month 

making 11 blankets for Sleep In Heavenly Peace.  Great job! 

mailto:kent@calvarygb.com
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The following 8th 

graders were 

confirmed on May 

15th:  Olivia Frailing, 

Lily Gauthier, 

Josephine Giannunzio, 

Annabell Greve, 

Rufina Kudee, Kate 

Peterson, Alexander 

Salas, Kyle 

Schahczinski, Faith 

Selissen, Sierra Vande 

Hey, Gabby Watts, 

Jackson Watts, Brynn 

Wirth 

Congratulations! 

Youth Building Beds for Local Kids! 

Come and join with youth from all over the area as we host a youth build at Calvary 

Lutheran Church in the parking lot on Saturday, July 16th from 8 am-Noon.  All 

youth, ages 12-18, are welcome to participate and help us with our mission that “No 

Kid Sleeps on the Floor in Our Town.”  Go to SHP WI DePere or scan the QR code for 

more information and to sign up.  Bonus:  A great way to get service hours! 

 

Dan Vermeulen 

920-737-0359 

Dan.vermeulen@shpbeds.org 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @shpdepere 



THANK YOU! 

Thank you to everyone who donated health 

kits for Lutheran World Relief!  We 

collected 120 kits to give to people in need!  

Sometimes it is hard to think about what 

life would be like if you cannot afford 

something as simple as a toothbrush or 

comb, but thanks to these health kits, 

people don’t have to live that way 

anymore.  If you didn’t know, health kits 

include: a toothbrush, bath towel, comb, 

nail clippers and a few bars of soap.  We 

are very thankful we can provide these 

items to those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Kits! 

Please bring in the following to be donated. Items must be exactly what is 

listed below. Bring items to Calvary’s office. Thank you! 

SCHOOL KITS 

Collecting health kits was such 

a success we hope we will be 

able to have the same success 

with the school kits!   

Keep an eye for this list to be 

in the pews to take with you 

shopping at the end of June or 

the beginning of July.  School 

supplies can be dropped off to 

the church office or placed in 

the collection basket that will 

be placed outside the church 

office sometime in July.   

We will collect all summer and 

ship them early fall.  We are so 

excited we are able to provide 

tools for success for students 

who are in need. 



Simply Smiles builds villages of foster homes where children are raised by families in strong intentional 

communities.  The organization operates a Children’s Village in Oaxaca, Mexico and is currently building a 

first-of-its-kind village for Native American children on the Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota.  

Simply Smiles recognizes the strength that is born from overcoming adversity, and it nurtures children to 

become adults who are driven and prepared to fulfill their dreams and to help better society—for us all. 

Update on Cheyenne River Reservation, Lakota Territory, La Plant, South Dakota: 

The focus of our work at our Children’s Village on the Reservation has been on completing the first phase 

of construction and hiring for several positions.  We have completed: 

• Three, fully furnished, and beautiful foster homes 

• A 5,200 square foot garage and warehouse 

• Our counseling and office space 

• Extensive landscaping and concrete driveways (particularly important if you’ve experienced mud or 

“gumbo” season on the Reservation!) 

Given all this marked progress, we have informed the State and the Tribe that we will be ready to accept 

children into our care this summer.  The Simply Smiles team is grateful for the ongoing support and 

partnership of Calvary Lutheran Church—thank you!  Stay tuned for more updates! 

 

A view inside 

one of the 

beautiful 

foster homes 

at the Simply 

Smiles 

Children’s 

Village on the 

Reservation. 



AT A GLANCE 

• A thank you from Carla:  “While I’ve been recovering from a failed spinal surgery, I’ve received so many 

cards from lots of fellow members.  It would take me a long time to thank each individually.  From 

Christmas cards, to birthday cards in February, to Easter cards and all the Get Well wishes in between—

I never doubted for a day that I was being held in prayer.  Some days I’d wake up from a nap with a 

feeling of comfort and peace, knowing I was going to get better.  What a blessing Calvary’s prayer 

partners have been!  Hope to see you at the late service very soon!  Thank you and God bless!”  Carla 

Erdmann 

• Hospitality Ministry:  If you are interested in becoming a part of the Hospitality Ministry which will kick 

off this fall, please call the church office at 920-494-2431 or contact Aaron Frailing at 

aaron.frailing@gmail.com to hear more details about this exciting way to serve Calvary! 

• Have you seen the “new” cross on top of the gazebo?  Jeff Tyndall and the Grumpies refurbished the 

cross which originally was on the Ridge Road sign and gave it a place of honor.  Take a look! 

• If you haven’t heard the latest scoop, I am not retiring  now but will wait until next year.   I would like 

to help Calvary during the transition process.   Thank you for all  your kind words and prayers and sorry 

for the confusion!  Kris Best 

• June 5th is not only Pentecost but also when we celebrate all of our graduates and say farewell and 

thank you to Pastor Jeff.  Please join us for cake and coffee in the MPR after each service.  We will 

have special music for both services to add to the celebration! 

YOUTH TRIP TO OUTLAW RANCH 

Some youth from Calvary and adult leaders are traveling to Custer, South Dakota to attend a Servant 

Summer Camp at Outlaw Ranch!  We will be traveling on Saturday, July 23rd and returning on Friday, 

July 29th.  Our group is traveling with Saint John’s Lutheran Church in Morgan, Wisconsin and will be 

participating in trail work in the surrounding areas of Outlaw Ranch.  We have a total of 21 people 

attending this servant camp.   

Please pray for our group as we travel very far to serve the community of Custer, South Dakota.  We will 

be very excited to share our experience when we return! 



 

 

 

 

COME  

JOIN  

US 

WEDNESDAYS 

AT 

8:30 AM 

IN 

THE 

LOUNGE 

FOR 

QUILTING! 



Calvary Lutheran Church ELCA 

 

 

(920) 494-2431 

www.calvarygb.com 

calvary@calvarygb.com 

 Calvary Lutheran Church - Green Bay 
 Pastorjeff Calvary 
 Genesis Christian Preschool 

1301 S. Ridge Road, Green Bay, WI 54304 

 

Calvary Lutheran Church -  
Green Bay 

 

  

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

(Begins May 29th through September 4) 

 Thursday:  6:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

 
The Visitor is the monthly newsletter of Calvary 
Lutheran Church. Information for the newsletter 
can be dropped off at the Church Office or emailed 
to:  Kris@calvarygb.com  The deadline for the 
August 2022 issue  is  Friday, July 15, 2022. 
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