
 

THE VISITOR-JANUARY 2022 

Happy “Blue” Year - An Invitation to recognize in worship, the new year… 
 
Christmas and the new year can be a painful time for some. It may be the first set of holidays without a 
loved family member who has recently died; it may be a time that has always been difficult.  
 
The constant refrain in the media, in shopping malls and churches, about the happiness of the season, 
about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have 
never had. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill 
health, the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and 
spending. We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern; we need to know that 
we are not alone.  
 
Our spirits sink, as the days have grown short. We feel the darkness growing deeper around us. We need 
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.  For these reasons, Calvary offers a special “Blue Year” 
worship service on Monday, January 10 at 7:00pm.  
 
 
Come out, and join with us in sharing and 
hearing prayers, scripture, and music that 
acknowledge that God’s presence is for 
those who mourn, for those who struggle, 
for those who seek hope – and know that 
God’s Word comes to shine light into our 
darkness. Everyone, regardless of church 
background or lack of it, is welcome. 
 



Calvary Lutheran Church 
920-494-2431 
Office Hours 

Mon. thru Thurs. - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Fri. - 9 a.m. to noon 
Sat. & Sun. - Closed 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Tues. thru Thurs. - 9:00 to 11 a.m.  

 

Office/Pastoral Staff 

• Pr. Jeff Fricke - ext. 104  
 pastorjeff@calvarygb.com 
 

• Pr. Rufus Kudee - ext. 103 
pastorrufus@calvarygb.com 

 

• Kent Paulsen - Worship & Music  
 Text 920-412-0391 or 

kent.paulsen@snc.edu 
 

• Melanie Brown - ext. 105  
 Children’s Ministry Coordinator  

melanie@calvarygb.com 
 

• Lynn Des Jardin - ext. 108 
 Finance Coordinator 

lynn@calvarygb.com 
 

• Angel Castro - ext. 109 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 angel@calvarygb.com  
 

• Kris Best - ext. 101 
 Front Office Staff 
 kris@calvarygb.com 
 
 Jerry Lapinskas - ext. 102 
 E-Communications Staff 
 jerry@calvarygb.com 
 

• April Peterson - ext. 110  
 Genesis Preschool Director 

april@calvarygb.com 
 
 Jim & Sofia Lemmens 
 Custodians 
 Office:  920-494-2431 

DON’T MISS!! 

YOUTH NIGHT 

OF BOWLING 

JANUARY 14TH 

5-7 P.M. 

Please come and enjoy an evening of bowling and fellowship 

at the Ashwaubenon Bowling Alley (2929 Allied Street) on 

Friday, January 14th from 5-7 p.m. 

Calvary will cover the cost for shoes, game time, pizza and 

soda.  The bowling event is open to all Confirmation youth, 

high school youth and other youth who are interested. 

Please email Pastor Rufus at pastorrufus@calvarygb.com or 

call the church office at 920-494-2431 for more information 

or to sign up.   

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 

The SCRIP program offers you full face value on any gift card 

you purchase.  Calvary buys them at a discount and receives 

the difference when they are purchased at face value.  The 

bottom line?  There is no math required on your part!  Gift 

cards are available for purchase in the church office during 

normal office hours (Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and 

Friday mornings 9 a.m.-Noon).  Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU THRIVENT MEMBERS 

Thank you to the Calvary Thrivent members who designate 

your Choice Dollars to Calvary.  Thanks to your donations, 

we were able to help out a Calvary family in need with 

financial support.  Thank you! 

mailto:kent@calvarygb.com
mailto:april@calvarygb.com


Welcome to Angel Castro!  
 

Angel is our new Director of Youth and Family Ministry and has begun her work here at Calvary! Her 
office is located at the end of the hall in the offices’ wing of the church, and you are welcome to drop in 
and say hello.  
 
Families of High school and Junior high school youth will be the first on the list to be contacted and get 
to know you, and re-connect gatherings are just around the corner.  You may contact Angel at: 
angel@calvarygb.com 

Highlights From Pastor Jeff 

The new year has begun, and like clockwork… the Packers are in the playoffs! Christmas decorations are 
reluctantly being put away but winter hiking, skiing, fishing and snowmobiling are in full swing.  
 
But what about at church? Our “Forward in Faith” visioning team is putting details to our plans for the 
near future of the ministry of Calvary. The team is working on three simple goals with projects, plans and 
actions for the people of Calvary to join in the fun! The Congregation Council will begin reviewing the 
plan in January, and we will be setting a time for a church-wide gathering to present what has been put 
in place based on the feedback many of you gave when you filled out your congregational survey a few 
months back. Welcome to 2022 and the great work we will do as the church! 
 
In the meantime, we have begun a new ministry. “Meals for Members.”   From time-to-time members of 
Calvary end up in the hospital or return home following surgery, or there is a serious illness in the 
extended family or even a death in the nuclear family.  Having a healthy meal is critical to keep everyone 
in the family strong and able to cope with the trauma. Members are being asked to join a “call list” as 
someone who would be able to bring a meal to another so that they can focus on the family while still 
having a warm meal to eat. Everyone knows how to eat! And if you can pack up a meal for a family you 
can be a part of this life-giving ministry. Can you prepare Hamburger Helper, stew, booyah, spaghetti, …
or you name it? You do not need to make anything fancy, just a warm meal for someone who is 
exhausted, worried and who needs a good night’s sleep. Can you help?  Contact jerry@calvarygb.com or 
pastorrufus@calvarygb.com to sign up and get more details about this effort. 
 

It is that time again!!! We bet you can hardly 

wait!!  Calvary is holding our annual 

congregational meeting on Sunday, February 6 

at 9:15am in the Sanctuary. We will review our 

spending plans for ministry (2022 budget), and 

we will be adding new people to the 

Congregation Council.   We will be  introducing 

Angel Castro, getting an update from the 

Visioning Team, and giving thanks for a year of 

challenges met and changes adjusted to!  

mailto:angel@calvarygb.com
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FOOD BLESSINGS 

Calvary was blessed with a van-load of 

food for our food pantry!  The YMCA kids 

and staff collected from several locations 

for three weeks, and we were the lucky 

recipient of a great many items!  Thanks 

to all the kids and staff at the YMCA 

before-and-after school program! 

Many thanks to Calvary members who 

brought in food for the Resurrection 

Lutheran Church “re-stock the shelves” 

drive.  Many items were collected! 

 

THANK YOU 

CALVARY QUILTERS! 

Our Calvary quilters 

donated many quilts 

to the kids at Annie 

Jackson school.  They 

were very happy to 

receive them! 



HELP WANTED – We are looking for multiple people for our “Meals for Members Team” 

People of Calvary, we are looking for households with a tender heart for helping members. The pay for 

these positions is an incredible sense of caring for another and helping them through the day! 

From time-to-time members of Calvary end up in the hospital or return home following surgery, or there 

is a serious illness in the extended family or even a death in the nuclear family. 

Having a healthy meal is critical to keep everyone in the family strong and able to cope with the trauma. 

Would you be willing to be on a “call list” as someone who would be able to bring a meal to another so 

that they can focus on the family while still having a warm meal to eat? 

You can sign up to be a part of our “Meals for Members Team” in the Narthex, or you can call the church 

office (920-494-2431), or send an email to jerry@calvarygb.com or pastorrufus@calvarygb.com 

AND! – if you can’t cook very well, we also need someone who could help coordinate this new effort  

MANY BLESSINGS 

We are truly thankful for the 

many people that work to make 

our sanctuary beautiful each year.  

Scott Balfanz practically lived at 

church getting everything ready 

and coordinating with Taylor 

Creek who loaned us the fabulous 

Fontanini Nativity set for our altar 

steps.  Special thanks to Mike and 

Sam from Taylor Creek for 

delivering and setting it up! 

The poinsettias were hauled and 

set up so beautifully by the 

following wonderful ladies:  Joyce 

Heim, Lenora McNally, Wendy 

Schroeder, and Cheryl 

Vanderkam. Thank you! 

Also a part of the decorating team 

were the Grumpy Old Men who 

hauled flower stands and set up 

trees.  Thank you Grumpies! 
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THANK YOU CHRIST COMMUNITY 

During November,  Christ Community Lutheran Church held its annual Thanksgiving food collection for 

area food pantries. There were 394 cans/packages given this year.  The food was divided up and given to 

the food pantries at Grace, Trinity and Calvary Lutheran churches.  

 

A NOTE FROM JAMIE MAUS 

I would like to whole heartily thank my entire Calvary family for all the prayers, cards, and condolences 

given to me since the passing of my husband Darold and son Chad.  They have meant a lot to me!  God’s 

Peace and Blessings be with you all.  Your friend, Jamie Maus 

CONSIDER HELPING NEW REFUGEE NEIGHBORS IN GREEN BAY 

 

With the arrival of Afghan refugees in our community, we have received inquiries from Calvary members 
as to how they might become involved in providing some help for new refugee neighbors in Green Bay. 
The welcome and care response coordination of the Afghan refugees in Green Bay is under the direction 
of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Green Bay. You can learn more about the opportunities to give or 
serve at https://catholiccharitiesgb.org/afghan-assistance.  

We also have some members of Calvary who are seeking to link with other Ascension members to form 
an ongoing Refugee Care Team that would welcome and support a refugee family or a group of 
individuals. The Care Team would work under the oversight of Catholic Charities and need to complete 
their volunteer training, a background check, and any other requirements in their program. The idea is 
that a group of 4 or 5 people or households would commit to work together to help with the family’s or 
group’s ongoing needs as they adjust to life in Green Bay.   

Consider how the challenges for these families are enormous.  Even everyday things you and I take for 
granted are likely utterly foreign to them in how they would accomplish those tasks in this world instead 
of the one they loved, are grieving, but were forced to flee for their very lives. 

Examples include: 

• Taking them to the grocery store. 

• Tutoring with their English learning. 

• Helping to transport the larger families. 

• Babysitting kids while their mom and dad attend meetings and classes. 

• Help with home check-ins to make sure they have everything they need. 

• Being a welcoming, friendly face 

 

Please contact  Jerry Lapinskas at 920-494-2431 for more information or if you are interested in joining in 
these efforts. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__catholiccharitiesgb.org_afghan-2Dassistance&d=DwQGAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=wB2bcsqGf_JSaX7R0an_3uJA7UPDfGmRw0uu3deirbU&m=X_pV-lDS018XVizbB1da13aiF6BlsIw_VsOmQJ5WK18&s=LhyZ9gNZNLSn0


Thank you for your  

continued support! 

December was another busy month 

delivering beds for kids in our area. 

Thanks to your help we have been able 

to provide beds to over 260 kids since 

we started our local chapter in February.  

The community has rallied behind our 

mission. We’ve been blessed to receive 

over a 100 quilts, sheet sets, and pillows  

from local and regional churches 

including Calvary Lutheran, St John’s 

Lutheran in De Pere, Our Savior’s 

Lutheran in Marinette, Immanuel 

Lutheran in Seymour, Grace Lutheran in 

Kewaunee, Our Lady of Lourdes in De 

Pere and many individuals. Steinhafels 

donated 50 mattresses. PCMC has 

supplied bolts and washers for 1,000 

beds.  All great people wanting to help. 

We will be building beds again on 

January 22. If you’d like to join us please 

reach out to me and I’ll get you more 

information. 

 

Dan Vermeulen 

920-737-0359 

dan.vermeulen@shpbeds.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@shpdepere 

 

“No kid sleeps on the floor in our 

town” 



Calvary Lutheran Church ELCA 

 

 

(920) 494-2431 

www.calvarygb.com 

calvary@calvarygb.com 

 Calvary Lutheran Church - Green Bay 
 Pastorjeff Calvary 
 Genesis Christian Preschool 

1301 S. Ridge Road, Green Bay, WI 54304 

 

Calvary Lutheran Church -  
Green Bay 

 

  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

 9:15 Education Hour, Classrooms 
 Mondays:  7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 
The Visitor is the monthly newsletter of Calvary 
Lutheran Church. Information for the newsletter 
can be dropped off at the Church Office or emailed 
to:  Kris@calvarygb.com  The deadline for the 
February 2022 issue is  Friday, January 21, 2022. 
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