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November/December 2018 

I am the vine; you are the branches.  
If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit;      John 15:5 
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Grace Lutheran Church is pleased to be a part of 

Operation Christmas Child, again this year. 

 

Packed Shoeboxes are due back to the church, on or 

before Sunday, November 18, 2018. 

 

More information is available inside the newsletter 

on page 18 & 19. 
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Topical Resources from Lutheran Hour Ministries 

Available at https://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/booklets.asp 

There's More to Anger than Getting Mad (6BE138) 
(Also available as MP3 audio) 

 
EMOTIONAL STRATEGIES 
Poorly managed anger is the root of many serious 
physical, social and emotional problems, includ-
ing poor health, chronic disease, depression, un-
happy relationships, violence and crime. Some 
people are taught that it's wrong to get angry. 
Others are taught it's their right to get angry! The 
truth is that everyone gets angry. Anger is a natu-
ral feeling that shows your something is wrong an 
can stir your to action against that which hurts 
you or others. This booklet provides productive 
ways to express your anger, what to say, and how 
to say it.  

 

Link of the month at calgarygracelutheran.com  

- Found under the News Tab and Newsletters 

 

 

 

 

This is a ministry of Lutheran Hour Ministries aimed at resourcing men 
to live a life of Christain faith. This sample page is titled: "Stuff THy 
Didn't Teach Me in Sunday School" and contains a host of video clips 
to help men live their faith in life situations. 

https://www.lhm.org/men/sundayschool.asp 

https://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/booklets.asp
http://calgarygracelutheran.com
https://www.lhm.org/men/sundayschool.asp
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  

Psalm 51:10-12 
As Christmas approaches, for what do you yearn?  What do you have on your 
bucket list?  
 
Most of us do have things we would like to accomplish before we die. Of course, 
we generally keep most of those things to ourselves, don't we? 
 
Since that's the case, I was intrigued by an art project that recently was put up in 
New York City. The project is the brainstorm of a New Orleans artist named Can-
dy Chang. 
 
In front of a construction project, she set up a half-block-long stretch of blank 
plywood. She also put out a sign which, in part, reads, "What desires do you hold 

dearest? What is your greatest ambition? What do you want for those you love? Here you 
can share your individuality with the city." 
 
To make the job easier, she provided baskets full of chalk. 
 
Hundreds of people have responded to the opportunity. One individual longs to be a NBA 
player, and another wants to "stop the guns." The responses are varied. 
All of this got me to wondering, when the Lord looks down at His people, when He looks 
into our hearts what does He see written on our bucket lists? 
 
Understand, I'm not talking about the things which ought to be there. When God looks at 
us, He sees the truth. He knows that which is really important to us. 
 
So, what would He see when He looks into your heart; what do you want to accomplish? 
 
It's my hope your list is better than mine and more like King David's. You see, David is the 
fellow who wrote the prayer recorded above in Psalm 51. It is my hope that your list con-
tains things which are more altruistic, more noble, more spiritual, more loving, more giv-
ing, more Christian than mine. 
 
Of course, if your bucket list is like mine and leaves something to be desired, you may want 
to join in prayer… 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. This I pray in my Sav-
ior's Name whose sacrifice makes the creation of a new heart 
a possibility and a reality. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  

The Bucket List 
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The Father’s Love - Luke 15:11-32 

We are very happy in being a graceful member of the Lu-
theran Church of Canada. We are treated equally here. It is 
our home. The message pasted here today is a passage 
from the book of Luke.  
Today, we are going to look at part three of Jesus’ trilogy of 
parables teaching the irrefutable fact that God is gracious 
and ready to receive sinners who come in faith and repent-
ance.  The extended truth that flows from God’s ac-
ceptance of sinners is that we too must receive and rejoice 
when sinners repent. 
Here is the twist Jesus puts on His story.  The youngest 
son, the one who took half of the father’s estate, the one 
who wasted it all, the one who loved money more than his 
father, etc. is now completely reconciled to the father 
through repentance.  However, there remains one son to-
tally estranged.  The older brother has been near the father 
the whole time.  He has been busy obeying even the com-
mands of the father and yet, his heart is not in line with the 
father. 
While the household rejoiced he grumbled.  This eldest son 
served as an illustration to all those standing within hearing 
distance of Jesus and for all those who would read this 
parable down through the centuries of the fallacy of self-
righteousness. 
Is 29:13 And the Lord said: “Because this people draw 
near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while 
their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a com-
mandment taught by men, 
The father longed for the return of the son who left and 
went to the far country and he longed for the return of the 
son who never left home. 
 We see the other form of eternal death: working to earn 
your own righteousness. 
The elder son could not understand why the father would 
lavish such grace on someone who had treated him so ter-
ribly.  He couldn’t understand grace and forgiveness. 
It’s harder for the Pharisees to understand the message of 
Jesus than for publicans and sinners, for the nearer we 
think we are to God by nature and privilege of birth, the 
harder it is for us to grasp the truth of the Gospel. [2] 
The father leaves the celebration and invites the older son 
to join in as well, but all the older son could do is express 
anger at the father’s mercy.  Because of all the son’s hard 
work, he felt entitled to the father’s love.  There is a danger 
when we begin to think that we have earned the right to be 
loved by God. 
Notice the elder son’s response to the father, Lk 15:30 But 

when this son of yours came, who has devoured your prop-
erty with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’  
This self-righteous son would not even call the Prodigal his 
brother…this son of yours. 
Here’s the twist that’s often missed: The younger son in sin 
left but when he came to his senses returns in hope that he 
could at least be a servant, but the father made him a son.  
The elder son refused to be a son but remained a servant. 
‘Look, these many years I have served you… 
Tax collectors and sinners knew they had not earned 
God’s love but came to Christ hoping for mercy, like the 
Prodigal Son who came to himself and remembered his 
father’s mercy.  We must never think God owes us any-
thing, but we come to him through Christ seeking mercy. 
Lk 15:1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all draw-
ing near to hear him.  
Lk 15:2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, say-
ing, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  
Lk 15:3 So he told them this parable: 
Jesus has presented a dilemma to the Pharisees and all 
would be earners of righteousness:  What happens when 
the moral outcasts repent?  Are those that are distanced 
from God, say in a far country, destined to always be far 
from God?  Does God have the right to do with His creation 
as He pleases? 
It is Jesus Christ who speaks the Father’s love. He is the 
One who has opened the door to the Father’s house.  He is 
the one who invites sinners’ home.  Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ sat down with the moral and social outcasts 
and ate with them and through repentance and faith 
brought them home. 
I am Joseph Nhial, I’m very happy and gracious to be an 
upholding member of this church. I am proud to be a called 
the pastor for the Nuer congregation at Lutheran because 
people listen and learn in different ways. As we look into 
our own hearts today we must ask ourselves, Do I come to 
God with an attitude that He owes me something?  Or do I 
come as a lowly despised sinner and fall at the feet of 
Christ pleading for mercy. 
In this story, Jesus leaves the ending open. There was still 
time for the self-righteous to repent as well.    Have you 
drifted far away from God? 

By Joseph Nhial 
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ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS 

Not able to get to a Church Service? 

Have internet access? 

You can experience a weekly  
Lutheran Worship Service at:  
https://www.worshipforshutins.org/ 

CARDS & BOARD GAMES—
FELLOWSHIP 

 

Join us on the Fourth Thursday of the month for some fun and fel-
lowship. 

Bring your favorite game or enjoy one we have here. 

Coffee, Tea, and snacks will be served. 

 

Thank-you to Ralph & Donna Evans for hosting these events and to 

Ed Emerton for being a past host. 

 

https://www.worshipforshutins.org/
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Coming Soon - a New Small-Group Ministry at Grace Lutheran Church 

It’s easy to get lost in a crowd – to feel lonely even though you may be sur-
rounded by worshipers at Sunday Worship Service.  That’s why Grace is 
starting a small-groups ministry. 

Do you want to connect more deeply with others at Grace? 

Do you want to be part of a supportive community and be at a safe place to 
grow in Christ? 

If so, the upcoming Grace Small-Group fellowship is for you.   

Please leave your name with Shara, in the church office, if you are inter-
ested in joining this fellowship.  More information on the meeting format 
is available upon request. You may also talk to Alan and Latifa Ho directly 
for more details. 

We currently have the following Bible Study groups, here at the church 
and everyone is invited to join: 

 

Adult Bible Study - Monday’s at 7pm - Room 7 

Adult Bible Study - Tuesday’s at 1pm - Room 6 

Men’s Bible Study - Wednesday’s at 10am - Room 6 

Sunday School & Jr. Youth - Sunday’s at 9:45am - ages 3-14 

Sr. Youth - Sunday’s at 10am - Room 5 

Adult Bible Study - Sunday’s at 10am - Room 7 

 

 

 



 

 7 How to Stick with Your Bible Study 

Routine during the Holidays  
As printed by Hannah Osborne, CPH Blog 

I love the holidays. But they always throw off my groove. 
Life gets way more hectic around the holidays: You’re traveling. You’re eating more 
pie in one week than you do in the entire rest of the year. You’re taking naps instead 
of exercising. And you’re not doing your daily devotions. 
 
Sigh. 
 
It’s not like your good habits are being forsaken in favor of bad things necessarily—
you’re spending time with loved ones, celebrating the Savior’s birth, and enjoying a 
well-deserved period of rest. While this time can be refreshing and a nice change of 
pace, it’s important to not neglect your spiritual life during the holiday season. 
 

While Traveling 
If you’re not the one driving the car, you can read your Bible during a long car ride! Or, 
if you are the designated vacation driver, listen to a devotion or have someone read it 
out loud to you. 
If you’re traveling by some other means that allows you to read—plane, train, or Ub-
er—use your commute time to do your Bible reading before your hectic visit starts. 
 

During Downtime 
Take advantage of the times when you do have a little bit of free time—when your 
flight is delayed, when grandpa is dozing off in the recliner, when the kids are still 
asleep in the morning. During these quiet moments, you might be tempted to relish 
in the turkey-induced silence. 
 

Before or After Meals 
Holiday celebrations usually center around a meal of some sort. So while you’re gath-
ering around the table for Thanksgiving supper or Christmas dinner, spend a minute 
or so in prayer before you dig in. Or, when people are nearly done eating and are get-
ting ready to migrate to the living room, invite everyone to stick around the table for a 
short holiday-themed devotion. 
 

With the Kids 
For many people, holidays mean being surrounded by screaming kids—nieces, neph-
ews, grandchildren, cousins—which, if you’re anything like me, is fun for about an 
hour. So when you’re about to lose your mind, prompt a group reading time where 
you read a Bible story together (preferably one with pictures). 

https://www.cph.org/portals/portals-of-prayer-app.aspx
https://www.cph.org/p-31641-the-growing-in-faith-bible.aspx
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The Sunday School Christmas Program will be on Sunday, 
December 16, 2018 at 11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Is there anything more beautiful than a starry night? Look 
up! See pinpoint of magnificent reflections of God’s crea-
tion. Weary travelers did not expect to see a miracle passing 
by as they made their way along dusty Bethlehem paths. They 
followed the Star as one miracle after another passed. They 
became Star Struck! 
 
 



 

 9 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH 

  

The Senior Youth meet each Sunday in room #5 on the second 
floor.  This class is for grades 9-12.   
 

 

COMING SOON:  On Friday, November 23rd , the youth will be 
doing a team building exercise at a “Locked Room”.  Please stay 
tuned for more details as we get closer to the date. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES:  We have been studying the at-
tributes of God on Sunday mornings and will be moving on to dis-
cuss in more detail what it means to have a personal relationship 
with Jesus. 
 
Remember, friends are always welcome to any classes or activi-
ties that we do!  If you have questions or concerns regarding 
youth events, please let me know. 

  

God’s Blessings, 

Michelle Ruf 

michruf@telus.net 

mailto:michruf@telus.net
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YOUTH LOCK-IN:  
Five of the youth enjoyed 
an overnight lock-in on 
Saturday, October 13th.  
During the lock-in, the 
youth designed their own 
logo which we will pre-
sent to the congregation 
in the near future.  They 
also enjoyed playing 
games, sharing music, 
planning future events, 
discussing God’s Word, 
and building on friend-
ships.  It was a fun and 
sleepless night!!! 



 

 11 

THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you so much to JoAnne Peterson for organizing the turkey dinner fundraiser at 
the two senior buildings she manages.  And thank you to everyone who volunteered to 
serve the dinners, visit with the residents, and help with clean-up.  Your help with this 
project was GREATLY appreciated and we raised approximately $439 to go towards the 
Mission Trip! 
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Dear Congregation of LCC, 

 
On behalf of the Lutheran Church-Canada National 
Youth Gathering Committee, I’m writing to you to-
day because I wanted to personally invite you to the 
upcoming NYG that takes place in Langley, BC from 
July 5-9 next summer.   
 
We have been working for the last two years plan-
ning for this NYG, and with less than a year of plan-
ning, we’re really excited with what we have planned 
so far.  Let me give you a little more insight to the all 
that we’ve done so far.   
 
Our theme is “Worthless” and we understand that 
you might have some reservations about a Youth 
Gathering called “Worthless.”  The full theme as you 
see in the logo above reads “Worthless, There is 
NOTHING you are worth less than, Romans 5:8.” 
 
Romans 5:8 reads, “but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
The tagline: “there is NOTHING you are worth less 
than” proves true looking at Romans 5:8.  Jesus 
shows us what our worth is, how much we are val-
ued, and treasured, by dying for us, while we were 
still in our sin.  There is nothing more valuable to 
God than His people, we are worth the cost of Jesus’ 
life.   
 
And now to the theme, “Worthless.”  Yes, the tagline 
is a play on the theme, but when we look at the 
theme verse, we see that we are sinners.  I’m re-
minded of 1 John 1:8 which says, “If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.”  If we stand before God, and He lays out our sins  
in front of us, we would  see that we are guilty of 
them all.  The punishment for our sin is death, and 
there is nothing we can do to save ourselves, there is 
nothing we have to offer God that can keep us from 
suffering for eternity.  In our sin, we stand before 
God condemned, helpless… worthless, only worthy 
of hell. Jesus then comes and reverses the curse, and 
that bring us back to Romans 5:8. 
 
The theme fits with the five main sessions, so let me 
take you through them briefly, but without giving 
away too much material!  1) “What do you say you’re 
worth?” How do youth view themselves?  Do they 

view themselves as worthless, or as Paul might say, 
the “worst of sinners,” or do they view themselves as 
worthy before God, similar to the Pharisee and the 
tax collector in Luke 18:9-14.  Every youth has a dif-
ferent story, background, and life that they are 
bringing with them, and we will seek to discover 
where they’re at.  2) “What is God’s worth to you?  
What is God’s (actual) worth?”  We want the youth 
to consider not just how they view themselves, in 
session 1, but also how they view God, and how that 
affects the way they live.  These first two questions 
are subjective, and this third question, what is God’s 
worth, is intended to look objectively at who God is.  
3) “What does the world say you’re worth?”  From a 
worldly perspective, we have opposite views collid-
ing.  We have a me-first attitude, that says I am most 
worthy and deserving of *fill in the blank*.  We also 
have messages/advertisements telling us that we’re 
not good enough, attractive enough, smart enough, 
while providing us with all the… tools necessary to 
make us good enough.  4) “What does God say you’re 
worth?” What is God’s message for you?  His words 
ARE what matter most, and He speaks to you 
through His Son’s death and resurrection.  5) 
“Telling the world what their worth is.”  The message 
that there is nothing you are worth less than, that 
you are worth saving, the message of Romans 5:8 is 
a message we are called to share with all people.   
 
Again, we understand that with a theme like 
“Worthless” it might bring up negative reactions, 
and what might seem to be a focus on the Law, but 
we also think there is great Gospel here, and Jesus 
dies for us in our worthlessness.  We have also sent a 
letter to the pastor the congregation digging into the 
Law/Gospel dynamic a little more, so if you need 
even more explanation, there is extra explanation 
available.    
 
If there is anything we can do to be of assistance to 
you in these next number of months, please reach 
out to us, and we would be happy to help!  We will 
continue to keep you informed and updated as we 
get closer to July.  God bless you, and we hope to see 
you next summer! 
 
 In Christ, 
  Pastor Glenn 
  NYG Planning Committee  
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BC MISSION BOAT TRIP – July 4-11, 2019 
 

OUR TEAM:  The Mission Team (going to a remote community in northern BC to 
share Jesus’ love) will consist of the following people:  Michelle Ruf, Nicole 
Sauder, Keaton Sauder, Nadine Adam, Logan Brewster, Alexandra Va-
silakos JoAnne Peterson, and Jamie Peterson.  Please remember our team in 
your prayers as we spend the coming months preparing for our trip.  The trip will take 
place July 4-11, 2019.  
 
FUNDRAISING:  Our fundraising goal is approximately $8,000  
 
Nadine Adam has kindly agreed to be our Fundraising Coordinator.  If you have ques-
tions regarding any of our fundraising activities or have fundraising ideas you would 
like to suggest, please speak with Nadine Adam.  She can be contacted at: 
403-620-0567 or nadinea@partscanada.com 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who has supported and/or assisted with our fundrais-
ing efforts—it is appreciated more than words can say! 
 
Currently we are selling raffle tickets for beautiful, decorative birdhouses that someone 
in the congregation has made and donated.  If you would like to participate in the 
raffle, tickets will be sold until November 25th.  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 
tickets for $5.00.   
 
We are also doing a gift card fundraiser (see page 14  for more information 
on this fundraiser). 
 
If you would like to learn more about the BC Mission Boat Society, please speak with 
one of the team members or check out the link below: 
 
http://www.bcmissionboat.org/?view=mobile 
 
Please keep this mission trip in your prayers! 
Thank you & God’s Blessings, 
Michelle Ruf 
michruf@telus.net 

mailto:nadinea@partscanada.com
http://www.bcmissionboat.org/?view=mobile
mailto:michruf@telus.net
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Gift Card Fundraiser for  
2019 Mission Team 

  

BC MISSION BOAT GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER 

 

WHAT IS IT?   
We earn revenue on the sale of gift cards for grocer-
ies, clothing, coffee, and gasoline and there’s no ex-
piry date!  Just a few examples include grocery 
stores (Superstore, Sobeys, Safeway), entertainment 
(Cineplex, Fairmont hotels) to restaurants (Moxies, 
Earl’s, Wendy’s, The Keg, Red Lobster), clothing 
stores (Gap, Old Navy, Banana Republic, Winners), 
coffee places (Tim Horton's, Starbucks), gas (Shell, 
Esso, Petro Canada), big retailers (Walmart, Home 
Depot, Canadian Tire, Shoppers), and more.   
  
Purchaser gets face value of what they paid, we get 
a percentage back on the face value.  The percent-
age we will earn depends on the mix of retailers that 
our group buys. Typically, organizations earn be-
tween 2% - 7%. 
  
IT’S SO EASY 
Every one buys groceries/gas/whatever each week, 
so purchase a gift card to cover a week or a month of 
these purchases. It’s money that you will spend so 
why not have the BC Mission trip reap a small bene-
fit? In addition, Christmas is coming so it’s a great 
way to get all of your Christmas and teacher gifts 
bought early!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Forms can be picked up every Sunday between now 
and November 18th and can be submitted to Nadine 
Adam (or put in her Mailbox #1).  Please attached 
your cash or cheque with the form.  Cheques can be 
posted dated to November 18, 2018. and made 
out to Grace Lutheran Church 
 
Deadline to order is Sunday, November 18th. Gift 
cards will be available for pick up at the church early 
December!  
 
For more information, feel free to contact Nadine Ad-
am at nadinea@partscanada.com. 

 
But a Gift Card from Safeway , Superstore, Wal-
Mart, Co-op or Cineplex, in support of the Sheriff 
King House Outreach event by LWML. This way 
you can support both initiatives with one pur-
chase. 

 
 
 
 
 

CANS FOR MISSIONS!! 
 
 
 
 
YOU WILL NOTICE A COUPLE OF CAN & BOTTLE BINS AROUND THE CHURCH. THE PROCEEDS OF 
THESE RECYCLABLES WILL GO DIRECTLY TOWARDS THE GRACE LUTHERAN BC MISSION BOAT 
TRIP.  
THANK-YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS SUPPORTED THIS ENDEAVOR - WE HAVE COLLECTED OVER 
$400, TO-DATE. SO KEEP THOSE CANS AND BOTTLES COMING. 
 

-YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

mailto:nadinea@partscanada.com
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Our Prayer Chain consists of members of our congregation who pray 

for the needs of members, families, friends, neighbors, community 

here and abroad.  

Each week you receive an email with the requested prayers for the 

week which you can pray at any time at your convenience.    

When submitting a Prayer request, it is important you have received 

permission from the individual we will be praying for.  If you are in-

terested in being a participant of the Prayer Chain and praying for the 

needs of members etc. each week, please contact me.  Prayer is pow-

erful and we can never have too many people praying for our needs. 

- Linda Horton,, Prayer Chain Co-ordinator 

Prayer Chain Contact for the Month of November is: 
Ansie Diedericks 

403-234-0779 
ansie19@gmail.com 

 
Prayer Chain Contact for the Month of December  is: 

Linda Horton 
403-984-2508 

Linda.horton2@shaw.ca 

        GRACE PRAYER CHAIN 

   



 

 16 LWMLC - Update 
November and December  

 
We would like to thank everyone who supported LWMLC Sunday and contributed to Mites. These 
contributions are greatly appreciated. Please know the Mission projects are not looked at lightly and 
are prayed over continuously.  
If you are able to contribute to Mites on a monthly bases this would be greatly appreciated. The First 
Sunday of each month is a great reminder to contribute to Mites. Remember, if everyone gave one 
dollar, these dollars add up.  
 
We would also like to thank everyone who have been contributing to our chosen outreach for the 
past year. The Sheriff King home for women and children who need protection and support.  
As our year approaches the end, the last two months of our out reach will continue.  
 
November is in support of the children for seasonal jackets and clothing.  
December is in support of the moms and children with Christmas. Looking for gift cards. ie: su-
perstore, Safeway, co-op, bus tickets, movie passes. Etc.  
 
However you are able to support, it would be greatly appreciated by this group of marginalized 
women and children.  
 
We are looking for your thoughts and ideas about who we should choose as our outreach campaign 
for 2019.  Please let Linda Horton or Pat Reece know whom you would like to see LWMLC support. 
Thanking you, in advance, for your input.  
 
To update our congregation we celebrated our senior members (65+) with a luncheon in August. It 
was a fun time. Thank you to all our wonderful Senior members who attended.  
Looking ahead we will partner with the TLC and have another luncheon in 2019. 
Save the date:  June, 2019.  
 
The first Monday of each month we hold a Bible study at the home of Linda Horton. Last month we 
started a study titled "Moving from Fear to Freedom" by Grace Fox.  Grace is know for her practical bib-
lical leadership. She speaks regularly at women's events both nationally and internationally. Our first 
study was in October.  
 
Please know that you are welcome to all upcoming evenings of this study.  
Nov 5, Dec 3, Jan 7, 
Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr 1 
May 6 and June 3.  
 
Thank you again for all the support you give to LWML-C.  
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Slow Cooker Lasagna Soup 

From the Taste Of Home Kitchen  

Ingredients 
• 1-1/2 pounds Johnsonville® Ground Mild Italian sausage 
• 1 large onion, chopped 
• 2 medium carrots, chopped 
• 2 cups sliced fresh mushrooms 
• 3 garlic cloves, minced 
• 1 carton (32 ounces) chicken broth 
• 2 cans (14-1/2 ounces each) Italian stewed tomatoes 
• 1 can (15 ounces) tomato sauce 
• 6 lasagna noodles, broken into 1-inch pieces 
• 2 cups coarsely chopped fresh spinach 
• 1 cup cubed or shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese 
• 1/2 cup shredded Parmesan cheese 
• Thinly sliced fresh basil - optional 

DIRECTIONS 

• 1. In a large skillet, cook sausage over medium-high heat 8-10 minutes or until no longer 
pink, breaking into crumbles; drain. Transfer to a 5- or 6-qt. slow cooker. 

• 2. Add onion and carrots to same skillet; cook and stir 2-4 minutes or until softened. Stir 
in mushrooms and garlic; cook and stir 2-4 minutes or until mushrooms are softened. 
Transfer to slow cooker. Stir in broth, tomatoes and tomato sauce. Cook, covered, on low 
4-6 hours or until vegetables are tender. 

3. Skim fat from soup. Add lasagna; cook 1 hour longer or until tender. Stir in spinach. Re-
move insert; let stand 10 minutes. Divide mozzarella cheese among serving bowls; ladle 
soup over cheese. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese and, if desired, basil. 

Makes 8 servings (2 1/2 Quarts) 

Cook Time: 5 hours + standing 
Prep Time: 35 minutes 
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Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us 
to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruction and 
Word of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is 
sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 
1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6).  
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just 
trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing fruits of 
the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just 
doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He 
did. 
Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they 
often carry many of the same mannerisms and character-
istics as their parents, but there is more to it than that. 
Children copy their parents even on a more mundane 
level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how 
they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, 
how they do and say most everything.  
And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous 
when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be uncomfortable 
and embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something 
less than polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms 
thrive on these situations. It only happens because chil-
dren emulate their parents because they want to be like 
them. 
We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. In 
Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He 
declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the 
Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins, 
and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His puri-
ty, His holiness, and His Spirit, by which we cry out, 
“Abba, Father.”  
We are born again, born from above, born of water and 
the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are 
sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are 
sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the 
Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the Fa-
ther’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His 
Son in time to save us for all eternity.  
And this is why we give generously of our income to the 
work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Fa-
ther. We want to emulate His generosity by being gener-
ous ourselves. We give to the work of the Church be-
cause we have witnessed the generous giving of our Fa-
ther in heaven.  
 

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we 
have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire to 
give ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They 
are temporal and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism 

teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this 
mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone with-
out our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in 
this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to 
receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. What is meant 
by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has 
to do with the support and needs of the body, such as 
food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, 
money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout chil-
dren, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good 
government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, 
good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the 
like.”  
In other words, God gives us everything we need for the 
care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no 
bounds. Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the 
year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the 
week to set aside a generous portion of God’s daily 
bread for His work in the Church.  
We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us 
so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace, want 
to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Fa-
ther; we are His children. And children want to be like 
their parents. 

Stewardship Moment 
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Fall Clean-up October 27, 2018 

 

Thank-you to everyone who came and helped with the 

Fall Clean-up, either on the 27th or on your own sched-

ule. It was a successful time and a lot of fun was had :) 

 

It was a busy day at Grace on the 27th. We are looking 

forward to the Spring Cleanup in the spring :) 
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Sanctuary Lighting - Installation - October 27, 2018 

Thank-you to Ray L, Howard R. Derek L, Eric U., for your expertise 

and skills, Thank-you to Simon Lifts for the boom lift required to 

complete this project and Thank-you to Eccol Electric for getting us 

the supplies in time for the 27th . 
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Accessibility Lift Project Update 

The Accessibility Lift Project is coming along quite well. 

We received delivery of the physical lift, on September 24th and 

the building permit was approved on October 17th.  The team 

working on the project has faced many challenges and have  

worked thru them in order to get the lift shaft built.  

We are in the final stages of the building portion and Uppercut 

Elevators will be in to install the lift, the week of November 26th. 

This project is fully funded from the 

Elevator Fund that was collected 

over the years. If you wish to give to 

any projects, please note Property 

Enhancement Fund on your enve-

lope. 

Thank-you to everyone involved for 

your continued time, treasure & tal-

ents. 
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Community Kitchen Program of Calgary is now offering 

a new Calgary Cooking Program at  

Grace Lutheran Church! 

(3610 Sarcee Rd SW) 

 

Save time, money, prepare nutritious meals for your 

family and meet new people from your neighbourhood. 

 

The Calgary Cooking Program gives the opportunity to plan and prepare a 

collection of nutritious and budget friendly meals. Groups meet twice a 

month; once to plan the menu and once to cook the meals. 

For more information, check out 

www.ckpcalgary.ca 
403.538.7384 or 403.538.0135 

Lana: lavery@ckpcalgary.ca   
Anna: amandazuik@ckpcalgary.ca 

 

Or Shara Fuss at Grace Lutheran Church  

403.249.8562 | office@calgarygracelutheran.com 

Sign-up now to start in January 2019 


