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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

801 Tieton Drive 
 

Email: blcofyakima@gmail.com            Website: blcyakima.360unite.com 

“Connecting People to Jesus” 
 

VISITORS:  Welcome!! Please sign our Guest Book and introduce yourself to 

Pastor Mark Griesse.   
 

WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION 1st, 3rd & 5th SUNDAYS: Please 

see our Communion Statement on preceding page. 
 

A NURSERY AND RESTROOM are located at the front of the sanctuary on 

the left hand side.  Families with small children are welcome to use the nursery 

as needed. 
 

ELEVATOR:  We have an elevator for use as needed to get to the social hall.  

Please see an usher if you wish to use it. 
 

WE GATHER OUR OFFERINGS FOR GOD’S WORK and the Elder of 

the day will take OUR YELLOW PRAYER REQUEST CARDS found in 

the Hymnal rack. 

 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

October 18, 2020 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

As the Lord speaks to us in His Word, He calls the righteous to live by faith 

and always gives reason why His people can do so through His continual 

presence, power, and providence. The Readings today urge us, in various 

ways, to live by faith in our confession and conviction. In Isaiah, He with great 

conviction reminds through the prophet, “I am the LORD, and there is no other, 

besides Me there is no God.” In the Epistle, Paul assures the Thessalonians, 

“He has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also 

in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.” Finally, in today’s 
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Gospel, Christ urges us to live by faith and as stewards of all He has provided, 

to “render . . . to God the things that are God’s.” Moved by His Spirit out of 

gratefulness for the salvation earned for us by Christ Jesus, we then give God 

our willing obedience, dedicated service, and the glory due His name as we in 

confession and conviction live by faith in and through Him. 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

HYMN                         “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [St. 1: LSB 966] 
 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 96:1–9 
 

Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day 

to day. 
 

Pastor: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all 

the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be 

feared above all gods. 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
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HYMN                        “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [Sts. 2–3: LSB 966] 
 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Pastor: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD 

made the heavens. 

People: Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in 

His sanctuary. 
 

Pastor: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD 

glory and strength! 

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, 

and come into His courts! Worship the LORD in the splendor of 

holiness. 

 

HYMN                      “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [St. 4: LSB 966] 
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Public domain 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
  Psalm 51:1–3; 96:9–13; Isaiah 45:5, adapted 
 

Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

Pastor: As we come and bow before the Lord to confess our sins, we admit 

that we have bowed down to other gods of this world and gods of our 

own choosing. 

People: We confess we have trusted in ourselves and others rather than in 

You. 
 

Pastor: We have failed to rely on You in all times. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, and against others in what we have 

done and left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart 

People: and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We confess we 

have trusted in ourselves and others rather than in You. 
 

Pastor: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and 

all that fills it; 

People: let the field exult, and everything in it! 
 

Pastor: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

People: before the LORD, for He comes, 
 

Pastor: for He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 

righteousness, and the peoples in His faithfulness. 

People: Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
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HYMN                        “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [St. 5: LSB 966] 
 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs, Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, With joy to sing 

    To heav’n’s high King, Salvation’s song! 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, God is a merciful and loving 

Father, of whom “there is no other, besides Him there is no God.” He 

has chosen you in the Gospel, which has come not only in word but 

with full conviction in power and in the Holy Spirit. Jesus died on the 

cross to redeem You. Through Him, in His stead, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy 

on us that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through 

things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE          “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” [LSB 940] 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

    Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 
 

Public domain 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1–7 
 

(The Lord uses Cyrus as an instrument of deliverance.) 
 

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

    whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 

    and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 

    that gates may not be closed: 
2 “I will go before you 

    and level the exalted places,[a] 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

    and cut through the bars of iron, 
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

    and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

    and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

    I name you, though you do not know me. 
5 I am the LORD, and there is no other, 

    besides me there is no God; 

    I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun 

    and from the west, that there is none besides me; 

    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7 I form light and create darkness; 

    I make well-being and create calamity; 

    I am the LORD, who does all these things. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18564a
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EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
 

(The Thessalonians’ faith and example) 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly[a] mentioning you in 

our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 

labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 

know, brothers[b] loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel 

came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 

with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 

for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 

received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that 

you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For 

not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not 

say anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception 

we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living 

and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE  Colossians 2:10 
 

People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Pastor: You have been filled in Him, who is the head of all rule and 

authority. 

People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29546a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+1%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29548b
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 
 

(Jesus tested by the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 
16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and 

you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by 

appearances.[a] 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the 

test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius.[b] 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 
21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 22 When they 

heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15%E2%80%93220&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15%E2%80%93220&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23889b
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HYMN OF THE DAY    “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” [LSB 918] 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

SERMON Proper 24 (Pentecost 20) October 18, 2020 

FULLY CONVINCED 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5a; PENT-23 EP2 

 

A memorable scene from the move Forrest Gump portrays a feirce battle 

during the Viet Nam war.  Gump’s platoon has come under intense enemy fire 

and is in full retreat.  There are heavy casualties, and the American troops 

seem completely paralyzed by fear and confusion.  In a moment of blind 
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courage and total loyalty, Gump darts into the jungle to rescue his comrades, 

including his commanding officer.  Gump’s simple love and dedication lead 

him to risk his own safety to serve his friends and fellow soldiers. 

 In many ways, the Thessalonian Christians were like soldiers under fire. 

The enemy had launched a barrage of deadly missiles, hardship, persecution, 

death.  The intensity of the battle and the heavy casualties threatened to 

paralyze the congregation.  Yet Paul issues a stirring call to persevere amide 

the conflict.  God was present in Word and Sacrament, giving them faith, love 

and hope – and those qualities resulted in work, labor, and endurance.  United 

tot he Lord Jesus, and in communion with one another, these believers had full 

confidence in God’s rich blessings in Christ 

 Three phrases in our text illustrate the deep conviction in Christ shared by 

the Thessalonians and by us today: “work produced by faith,” “labor prompted 

by love,” and “endurance inspired by hope.” 

Work produced by faith. 
 All religions of the word can be divided into two categories: religions 

based on human works to try to appease God, and the religion of faith in God’s 

grace.  Some people believe that they can secure God’s love and mercy by 

their own efforts.  Their work is produced by a sense of guilt and fear, or by 

arrogant pride.  The Gospel reveals that God has redeemed his people from sin 

death and the devil by the death and resurrection of his son.  Christian faith is a 

relationship, anchored in Christ’s forgiveness.  In Christ we are free from the 

burdens of failure and guilt, and empowered to live as God’s servants.  Our 

work is produced by faith in what God has done for us in Christ. 

 The work produced by faith in God’s grace is as work in us.  The 

originator and perfecter – the beginning and the end – of our faith is Jesus 

Christ whose atoning death and victorious resurrection procured our salvation.  

The work produced by faith is service to God and to one another.  Our 

relationship with Christ motivates us to extend our hearts and hands in his 

name to people in need. 

Labor prompted by love. 
 God’s love is perfect.  It reflects his very nature and purpose.   

 God’s love is very active, costly, and complete.   

 Love is hard work; it requires sacrifice. 

 If you truly love something a sport, hobby, or activity – you are willing to 

work at it, and you give up other things for it.  When you love someone, you 
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invest time, energy, and resources in demonstrating your love, and you give up 

other things for the sake of that person. (Examples: a parent stays home from 

work to care for a sick child; spouses promise to “forsake all others” and 

devote themselves to their spouse no matter what the circumstances; families 

show love by working together to finish chores and projects.) 

 Christ’s labor of love was hard work – on our behalf.  His love, revealed 

in the cross, motivates us to give our time, talents and treasures in his service. 

Endurance inspired by hope. 

 We have an enduring hope because: God elected/chose us; 

  God redeemed us; 

  God empowers us daily; 

  God promises to fulfill the hope of heaven. 

 Jesus’ parable of the treasure hidden in a field illustrates the call and the 

priceless worth of God’s kingdom.  Our treasure is Christ.  His gifts and 

promises come to us in his Word and Sacraments.  His forgiveness and the joy 

it produces are beyond all human expectation.  Through the Spirit he grants us 

full confidence in the Good News; full assurances that his promises will come 

true; and full conviction to share his love with others and remain steadfast in 

hope and faithful service. 

 

CATECHISM The First Article 
 

Pastor: The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed tells us about the creative 

work and continuing care of God the Father. The explanation, written 

by Martin Luther, further explains the work of God the Father and 

our faithful response.  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth. What does this mean? 

 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 

given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 

reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly 

and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body 

and life. 
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He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 

from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness 

and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it 

is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 
 

(Guests, please place your offering in the plate on the stool on your way out.) 

 

 

OFFERTORY          “We Give Thee But Thine Own” [LSB 781] 
 

 

 
 

 Continued next page… 

5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 

Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.  We offer to You, Lord, the sacrifice 

of our prayer and praise. You have blessed us with the gift of life in 

Your Son, Jesus Christ. You provide for all our needs, even when we 

are unaware. Accept our humble thanksgiving, and empower us to 

demonstrate our thanks in words, actions, and dedicated service to 

You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We acknowledge that You are the Lord, and there is no other. 

Strengthen us to resist temptations to serve other gods, whether things 

of this world, others, or ourselves. Open our eyes to see Your 

presence in all of our lives. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Our Savior Jesus Christ, has reminded us to render to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, and to You what is Yours. As You have established all 

authority over us, we pray for our leaders in this world, nation, state, 

and community. Give them wisdom and courage to act with justice 

and mercy for all lives, including the unborn and aged, the vulnerable 

and needful. Bless also those who serve our Church as elected and 

called officials, and the leaders within our own congregation, that all 

actions bring glory to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: We lift up all those in need, the hungry and homeless, the mourning 

and grieving, and all who seek healing, [especially . . .]. Give peace, 

hope, and healing according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Bless all who commune at this altar today, that through the body and 

blood of Your Son, Jesus, they be strengthened in Your forgiveness, 

enabled to withstand temptations of the devil, and empowered to 

lovingly serve neighbors in Your name.   

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  [Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 

and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

 

SANCTUS (p. 208 in hymnal) 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 

His blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 

Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in 

His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  Revelation 22:20 
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Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 

Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI (p. 210 in hymnal) 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

We receive Holy Communion today.  We believe that we are sinners forgiven 

by Jesus Christ.  We repent of our sins.  We are baptized children of the one 

true God.  We believe that, as Jesus said, His body and blood are truly present 

in and with the bread and wine.  As we partake of this sacrament, we also 

express our unity in faith with our fellow believers.  We come at Jesus’ 

invitation for He is the host.  If these are also your beliefs, you are welcome at 

the communion table. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” [LSB 554] 
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Public domain 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                “Amazing Grace” [LSB 744] 
 

 

 

 
 

© 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.  Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN          “Praise and Thanksgiving” [LSB 789] 
 

 

 

 
 

© 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.  Public domain 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (p. 211 in hymnal) 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 

Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN                   “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” [LSB 830] 
 

 

 

 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
 

Public domain 
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