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August 9, 2020 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The Gospel stories of Jesus often have a familiarity to us that may diminish 

what the sacred writer wants us to understand. Simply put, there has never 

been any individual on this earth like Jesus. He has divine power that can heal 

the sick, revive the dead, and multiply bread and fish to feed multitudes. And 

He can even walk on water. Nobody else has ever done that. Only Jesus. As 

we worship and hear the Gospel account shared today, let us rediscover in 

Jesus our one and only Savior. 
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 PREPARATION  

 

HYMN                       “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” [LSB 794] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mz9kgHzVeQ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mz9kgHzVeQ
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OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We have begun our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Let us speak together the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed regarding the First Person of the Holy Trinity. 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 

given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 

reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly 

and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body 

and life.  He defends me against all danger and guards and 

protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in 

me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him.  This is most certainly true. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask 

His gracious forgiveness. 

People: We confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven 

and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by 

nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have 

used His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not 

always been thoughtful caretakers of His creation and have not 

shared His bounty with others at all times. We have been heedless 

in word and deed and have not always kept our thoughts, words, 

and deeds pure and honorable. We sinned in ways we know and in 

ways we do not even recognize. We have wished for that which is 

not rightfully ours and have not put the best construction on all 

things and on all people. We pray God to have mercy on us, to 

forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

God of love, in His ministry, Your Son, Jesus, showed His mastery 

over all the forces of nature, including those of great power. Help us 

to keep our eyes fixed on Him and to trust His guidance in all things 

as we pass through this world, confident in His care; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE               “There Is a Redeemer” [LSB 971] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_YM_hYzcPo 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_YM_hYzcPo


5 

 
 

© 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955. 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4–18 
 

(God tells Job of His lordship over all creation.) 
 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

    Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 when the morning stars sang together 

    and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb, 
9 when I made clouds its garment 

    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10 and prescribed limits for it 

    and set bars and doors, 
11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

    and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 
12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

    and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

    and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14 It is changed like clay under the seal, 

    and its features stand out like a garment. 
15 From the wicked their light is withheld, 

    and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

    or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
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17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

    or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

    Declare, if you know all this. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 18:1–6 
 

People: I love You, O LORD, my strength. 
 

Women: The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, 

my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my 

salvation, my stronghold. 
 

Men: I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved 

from my enemies. 
 

Women: The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of destruction 

assailed me; 
 

Men: the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. 
 

Women: In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. 
 

Men: From His temple He heard my voice, and my cry to Him reached 

His ears. 
 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 10:5–17 
 

(Faith comes from hearing the Gospel.) 
 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the 

person who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness 

based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
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faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth 

one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes 

in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 

him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 

are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?[a] And how are they 

to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 

good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, 

who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, 

and hearing through the word of Christ. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  Matthew 14:27 
 

People: Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22–33 
 

(Jesus walks on the water on the Sea of Galilee.) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, 

he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way[a] from the 

land,[b] beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the 

fourth watch of the night[c] he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when 

the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A5%E2%80%9317%09%09&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28187a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A5%E2%80%9317%09%09&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22%E2%80%9333%09%09&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23621a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22%E2%80%9333%09%09&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23621b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22%E2%80%9333%09%09&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23622c
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ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 

saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 

water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind,[d] he was afraid, and 

beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why 

did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 

those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  [LSB 717] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDjwUzUnNpU 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22%E2%80%9333%09%09&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23627d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDjwUzUnNpU
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© The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010955.   Public domain 

 

Pentecost 10 (Proper 14), August 9, 2020 

Who Is This Jesus? 
Text: Matthew 14:22–33 

Something like this has probably happened to you. It happens early on in 

relationships all the time: You meet someone—a new family member, a first 

date, a co-worker new to the place—and immediately you like something 

about her or him. Admittedly you don’t know that much, but you grab hold of 

some characteristic—he’s kind, she’s hardworking. It’s enough to like the 

person right away. When you speak, that’s how you describe him or her: 

“Yesterday, I met so and so. I like her. She’s hilarious.” That’s how things often 

begin. Truth be told, you know she isn’t only that, but in the beginning, you 

find something and define her or him by that characteristic. For sure, it can go 

the other way too; maybe you catch someone at a bad time, and unfortunately 

you make a quick condemnation. First impressions. 

What happens next? If you invest yourself enough in that person, you’ll find 

that she or he is more than one description could cover. Maybe a moment 

arises that tests that person’s mettle, and you realize that someone who always 

struck you as flighty can bear down or rise to the occasion. Or maybe you walk 
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through the valley of the shadow with someone, and that someone you’ve 

always seen as happy breaks into little pieces right before your eyes. Maybe 

that person entrusted to you his deepest fears or her darkest dreams. In 

moments like those, we have a couple options: you could try to push the 

person back to arm’s length because you were more comfortable with your 

caricature, or you might realize that none of us is so easily defined. 

1. We may try to fit Jesus into neat and tidy categories. 

Here’s the thing: people, by and large, are not poorly written characters who 

are always this or always that. Life is, always has been, and always will be 

more complicated than that. People are more complicated than that. They defy 

our expectations, because, believe it or not, most people’s goal in life is not to 

fit nicely into your little categories and show up to fulfill whatever your need 

is at the moment. Your funny friend has worries. Your dependable friend fails 

people sometimes, even fails you. 

Here’s the point: we do the same with Jesus. We define him quickly and 

simply, and, because of that, sometimes we’re frustrated or confused when he’s 

more than that. 

Here’s a moment that had an impact on me. I was having a conversation 

with a guy. And we got to talking about church stuff. Something he mentioned 

to me as we talked was how he didn’t understand people who went to other 

churches who often seemed to mourn their faith, to find sadness in their faith. 

“At our church,” he said, “we have a giant painting of Jesus, and he’s laughing. 

That’s the way I like to picture Jesus,” he said. “For me, Jesus is the guy who 

has fun at parties.”  

The more I’ve thought about that, well, I think it’s kind of sad. For a couple 

reasons. One is because it just seems a little backward to me that he was eager 

to get rid of any picture of Jesus that didn’t fit his need to be happy. Seems a 

little shallow and a lot selfish to me. Another reason: Certainly Jesus is a guy 

who sometimes has fun at parties; his first miracle at Cana in Galilee, water 

into wine, had pretty much zero practical value, other than saving the host a 

good deal of embarrassment. But as much as Jesus surely had fun, he is also 

the Man of Sorrows, who weeps outside the tomb of a friend and laments 

outside Jerusalem that its inhabitants are so utterly lost. To be clear, I don’t 

know more about that guy than this one conversation. Who knows? Maybe he 

has some reason to feel this way, some baggage he’s trying to unload, some 
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darkness he’s trying to escape. The guy isn’t just this one conversation. I now 

wish I knew more about him. But ultimately the point isn’t about him. The 

point is about Jesus. 

2. Jesus is more complicated than we categorize him to be. 

You see, the more you get to know Jesus, the more you realize that he isn’t 

some poorly written character with no depth, no complication. And if you 

listened to St. Matthew today and listened to the Gospel over the course of the 

last many weeks, he’ll help you see that. 

John the Baptist wasn’t sure. So unsure was he that he sent his disciples to 

Jesus, knowing, John did, that his death was likely at hand. He had seen his 

whole life through Jesus. He was given purpose by his ministry of preparation 

for Jesus. And then near the end, he was so confused by Jesus—because his 

expectations of what Jesus would be didn’t seem to match up with reality—

that he had to know. So John sent some of his disciples to Jesus with these 

words on their lips: “Jesus, are you the one, or should we spend the time we 

have left looking for someone else?” 

Many were gathered to see Jesus—more than that, to hear Jesus—and he 

regularly defied expectations. They had traveled miles on foot to hear him, and 

they did sometimes walk away less than satisfied. Confused even. Jesus 

doesn’t receive a “welcome home” banner or parade on his trip to his 

hometown. He’s mocked. Teased. And sent away. He has compassion on and 

heals the deeply diseased, the terribly sick. He touches the untouchable and 

hears the voice of the voiceless. He eschews private time with his closest 

friends and feeds thousands with meager supply. Unexpected. 

Now he misses the boat, literally, and he’s alone on a mountain. He who is 

prayed to by millions around the world himself spends time in prayer to his 

Father. And when he finally says, “amen,” his disciples and their boat are too 

far from shore to hail. So what does he do? Jesus walks across the water. They 

think he’s a ghost. After all they’d seen him do, this still stands out as special. 

He speaks words of comfort and then welcomes Peter onto the water. But just 

as soon as this amazing moment begins, it begins to slip away and Peter begins 

to sink. So the strong hand of Jesus takes hold of him and drags his soggy self 

into the boat. Jesus openly wonders why Peter’s faith didn’t hold. After all 

this—the mockery, the teaching, the healing, the doubts, the feeding, the 

walking on water, the elaborate and complicated vision Matthew provides for 
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us—the disciples make a confession of faith. Jesus is no longer just the one 

who healed or the one who provided. He is no longer just the one who goes to 

parties or the one who restrains his strength and is mocked in his hometown. 

He commands audiences with the strength of his voice and commands all of 

creation as the sea rises to meet his feet. The disciples realize for certain that 

they are uncertain about exactly what this means. But they say, “Surely this is 

the Son of God.” 

3. Thank God Jesus is more complicated than we expect! 

What are we getting at? Here’s the direction: Jesus is tough to get your 

hands on sometimes. He’s bigger than and more complicated than something 

that makes perfect sense to us. He’s tough to categorize. He’s hard to label, 

unless you confess, in faith, that he is special, unique, only, the Son of God. 

And though you can’t quite grasp him sometimes, and I can’t quite grasp, he’s 

got a hold of you. Sometimes lifting children to his lap, sometimes dragging 

his disciples into the boat, always holding on to us. And he’ll drag you by the 

hand long enough that he’ll take you places of tremendous view and 

unmatchable value. It’ll also mean remarkable complication, because he’ll take 

you to the cross, where beauty defies our ideas of prettiness and strength looks 

nothing like we’ve ever seen before. And when you doubt and when you 

struggle, he’ll reach out his hand once again, strong and wounded, and create 

in your spirit the confession that they made that day and we make today: Jesus 

is the Son of God. And though I don’t quite understand him all the time, his 

relentless power is worth beholding, and his path is worth following. “Come,” 

says Jesus. “Trust and walk toward me. I have your hand.” 

In the end, I hope this isn’t an academic exercise. I hope it isn’t just “I need 

to think more deeply about Jesus.” I hope in the end that the point of all this is 

to guide us toward truth and, in truth, to let Jesus guide us home, avoiding 

some slips along the way. Because I do wonder if the way some view Jesus is 

one dimensional or too shallow. I wonder if maybe they’ve run away not 

realizing he’s more than that. If he’s always laughing and you’re crying, might 

you think he isn’t for you? Maybe. If he’s always fierce, and you’re deeply 

guilty, might you think avoiding him is best for you? Maybe. But he is more. 

Thank God! 

Thank God Jesus Defies Our Desire to Categorize Him, Because We Need 

Him to Be More Than We Expect. 
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If you think you’ve failed him, well, I hope you know that sinking down alone 

isn’t preferable to facing him in the boat. He reaches out his hand. He grasps 

you. His touch is both gentle and strong. In his grip, you’ll know the price that 

he paid to have you forever. His hands bear the scars of his love, the price of 

forgiveness. He’s crucified and living. And he’s for you. Amen. 

 

CREEDAL SONG              “In God We Believe” [Tune: LSB 802] 
(Almighty Invisitble God only Wise) 

In God we believe: the Creator whose pow’r 

In mercy has brought us for worship this hour. 

He graciously grants us our years and our days 

And blesses with kindness our work and our ways. 

 

In Jesus, the Savior, our hope is secured. 

True God and true man once the cross He endured 

To grant our lives wholeness, forgiveness of sin. 

With hearts freed from guilt, we know true peace within. 

 

God’s Spirit at work in our lives we confess; 

With power and truth the Church now He does bless. 

As saints, God’s forgiven, one day we shall then 

Be living in glory forever. Amen. 
 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

 

OFFERING TO THE LORD’S WORK IS GATHERED 
 

(During this time of staying at home we invite you to mail or drop off your 

offerings to the church.) 

 

OFFERTORY           “Take My Life and Let It Be”  [Sts. 1, 4, 6: LSB 783] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ93HVuYd5Y 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQ93HVuYd5Y
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6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord, beseeching Him for the gift of peace. 

For the Church and all who are called to lives of service to God’s 

people, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

HYMN                                 “Built on the Rock” [St. 5: LSB 645] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah4NDHjVf1M 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
 

Public domain 

 

Pastor: For the blessing of God upon our nation and its leaders that we lead 

peaceable lives, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

HYMN                      “God Bless Our Native Land” [St. 1: LSB 965] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJbNuDAUZ8E 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ah4NDHjVf1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJbNuDAUZ8E
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Public domain 

 

Pastor: For the needs of ourselves and others for healing and restoration, for 

solace and comfort, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

 With thanks for the faithful examples set by those whose earthly 

journeys are complete and whose witness to Christ yet inspires us, let 

us pray to the Lord. 
  

These things and all else that we should have asked, grant us 

according to Your gracious will, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN                         “This Is My Father’s World” [LBW 554] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3ZVLOLMRMw 

This is my Father’s world, And to my list’ning ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, His hand the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father’s world; The birds their carols raise; 

The morning light, the lily white, Declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair. 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; He speaks to me ev’rywhere. 
 

This is my Father’s world; Oh, let me ne’er forget 

That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world; Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King, let the heavens ring! God reigns; let the earth be glad! 
 
Text: Maltbie Davenport Babcock, 1858–1901. Public domain 

 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
News and Notes 

 
Thank you for continuing to support the Salvation Army!   
 
Senior Food Vouchers  Food Vouchers are available for seniors (60+) to use at the 
Farmer’s Markets beginning June 1.  Just call 211 and make an appointment to receive the 
voucher and get all the necessary information (locations & times). 
 
Holy Communion  Pastor would like to make available to you private communion if that is 
your wish.  Pastor can have communion with your household privately in my office or in the 
sanctuary at the church.  He is available on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00am-
11:30am. We will wear masks and go through the homebound communion service.  Simply 
call Doris Wurl (509) 379-0652 and she will schedule a time that is convenient for you. 
 
Leadership Team – We have scheduled a Leadership Team meeting for Tuesday August 4 
at 11am.  The purpose is to discuss the current Covid-19 situation, talk about the election of 
officers from the slate that was developed back in May, as well as discuss what we are 
hearing from our members during the pandemic. 
 
In Our Prayers  Please stay safe and venture out only when it is absolutely necessary.  We 
ask for your prayers for all healthcare workers, local and global and for our brothers and 
sisters at Bethlehem as well as their loved ones.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3ZVLOLMRMw
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In Our Prayers we pray especially for:   
  

 Bev Davison Undergoing tests 

 Roy Bennett—Is currently at Memorial with several health issues. 

 Loraine Mahoney -  Fell and broke her knee and is recovering at Willow Springs 

 Barik Family – Mala’s Mother is in failing health.  

 Kane Kelley – Rudy’s grandnephew has been deployed to Afghanistan.  

 For our loved ones with cancer: Karianna, Donna Nord, Carolyn Garland, Melanie, 
Christine Conway, David Lounder, and Diane Traner. 

 Pray for the healing of our nation, both physically and spiritually.  

 Coronavirus – pray for all sickened by the virus, that the Lord would protect the 
health care providers from contracting the disease and for an end to the spread 
of the virus. 

 
(If you have any prayer requests, please call the church office- 457-5822). 

 
Dear Bethlehem Lutheran Congregation, 
 
Our Bethlehem Lutheran Leadership group met on Tuesday, August 4th to discuss a number 

of items. We discussed the possibility of beginning in sanctuary worship services and agreed 

that at this point in the Covid-19 pandemic it was neither safe nor wise to do so. We, like all of 

you truly miss worshipping with our Christian brothers and sisters, but realize that in this stage 

of the pandemic it is not possible. We also discussed the possibility of having some type of 

worship service online, such as through Zoom, but realized that not all of our members have 

access to a computer. It was decided that until the Covid-19 situation improves we will 

continue to send our Sunday Worship service via email and snail mail as we have been doing 

for some time now. Pastor Griesse, stated that he would like to start a bible class on Sept 9th. 

at the church if possible or online if not. 

 

We also discussed how to handle our elections, that would have been held at our Voters 

Assembly meeting in May of this year had it not been for the pandemic. It was decided that 

those who were officers or committee members prior to June 1, 2020 would continue to serve 

until such time in the future that we can hold a Voters Assembly and have our elections. We 

continue to discuss social distance seating for worships services when we can reconvene. 

Doris Wurl, has asked that items for the Monthly Newsletter be sent via email if possible or by 

mail if not, to the church office. She reminded us that news of the congregation is more 

important than ever as we continue to shelter in place. 

 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Keith Jacobson, Vice Chairman 


