
Bethlehem Star 
“Connecting People to Jesus”                                                                                 August 2020         

 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

If you study the life of Abraham in Genesis you will see there were many times when he 

had trouble comprehending and believing all that God had promised.  In Genesis 15, Abraham 

seems to be complaining that God has not done what he promised.  He says:  "I remain childless 

and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus.  But then the Lord assured him 

again that he would indeed have a son from his own body.  He showed him the stars and made 

the incredible promise that his descendants would number as many.  Then we are told that 

Abraham believed the Lord.  This was the third time God had given to Abraham his promise of 

numerous descendants.  Abraham was convinced that he could count on the Lord.  The great 

God who promised to give Abraham a son in his old age and then delivered on his promise is 

the same God who promises to take away our fears and provide for us. 

 God establishes a covenant with us.  God adopts us into his family in Baptism, gives us 

faith through which we, like Abraham, are deemed righteous (Gen 15:6), and establishes peace 

forever in our hearts.  God forgives our sins and grants us everlasting life with him.  

 Here we go back to the basic doctrine that makes us Christian.  Insecurity and uncertainty 

about salvation result from making salvation dependent on an inner change in us as God's 

people.  The line of reasoning goes something like this.  God gave us his grace, empowered us 

by his spirit therefore we are changed people who never fear, never sin again, help the poor, and 

on and on.  But the basic doctrine of Christianity is Justification by Grace through faith.  We are 

not righteous people.  We are sinners.  It is God who makes us his children through baptism.  It 

is God who forgives our sins.  It is God who paid the price for our sins on the cross.  All of our 

salvation occurs outside of ourselves.  It is done for us by God.  Justification by faith alone 

means that it is not the sinner who is changed into a righteous person, rather it is the sinners 

situation before God that is changed.  You are not righteous, you are a sinner, but God in his 

grace forgives you and give you a foreign righteousness.  He gives you the righteousness of 

Christ, which you neither earned nor deserved.  For this reason, which you had absolutely 

nothing to do with, you are saved. 

 God's action moves us to trust him completely.  Since God made good on his promise to 

save us in Christ, we trust him to provide for us.  He moves us from fear to faith.  The Lord 

does this because he is the great and only God of the universe, our shield and very great reward. 

 God gives us a faith to face our fears.  In this time of a worldwide pandemic we have the 

promise of God that he is with us and he is for us.   

 

Walk in faith with your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

Pastor Griesse 

 

  


