Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Minutes for June 10, 2025
1. Meeting began with a discussion on the introduction and first reflection in Hagan’s book Faithful, Hopeful, and Bold.  Discussion included congregation weaknesses (limited perspective due to lifelong Lutheranism, age/stage of life) and limited discipleship among members.  Strengths include excellent interpersonal relationships and care for each other.  We can focus on our strengths and transfer what we do well to areas of weakness.
2. May minutes.  Several typographical corrections were recommended (and have been completed).  Ron Rode motions to accept minutes as amended.  Willie Crespo seconds.
3. Treasurer Report: Due to low cash on hand, a motion was made to transfer $10,000 from savings to the checking account.  Darlene Laubenstein made the motion.  Ron Rode seconds.  Motion passed.
4. Pastor’s Report: See report.  Pastor noted that he has had a poem published in the latest issue of Mere Orthodoxy and will have 2 additional poems published soon.  Also, he was recently selected to tell a story at a Moth Story Slam event in KC.
5. CLF: See report.
6. Elders: Willie Crespo reports that the Elders met about how to market and reach out to families.  Darlene wonders about members who do not attend services.  Willie noted that attention was given to this last winter when the roster was cleaned.  Willie pointed out the the new attendance method that requires elders to know members’ names has had a positive effect.  Jeremy added that the safety team is working toward a launch.  Additional people at the door are good for safety, and also greeting newcomers.  Darlene contributed that the method for passing the offering plate has gotten confusing.  She noted that before covid things went more smoothly.  It was noted that it would be good to have acolytes, ushers, and greeters arranged in advance.  
7. Rebecca (note-taker) left at 8:30.
8. Old business: Rethink Maguire project retaining wall was discussed.  
9. Closing prayer: Willie Crespo
10. Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm
