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Scripture reports that after the women left the tomb, they fled, “for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid” (Mark 16:8). It may be hard to understand their hesitancy to tell anyone
about the Lord’s resurrection, perhaps because the witness of Scripture often seems
otherworldly, not connected to the harsh realities of daily living. But God’s
promises, signed in the blood of Christ, are eternal. The seal on our Lord’s tomb
could not stand against what the Creator of all things was doing. And Christ’s
deliverance from the confines of tomb and time, circumstance and space, leads the
way to our own deliverance from sin and eternal death. Tonight we begin the
celebration, which will burst forth in Alleluias with the new day. He is risen indeed!

+ Easter Vigil +

Liturgical Color:

The congregation gathers out front at the vigil fire. The slips of paper with worries,
weights, and concerns (from the Lenten cross) will be burned prayerfully in the fire.

Invocation

) Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P) Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which Our Lord Jesus passed
over from death into life, we pause in vigil and in prayer. This is the Passover
of the Lord in which, by hearing His Word and giving thanks for His saving gift
of Holy Baptism, we share in His victory over death. Let us pray.

O God, You are like a refiner's fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of
Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this
new flame and those who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with
desire for life with You, we may be found truly prepared to share in the
Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,



who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow and
forever. Amen.

The Blessing of the Paschal (Passover) Candle

The cross is traced on the paschal candle.
Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the
ending,

The Greek letters Alpha and Omega are traced on the paschal candle.
the Alpha and the Omega.

The year is traced on the paschal candle.
His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever.

Five wax nails are placed into the paschal candle.
By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen.

The paschal candle is lit.

P) May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the
darkness of our hearts and minds.
Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing
that all who in true faith share this night in joyful celebration of the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead may be filled with Your
heavenly benediction. Once we were in darkness, but now we are in the
light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord.

At this time, the bearer of the paschal candle proceeds to the entrance of the nave
and stops. (Make sure to take a candle from the basket before proceeding into the
nave!) When he stops at the entrance to the nave, this follows:

[P) The light of Christ,
Thanks be to God.
The bearer of the paschal candle stops in the middle of the nave (as people continue

to follow), then this a second time:

[P) The light of Christ,
Thanks be to God.

Once in the chancel, the bearer of the paschal candle lifts it high; then a final time:

[P) The light of Christ,
Thanks be to God.



Lighting of the Tapers

Once the paschal candle has been placed in the holder, proceed forward, light your
candle from the paschal candle and place it in a sandbox, then find a pew and be
seated in quiet prayer. (You might wish to meditate upon times the Lord has brought
you over from difficulty and darkness to rescue and light.)

Please remain standing, as able.

Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) ..................rnerrencrrennen. sung by cantor

Rejoice now, all you heav’nly choirs of angels; rejoice now, all creation; sound forth,
trumpet of salvation, and proclaim the triumph of our King. Rejoice too, all the
earth, in the radiance of the light now poured upon you and made brilliant by the
brightness of the everlasting King; know that the ancient darkness has been forever
banished. Rejoice, O Church of Christ, clothed in the brightness of this light; let all
this house of God ring out with rejoicing, with the praises of all God’s faithful people.

HYMN......ooo s “All You Works of the Lord” #931
(cantor sings the verses; congregation sings the refrain)
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Praise Him  and mag-ni - fy Him for - ev - er.

Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Text: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P)  Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) Itistruly good...one God, now and forever.

Amen.

P) In this most holy night, our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death

and by His resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise



the Lord, for He truly keeps His word. The sun of righteousness has dawned
upon us who long have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.

The Creation.......... e Genesis 1:1-2:3
A reading from Genesis, the first and second chapters.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” And God made the expanse and separated
the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the
expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening
and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth,
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.”
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate
the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and
years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God set them in
the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the
great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters
swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And



God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their
kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their
kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds
and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.”

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God
said, “Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every green
plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in
creation.

P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
P) Letus pray.

Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created
all things, and through the Word made flesh You brought new life to fallen
humanity. Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of
Him who shares fully in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



The Flood.........coooveevereerereeerenan Genesis 7:1-5; 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13
A reading from Genesis the seventh, eighth, and ninth chapters.

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for
| have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven
pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are
not clean, the male and his mate, and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also,
male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. For in
seven days | will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living
thing that | have made | will blot out from the face of the ground.” And Noah did all
that the LORD had commanded him. . .

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth
forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham
and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the
ark, they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to
their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind,
and every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. They went into the ark
with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And those
that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And
the LORD shut him in.

The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore
up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and increased
greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters.

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made
and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the
earth. Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from
the face of the ground. But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned
to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put
out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. He waited another
seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove came back
to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So
Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another
seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.

In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month,
the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the
ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. In the second month,
on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. Then God said to



Noah, “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives
with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and
animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm
on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out, and his
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him.

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, | establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature that
is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many
as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. | establish my covenant with
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that | make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: | have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth.

P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

[P) Letus pray.

O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a wicked
and perverse generation, and yet You saved faithful Noah and his family in
the ark. Keep us in safety in the ark of Christ's body, the Church, that Your
mercy may come to its fullness and Your salvation be preached to the ends
of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea........................... Exodus 14:10-15:2

A reading from Exodus, the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters.

When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and
behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the
people of Israel cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Is it because there are
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What
have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in
Egypt, ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” And Moses said
to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he
will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never
see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to
go forward. Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it,



that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. And | will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and | will get glory
over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the Egyptians
shall know that | am the LorRD, when | have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his horsemen.”

Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and
went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood
behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there
was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near
the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters
were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the LORD in the
pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the
Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove
heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights
for them against the Egyptians.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their
horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it,
the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. But the people of Israel
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left.

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power that the LORD
used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the
LORD and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying,

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”
The LORD is my strength and my son,
And he has become my salvation;



this is my God, and | will praise him.
My father’s God, and | will exalt him.

(P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[P) Letus pray.

O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh
and led them by a pillar of cloud and fire through the sea to safety. Grant
that we may so follow Christ that through the waters of Baptism we may
daily die and rise with Him and walk in safety through the wilderness of this
life until we see Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Salvation Offered Freely to All ..., Isaiah 55: 1-11
A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter.

“Come, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
hear, that your soul may live;
and | will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
Behold, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,



and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.”

P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

[P) Letus pray.

Almighty God, by Your Word You created and sustain all things, and by Your
Spirit You renew Your creation. Grant now the water of life to all who thirst
for You that they may bring forth abundant fruit in Your glorious kingdom;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

A New Heart and a New Spirit.......oovnnnenscnnennnnns Ezekiel 36:24-28

A reading from Ezekiel the thirty-sixth chapter.

| will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and

bring you into your own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. And |
will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my
just decrees. You shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers, and you shall
be my people, and | will be your God.

P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[P) Letus pray.



Almighty and everlasting God, by the death and resurrection of Your Son
You cleansed our hearts and put a new Spirit within us. Grant that all who
are brought to newness of life in the fellowship of the body of Christ may
show forth in their lives what they confess with their lips; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P) Letuspray

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You
preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-
hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through
the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism.
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You
sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away
of sin.

We pray that You would behold us all according to Your boundless mercy and bless
us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in us,
which has been inherited from Adam and which we ourselves have committed
since, would be drowned and die. Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the
holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of
unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful
hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, we would be declared worthy of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P) Do you reject the devil with all of his works and all of his ways?
Yes, | reject them.

(P) Do you believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

Yes, | do.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
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HOMULY ... “Water and Life’s Renewal”
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[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they
were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the
entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled
back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on
the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to
them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.

[P) Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Easter Acclamation

(P} Alleluia! Christis risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Salutation and Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, creator of heaven and earth, grant that as the crucified body of Your
dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may
await with Him the coming of the third day, and rise with Him to newness of
life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

R

Benediction

[P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.



Amen.
(P) Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sending Hymn............cccovnirirennnes “We Know That Christ Is Raised” #603
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Postlude........ s Rich Vanderburgh

At this time, you may come forward and receive the sign of the cross (with water)
on your forehead, then leave with quiet joy awaiting Easter Morning.

Serving us today:

= Lo [T TR RUPURRRR Jimmy Smithers
AV LU [o1 =1 PO PUTPPPPRR Rich Vanderburgh
(0= 0] (o ] (SR Jerrode Marsh
Altar Committee.....ccccevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeerevnnnnnn. Darlene Laubenstein (Chair), Bambi Burden,

Julie Crespo, Diana Holland, Georgia Luker
Flower Committee ........ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, Penny Humphrey (Chair), Lori Sloan



This Week’s Schedule
Sunday 6:30 a.m. Greet the Rising “Sun/Son” Prayer Service (Out front)
7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Communion Service
10:30a.m. Easter Celebration Communion Service
(Service will be livestreamed)

Contact Information

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093

Our Mission
- Grow in Christ - Live in Love - Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am—-5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com Facebook: blcwarrensburg

Office Manager: Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith Teresa Hillsman
Monday—Friday: 8am-5pm Tuesday: 9am-11am
660-747-6742 Thursday: 9am-11am
officemanager@blchurch.com financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web, viewing

of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any
guestions.
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