


 
November 22, 2023 

 

AS WE GATHER 
In Luke 17, we hear the story of Jesus healing ten lepers. Only one returned to give 
thanks, and he was a despised Samaritan. Jesus did not take back His healing of the 
nine, despite their seeming lack of gratitude. He simply exclaimed, “Where are the 
nine?” None of us can claim to have never been with the nine. Our national day of 
Thanksgiving reminds us all that we take so much for granted and that our lives are 
not always lived in thankfulness and gratitude to God. Yet that does not stop Jesus 
from loving us, forgiving our sins by His cross, dying and rising for us, and giving us 
the power of His Spirit to, however imperfectly, express thanks to God. 
 

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not 
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy 
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals). 

 
 
 

Liturgical Color: 
White is the color of purity and is associated with festivals of Christ and his Church 

 
 

Prelude ......................................................................................... Rich Vanderburgh 

Pastoral Welcome 

Please rise. 
 

Gathering Hymn ............................................... “We Praise You, O God”, #785 

 

 

⁺Thanksgiving Eve⁺ 



 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License No. 110003555 
 

Compline 
Opening Verses .............................................................................................. page 253 

  

 

  

 

 
 

Confession ........................................................................................................ page 254 

P   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 



   I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

C  The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. Amen. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 
of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

Psalmody 
Psalm 67 ..................................................... (front of hymnal, spoken in unison) 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
 and make his face to shine upon us, 
that your way may be known on earth, 
 your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity 
 and guide the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you! 
The earth has yielded its increase; 
 God, our God, shall bless us. 
God shall bless us; 
 let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 



Office Hymn ............................................... “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” #893 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: Lutheran Service Builder License No. 110003555 

 

Please be seated. 

Readings 
Old Testament Reading .............................................. Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to 
do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that 
the LORD swore to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the whole way 
that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he 
might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger 
and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that 
he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothing did not wear out 
on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, 
as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. So you shall keep 



the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing 
him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of 
water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat 
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 
honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack 
nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig 
copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land he has given you.” 

 

Epistle Reading .......................................................................... 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is 
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

Stand 

Holy Gospel ..................................................................................... Luke 17:11-19 

 On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and 
Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 
distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at 
Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, 
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your 
way; your faith has made you well.” 

Sermon ............................................................................... “Feasting on Gratitude” 

Offering 

Please rise. 

 

Prayer 
Prayer .................................................................................................... pages 256-257 

 



 

  

 

  

 
 

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 257 

Nunc Dimittis ............................................................................................... page 258 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction ................................................................................................... page 259 

 

 

 
 

Sending Hymn ..................................... “For the Fruits of His Creation”, #894 

 

 



 

 
 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

Postlude ....................................................................................... Rich Vanderburgh 
Compline from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

Serving Us Today: 
Elder .......................................................................................................... Ricky Bertels 
Musician ............................................................................................ Rich Vanderburgh 
Altar Committee ..................................Teresa Hillsman-Chair Lisa Gulick, Beryl Lindley 
 Susie Mills, Cindy Schnell, Samantha Schnell 
Flower Committee ............................................ Penny Humphrey (Chair), Cindy Smith 
 
 

This Week’s Schedule: 
Thursday  Thanksgiving Holiday-Office Closed 
Friday  Thanksgiving Holiday-Office Closed 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 9:15 a.m. Christian Education 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 

  



 
 

Advent Services-Light in the Darkness 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

 

December 6-Darkness & Light 

December 13-Living & Dying in Darkness 

December 20-Christ the Light Come in the Dark 

 
 

  



Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: jkurz@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 
 

Office Manager 
Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 
660-747-6742 

csmith@blchurch.com 
 

 
 

Congregation Life Facilitator 

Rebecca Holland-VanWey 
Wednesday: 1pm-5pm 

Thursday: 1pm-5pm 
rholland@blchurch.com 

 

 
 

Bookkeeper 
Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 9am-11am 
Thursday: 9am-11am 

thillsman@blchurch.com 

 
 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web, viewing 
of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any 
questions. 

 

mailto:rholland@blchurch.com

