
  
 

 

 

 



 
October 28-29, 2023 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Reformation is a day to remember and celebrate that the Church founded by Jesus 
Christ is a living entity. Through the centuries, God has shaped the Church and then 
reshaped it, again and again, so that every generation may experience the Gospel in 
language it can understand. Throughout these changes, God has preserved His 
Word and Sacraments. Like the Church, we as individuals are in the process of being 
shaped by God. We are the clay. God is the potter. And just as He created us and all 
things, so one day in Christ will we and all things be re-created, and all that is now 
misshapen or broken will be restored.   

REGARDING COMMUNION  
When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of blessing we receive is a sharing in 
the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. We who 
are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 10:16-17). As a people baptized 
into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to us in this holy 
meal to renew us individually and together in our life of faith and following him. 
Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion, 
if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and 
have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder 
prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to 
cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during 
the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular 
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray.  If you would 
like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the 
pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation. 
 

If you are in need of a gluten-free wafer for Communion,  
please let Pastor or an Elder know. 

 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Red is the color of lifeblood and is associated with the Holy Spirit.  

 
 
 



Visitors: We are glad you have chosen to be with us today! We would especially like to 
follow-up with you beyond today, so please take a moment to leave your best contact 
information in the guest books at each entrance/exit. A cry-room for parents and children 
is just off from the front entryway, and there’s a wonderful nursery downstairs at the 
end of the fellowship hall for you to make use of at any time. Do you have any questions 
about anything here? Don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers or elders or talk to the pastor.  

Prelude ....................................................... Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh 

(Prayer request cards will be collected by an usher passing through the aisle.) 

Please rise.  

Divine Service, Setting Five 

  Confession and Absolution  
 

The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 213 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.   

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.   
 



Service of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn ....................................... “All Glory Be to God on High” #947

 

 
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Kyrie 

 
 

 



Salutation  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
 

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. 
Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of 
temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

First Reading ........................................................................... Revelation 14:6-7  

 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 
people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the 
hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and the springs of water.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 46 ...................................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

 

God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam, 
 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
 God will help her when morning dawns. 
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 



He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
 he burns the chariots with fire. 
“Be still, and know that I am God. 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Epistle Reading ......................................................................... Romans 3:19-28 

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It 
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith 
apart from works of the law. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Choir Anthem ....................................................... “Walk This Lonesome Valley”  

Please rise. 

Holy Gospel ............................................................................. Matthew 11:12-19  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to 
come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 

“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
 we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her 
deeds.” 
 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Creed Hymn ..................................... “We All Believe in One True God”, #953

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

Please be seated.  

Sermon ........................................................................................ “A Place of Refuge” 

Hymn of the Day ................................. “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”, #656





 
 
 

Tune and text: Public domain. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License No. 110003555  

Please rise. 

Announcement of Prayers 

Prayer of the Church ..................................................................... pages 215-216  

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Please be seated. 

Offeretory/Offering 

Please rise.  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Liturgy ............................................................................... pages 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 

 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving .......................................................................... page 209 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 
the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the 
tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree 
for all who trust in Him. 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through 
Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of 
the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 



testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei ........................................................................................................ page 210 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing).  

Communion Distribution 

Instrumental 
 

(Sunday Only)  

 

Communion Hymn ........... “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”, #622 

 



 

 

 

 
 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 
    Yet faith this truth embraces: 
Your body, Lord, is even now 
    At once in many places. 
I leave to You how this can be; 
Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    And let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
Refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 
    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
And, truly grieving for our sins, 
    May prove by our behavior 
That we are thankful for Your grace 
And day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 
8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    The world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
A blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

 



Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
 

Communion Hymn ................ “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”, #623 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain, Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
 

Please rise. 

Post Communion Hymn ............................. “O Lord, We Praise Thee”, #617 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Tune: Public domain Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
 

Post Communion Collect ........................................................................ page 218 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Sending Hymn ...................................... “The Church’s One Foundation” #644

 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License No. 10003555 
 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  
\ 

Postlude ..................................................... Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh 
 



Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Five from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

Next week’s readings: 
O.T. Micah 3:5-12; Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 

 

Attendance Last Saturday:  31                                       Attendance Last Sunday: 40 

Total Offering: $24,355.68 Missions: $0.00 

Home Use: $2,649.09 Benevolences: $21,709.59 

Serving us today:  
Elders ....................................... Jack Easterwood (Sat), Willie Crespo, Alan Miller (Sun) 
Musicians ................................................................ Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh 
Altar Committee ..................................Teresa Hillsman-Chair Lisa Gulick, Beryl Lindley 
 Susie Mills, Cindy Schnell, Samantha Schnell 
Flower Committee ............................................ Penny Humphrey (Chair), Cindy Smith 
 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. Fall Fellowship in the Conference Room 
Sunday 11:45 a.m. Fall Fellowship in the Basement 
Monday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
 2:00 p.m. Moms and Tots at the Park 
Tuesday  Cindy’s vacation day 
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
 5:30 p.m. Faith Night Potluck and Discussion 
 6:30 p.m. Choir Fellowship/Practice 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Pastor at WCS for Chapel 
 3:30 p.m. Adult Catechesis 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
 10:00 p.m. Creation School 
 6:00 p.m. Friday Fun Night/Potluck 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 9:15 a.m. Christian Education  
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

 

Absence/Presence 

While Pr. Joel is on vacation, Pr. Ricky Bertels will be leading worship and preaching 
for the weekend services. If a need arises, please contact your elder or the head 
elder, Willie Crespo. (Pr. Joel and Carol will be enjoying a family gathering in the 
Carolinas.) 



Prayers  

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, are undergoing and recovering from 
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Charlie Becker, 
Mel Bockelman, Paula Brewer, Mark Brown, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Bob & Barbara 
Compton, Marion Droege, Wilma Gertz, Peggy Forstad, Winnie & George Goldsmith 
(Steve’s parents), Karen Haase, Don Hillsman, Juanita Holcomb (Peggy Forstad’s 
mother), Mary Johnson, Wanda Kreisel, Lloyd McCarter, Jeannie Peterson, 
Maryanna Savery, Rose Steitz, and & Joe Zeman. 

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families. 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request, 
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain, feel free 
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the 
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty and can never be 
thankful enough for the gift of each other!  

Special Days for Members This Week 

Birthdays—Willie Crespo-28th, Randy Alewel-31st, Amy M. Martin-31st, Gavin 
Hillsman-1st, Anita Murrell-1st, Amie Etters-2nd, Rachel Nichol-2nd, Stephanie 
Schumaker-2nd. Anniversary—Ron and Glenda Mabrey-1st. 

Worship Services 

Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Services are live on Facebook, YouTube and the webpage at blchurch.com.  

Sunday School and Christian Education  

Sunday Proverbs Bible Study—Oh, to love wisdom and live wisely! How many times 
have you said and thought that? Join us for our Sunday Bible study—Living (& 
Loving) Wisdom—which explores the book of Proverbs through the lens of the Ten 
Commandments and Christ “the Wisdom of God” (I Cor. 1:24). There’s room for all 
of us to grow in wisdom through this study until the end of November. Pr. Joel is 
drawing from David Coe’s Provoking Proverbs—a recent CPH book. We start at 9:20 
a.m. (in the conference room) … following a combined devotional opening with the 
children and youth downstairs from 9:15 to 9:20.  

Sunday School is at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings downstairs for ages Preschool 
through 12th grade. We start out with a combined opening with the adults to kick 
off each Sunday. The children continue working on songs with the goal of singing in 



the church service once per month. We invite all children to come and be a part of 
this time growing together in Christ! 

Let’s join the LCMS Memory Verse Challenge!  The Sunday School children will be 
challenged to learn these verses every week, and you can too!  To help make this 
easy to do and remember, each Sunday I will post the weekly verse on the BLC 
Facebook page, provide a coloring page with the verse printed on it to take home 
(find this at the mailboxes), and post the verse in the Band app.  Download this free 
app and join the group BLC Sunday School.  I created a Group Challenge (Rehearse 
the weekly memory verse), for which you can check-in daily.  I’ll make a new 
challenge for each month.  You can also visit lcms.org/worship/memory-verse-
challenge to find the weekly verse.   

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on November 8. We’ve started exploring the 
last book of the Old Testament—the book of the Hebrew prophet Malachi. Join us 
in the conference room from 10:30 ‘til noon to see how this is the perfect lead-in to 
the New Testament fulfillment in Christ Jesus.  

Faith Night happens on the first Wednesday of every month with a simple shared 
potluck meal from 5:30 to 6:00 (or so), followed by a faith discussion until 6:45. 
Through the end of the year, we’re focusing on Keeping Every Moment HOLY by 
reflecting on liturgies and prayers from this great new resource in book or app form 
(www.everymomentholy.com). Since November 1 is All Saints’ Day, Rebecca will 
be leading and sharing attentive ways to pray through grief and give thanks for the 
lives of those no longer with us. Plan on coming for this beneficial time together! 

Thursday Bible Study will resume on November 9 at 7:00 p.m. with Pastor Bertels’ 
continued study on the book of Ezekial. 

Music 

Bethlehem musicians Gary Moege (Horn), Lorraine Miller (Flute), and Jerrode 
Marsh (Piano), will be presenting a benefit concert on St. Martin’s Day, featuring 
some of the great German composers, including J. S. Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, 
Robert Schumann, and Johannes Brahms. The donations raised from this German 
program will go directly to support the Ukrainian refugee assistance work being 
done in Germany, particularly in the eastern region of Germany, near the town of 
Cottbus. Donations can be given to Bethlehem Lutheran, with designation in the 
memo line Ukrainian Refugee Assistance. 
 

The concert will begin at 3 pm in the sanctuary and will last about 70 minutes.  We 
will give some brief information about St. Martin and the Ukrainian aid so 
desperately needed in Germany. A reception will follow the concert. We invite you 

http://www.everymomentholy.com/


to join us as we share our God-given gifts to help inspire hearts to give to this 
ongoing need for Ukrainian refugees. For questions, please speak with me, Gary, 
Lorraine, or Pastor Joel. We look forward to sharing great music for an even greater 
cause!   

Choir will meet on Wednesday at 6:30 for fellowship time and rehearse from 7:00-
8:00p.m. We are always looking for new members. Please contact Peggy Forstad 
with any questions about joining the choir. 

College Students 

The Lutheran Student Center has an evening meal and Bible study on Thursdays at 
5:00 p.m. at 215 S. Holden. You’re welcome to attend and be a part of this time for 
growth and fellowship together! Also, there’s an evening worship service there on 
the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. Check out our Facebook page for more 
information about how to plug in with this group!  

Opportunities to Serve  

Our next Family Fun Night is on November 3. Don’t forget your military pictures so 
we can honor our Veterans. We will also be doing some painting. Rebecca will lead 
us with a fall-themed project. Don’t worry if you are not artistic—she makes it real 
easy.  Potluck sign-up sheet is on the board by the mailboxes. 

It's Operation Christmas Child time! LauraBeth VanWey and Adeline Murrell, 
together with their American Heritage Girls troop, are collecting items to pack in 
boxes, completed boxes, and monetary donations toward shipping ($10/box) for 
Operation Christmas Child, a Samaritan's Purse mission to bring joy and the gospel 
to children around the world. Brochures about the project can be found at the 
front and back entrances, along with crates for collecting items. Items especially 
needed: Wal-Mart has 10-packs of shoe-box sized Sterlite containers perfect for 
packing boxes for $10.98; and inflatable soccer balls with pumps can be ordered 
from Amazon. You can visit samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-
child for more information and guidelines, as well as printable labels you can 
purchase for the $10 shipping fee, which will allow you to track your box to its 
destination. We will collect donations for this project until November 5. Contact 
Rebecca at 660-441-1271 with any questions and to donate shipping funds (Cindy 
can also take $$ donations). Thank you!   

Bulletin Board—A section of the bulletin board at the North entrance has been 
dedicated to our congregation members who are home-bound and in nursing 
homes.  Please check it out to see how you can reach out to those who can no longer 
come to services regularly.  Send a card or leave one in the pocket on the board to 



be delivered during a visit.  If you have a picture of a loved one you can share, please 
send it to Rebecca to have it posted!  

Fellowship 

Exercise Class happens at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the 
Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or women.  

The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Room 
downstairs. Everyone is welcome to come to this fellowship time.  

The Quilting Group meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from 
9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (September through May). Anyone is welcome to help with 
this project. No special sewing skills are needed. Bring your own lunch or go out and 
grab something. If you have any questions, please contact Georgia Luker. 

This and That 

Saint Paul Servants of Saints Christmas/Bake Sale will be held on November 3 from 
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and November 4 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. They will be 
located at 210 Main Street, Concordia, Missouri. 

The Johnson County Resource Center happens every Tuesday and Thursday from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the basement of First Presbyterian Church (206 N. College)—
providing breakfast, a hot lunch, and a place to hang out. Housing assistance and 
case management are provided, as well as Medicaid signup. Katy Trail’s Mobile 
Medical Unit provides health care on every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. 
Everything is free, so that is the place to be for those struggling with the basics! 

Ongoing thanks to those who generously give to the Bethlehem Emergency Fund, 
which enables Pr. Joel to assist members and certain people in the community who 
are in crisis situations. Much appreciation for your good support in shining the light 
of Christ! If you’d ever like to hear some of the stories of how these funds have been 
used, just ask Pr. Joel.  

2023 Elders  

Willie Crespo (last name begins A-F) 660-679-8121, crespo6fam@gmail.com 

Ricky Bertels (last name begins G-K), 660-262-8080, rick1janice2@gmail.com 

Jack Easterwood (last name begins L-O) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com 
Alan Miller (last name begins P-Z) 660-909-1764, alorrmiller@aol.com 
 

  

mailto:rick1janice2@gmail.com
mailto:easter.egg2380@gmail.com
mailto:alorrmiller@aol.com


Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: jkurz@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 
 

Office Manager 
Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 
660-747-6742 

csmith@blchurch.com 
 

 
 

Congregation Life Facilitator 

Rebecca Holland-VanWey 
Wednesday: 1pm-5pm 

Thursday: 1pm-5pm 
rholland@blchurch.com  

 

 
 

Bookkeeper 
Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 9am-11am 
Thursday: 9am-11am 

thillsman@blchurch.com 
 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web, viewing 
of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any 
questions. 

mailto:rholland@blchurch.com

