


+ The 7th Sunday After Pentecost + T
July 23-24, 2022

AS WE GATHER

The Lord not only teaches us what to pray for but also how to pray. With the words
of the Lord’s Prayer, we are directed in confidence to the Lord. When doubts arise,
we are reminded of how earthly fathers give good gifts to their children and are
encouraged to believe that God will do so even more for us, because of our Savior
Jesus Christ. It can be tempting to think of ourselves as the center of our prayers
instead of the God who graciously invites us to pray and promises to hear and
answer us. Today we are encouraged to learn from Jesus and to pray in His name to
the Father, trusting that He will give us all good things and all things needful because
of our Savior Jesus Christ.

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy
Communion is celebrated every 1%, 3, and 5" weekend (and major festivals).

Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Prelude
Gathering Hymn..................... “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” #649 (v. 1-3)
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Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts 1in Chris - tan  love;
Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne We pour our ar - dent prayers;
We share our mu - tual WOES, Our mu - tual bur - dens Dbear,
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The fel-low-ship of kin-dred minds Is like to that a - bove.
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our com-forts and our cares.
And of -ten for each oth - er flows The sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

BN\ o BN

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License No. 110003555

Stand



Service of Prayer and Preaching

Opening Versicles (COMMON).......oorcnrssrosrississsssrsssississssssssassens page 260

This is the day which the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.

RERERE

P) Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
[P) Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.
P} From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Old Testament Canticle............ccoornnrsececseeecccenns pages 261-262
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Readings
Old Testament Reading............covvrnrncsnensrsenennnenn, Genesis 18:17-33

The LORD said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do, seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him? For | have chosen him, that he may command his
children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing
righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has
promised him.” Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, | will go down to see whether they
have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, |
will know.”

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the LORD. Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the
city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous
who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!
Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If | find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will spare the whole place for their sake.”

Abraham answered and said, “Behold, | have undertaken to speak to the
Lord, | who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking.
Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if
| find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let
not the Lord be angry, and | will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “l will not do it, if | find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, | have
undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered,



“For the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and | will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way,
when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

[P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138...........rcrecrecinn, (front of hymnal, spoken in unison)

| give you thanks, O LorD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | sing your praise;
| bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things
your name and your word.
On the day | called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.
All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LoRD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,
and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.
Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life;
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.
The LorDp will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Glory be to the Father and to the son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Reading ... sesesssneenns Colossians 2:6-19

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.



See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and
you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also
you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the
body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful
working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing
over them in him.

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the
things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you,
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions,
puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head,
from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

[P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL ...t Luke 11:1-13

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he
said to them, “When you pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has
arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me



in bed. | cannot get up and give you anything’? | tell you, though he will not get up
and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he
will rise and give him whatever he needs. And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who
asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give
him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

[P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ReSpONSOry (COmMmON) ... ssessssssessssens page 263

[P) Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.

[P) Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
[P) Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, | love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
CatechiSm (All) ... page 264

Ten Commandments

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

LOTA’S Prayer ...t sssens page 264
Sit
SEIMOMN.......o e “Prayer: Talking to God”
Hymn........ovnnsnenesseenns “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #770
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2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ’'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev -er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak-ness— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.
Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission. LSB Hymn License No. 110003555
Offering

Worshipers may place their offerings into the plate located at the entrance.

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

Prayers
Stand
PTAYETS ... page 265

(P) Let us pray to the Lord,
Lord, have mercy

[P) Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the DAy ... (spoken in unison)

O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants, and by
Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions may be pleasing
before You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Word ... page 265

[P) Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them
to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus



Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Evening Prayer (Saturday) ... page 266

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and | pray that You would forgive me all my sins
where | have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands
| commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Morning Prayer (Sunday) ... page 266

| thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. For into Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

New Testament Canticle ... page 266
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BIESSING ... page 267
[P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
Amen.
Sending Hymn............cccoecevnnnee. “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” #691
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3 Root - ed deep in Christ our Mas-ter, Christ our pat - tern
4 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s tend-ing, May we grow  till
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Rich in love  and joy and peace.
Pa - tience, kind - ness, gen - tle - ness.
Good - ness, faith, and self - con - trol.
Heav - en’s love  and joy and peace.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ... ————— (Bethlehem’s Mission)

P] Grow in Christ,
Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude

Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.

Next Week’s Readings
OT: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-26; Epistle: Colossians 3:1-11; Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

Attendance Last Saturday: 29 Attendance Last Sunday: 46
Total Offering: $4,637.69 Missions: $0.00
Home Use: $4,637.69 Benevolences: $0.00

Serving us today:

Elders..ccieeeieeeieieee e, Jack Easterwood (Sat), Caleb Thomas (Sun)

MUSICIANS ..o Rich Vanderburgh (Sat), Cody Clemons (Sun)

Altar Committee........cccceeeunnnn. Cindy Schnell (Chair), Judy Schache, Samantha Schnell
Lauren Schumaker, Stephanie Schumaker

Flower Committee ......cccoeeevvvveiviiieeeriiiieeeeeenn, Lana Vanderburgh (Chair), Karen Haase

This Week’s Schedule

Sunday 11:45a.m. Reception for Esther Keseman

Monday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class

10:00 a.m. Moms and Tots
6:30 p.m. 4-H Meeting

Wednesday 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
10:30a.m. Bible Study

Thursday 1:00 p.m. Games and Card Group

Friday 9:30a.m. Exercise Class

Saturday 9:00 a.m. Volleyball Court Action Team Workday



5:30 p.m. Holy Communion
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
9:15a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion

Prayers

For Seminarian Jonathan Sharp as he finishes his vicarage at Bethlehem (in Florida)!
We look forward to having him, his wife (Deaconess Bridgette), and son David here
next month on their way back to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
iliness, are homebound or in nursing homes, are undergoing and recovering from
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Amanda Atkins
(friend of the McComases), Mel Bockelman, Paula Brewer, Felisa Brown, Ben Burd
(friend & coworker of Jeremey VanWey), Ray & Mary Carstensen, Barbara Compton,
Donna Cuellar (Betty Weinberg’s daughter), Marion Droege, Wilma Gertz, Karen
Haase, Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Marty Lehn, Lynn Lowe, Georgia
Luker’s brother, Deb Matson (Ellen Pederson’s mother), Johnny Nichol, Judy Pierce,
Maryanna Savery, Denny Spanton, Rose Steitz, and Joe Zeman.

For Pregnant Mothers (& Waiting Fathers), especially Colleen & Jeremiah Murrell
... and may the Lord grant glad provision to all parents in the daily welcome of their
children!

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter and
Chance Hillsman.

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be
thankful enough for the gift of each other!

Worship Services

Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Sunday’s
Services are live on Facebook and YouTube and the webpage at blchurch.com.




Sunday School and Christian Education

Sunday School for PreK-12t grade begins at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This
is a great opportunity for children and youth to grow in knowledge of Scripture and
in love toward the Lord and our neighbors, as Jesus said matters most!

Faith Discussion and Bible Study

Sunday Bible Study is currently exploring the last section (“Bodily Life in God’s
Heavenly Creation”) of the book Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New
Creation. Join us in the conference room from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study has begun looking at the book of the prophet Zephaniah.
Join us in the conference room from 10:30 to noon for this time of study, growth,
and exploration together.

Wednesday Outdoor Service—We’ve been having a simple devotional service—
Green Pastures—outside under the cottonwood tree behind the van shelter for the
first Wednesday of these summer months from 7:00-7:30 p.m. We’'ve been
exploring the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer, so join us for the last one (August
3"d) as we reflect on As It Is In Heaven.

Opportunities to Help & Serve

The Warrensburg Food Center is in need of the following items: canned vegetables
(no corn or green beans), beans, diced tomatoes, Hamburger Helper, coffee (regular
instant, not pods), dry cereal (regular boxes), tuna and chicken pouches, Vienna
sausages, Spam, Pop-Tarts, juice pouches, Gatorade type drinks with electrolytes,
stick deodorant, chapstick, small body lotions, bath soap bars, laundry soap, bleach,
dish soap, toilet paper and grocery bags. (No mac and cheese or dry beans). Please
throw in a few items when you are doing your grocery shopping to help the Food
Center. You can place them in the basket by the bulletin board at the north entrance
of the building for delivery to the Food Center.

Sand Volleyball Court Restoration—Bill Hillsman, whose earthly life ended in late
March, installed the volleyball court here more than a couple of decades ago for his
Eagle Scout project. Memorial funds are being used to restore this court in time for
the First Annual Bill Hillsman Volleyball Game/Tournament, which will be held at
our congregational picnic next month. The sand has been delivered, and your help
is needed! Finishing work will happen on Saturday, July 30" from 9:00 to noon.
That will be a Thrivent Action Team Day, so shirts and pizza will be provided. Thanks
in advance for helping to make this a reality!

Garden Work—There’s not only plenty to do in our community vegetable garden
and greenspace, but also much joy to be found in the gifts of Creation and the



sharing of its abundance with others. Talk to Shawn Lindley or Pr. Joel if you're
looking for a regular way to plug in and help in the process. Thanks!

Fellowship

You are invited to a reception in honor of Esther Keseman and the late
Charles Keseman after tomorrow’s/today’s service. Sponsors for this reception are
The Mary Martha Guild and the Thrivent Group. The congregation will have the
opportunity to thank Esther for all the years of service she and Charles have given
the people of Bethlehem and the members of the Warrensburg community. They
have certainly demonstrated their love of Christ and his people through their
actions. Please join us for this special occasion—downstairs in the fellowship hall.

Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith.

The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth room
downstairs. Anyone, men and women, are welcome to come. If you have any
questions, please contact Melvin Theroff.

This & That

Rummage Sale—Drop off of items will begin on Monday, August 1st. Items can be
placed in the Sunday School room downstairs. Do not bring big items until the week
of the sale. The sale will be held on Friday, August 12 from 10am-7pm and
Saturday, August 13 from 8am-1pm. Further details about the sale and a work
schedule will be coming in the near future. Please call Peggy Hoyer or Barb Chasar
with any questions.

The 29th Annual German Singing Festival (Sangerfest) will be held on Saturday, July
30, at 2:00 pm in the American Legion building in Cole Camp. This year’s event will
be a little different. We will be using it as a fundraiser for the Ukrainians, and will
have as our special guests, a Ukrainian youth choir from Sedalia in addition to the
St. Louis Liederkranz, Kansas City Liederkranz, and our own Cole Camp German
Singers. Come help us raise money for this worthy cause and enjoy some great
music. Sandwiches and desserts are included.

2022 Elders

Willie Crespo (last name begins A-D) 660-679-8121, crespo6fam@gmail.com

Ricky Bertels (last name begins E-H), 660-262-8080, rickljanice2@gmail.com

Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Alan Miller (last name begins Mc-R) 660-909-1764, alorrmiller@aol.com

Caleb Thomas (last name begins S-Z) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com



mailto:rick1janice2@gmail.com
mailto:easter.egg2380@gmail.com

Information

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093

Our Mission
- Grow in Christ - Live in Love - Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am—-5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com Facebook: blcwarrensburg

Office Manager: Congregational Life Facilitator: Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith Rebecca Stewart Teresa Hillsman
Monday—Friday: 8am-5pm Tuesday: 8am-5pm Tuesday: 9am-11am
660-747-6742 Thursday: 8am-5pm Thursday: 9am-11am
officemanager@blchurch.com clf@blchurch.com financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web, viewing
of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any
guestions.
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