
 



 
 

July 9-10, 2022 
 

AS WE GATHER 
As our gracious God gathers us together in His house today, we are blessed with 
another opportunity to be filled with His love. This love is the love that enables us 
to love. It all begins with God, who so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son. This love is found in Jesus, who in great love offered His life upon the cross for 
us. This love is poured out upon us when we, by the power of the Holy Spirit, believe 
in Christ as our Lord and Savior. It knows no limits because this love is directed to us 
in Christ and then through us back to God in lives of worship. But our worship 
doesn’t stop when the service is over; no, our love for God continues when it is 
directed through us toward our neighbors in lives of humble service. The limitless 
love of God is ours to receive yet again today as we gather to give thanks to the 
Father above who has “transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13–14). 

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not 
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy 
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals). 

 
 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

Prelude ................................................................................................. Jerrode Marsh 

 

Gathering Hymn ................................................................ “To God Be the Glory” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Text (sts. 1, ref 1-4): Public domain. Text (sts. 2–5, ref 5): © 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Concordia Publishing House.  
Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License No. 10003555 

 

Stand 

Service of Prayer and Preaching 

Opening Versicles (Common) ................................................................. page 260 

P  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P  Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of the wicked. 

P  Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C  Teach me Your paths. 

P  Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C  Your Word is truth. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle ................................................................. pages 261-262 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit  

Readings 

Old Testament Reading ...................................................... Genesis 50:15-21 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 
that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, 
‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His 
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As 
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to 
them. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 138 .................................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple 
 and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 
 for you have exalted above all things 
 your name and your word. 
On the day I called, you answered me; 
 my strength of soul you increased. 
All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, 
 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
 for great is the glory of the LORD. 
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, 
 but the haughty he knows from afar. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
 you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 
 and your right hand delivers me. 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 
 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Epistle Reading ...................................................................... Romans 12:14-21 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no 
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

 



P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn ................................................................................... “Holy, Holy, Holy” #507 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License No. 10003555 
 

Stand 

Holy Gospel ........................................................................................ Luke 6:36-42 

[Jesus said:] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. 
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they 
not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 
fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your 



brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you say 
to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye.” 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 263 

P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

 

Catechism (all)  ........................................................................................... page 264 

Ten Commandments 

 

C  You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 
his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 264 

Sit  

Children’s Message 

Sermon ...........................................................................“Revenge or Forgiveness”  

Hymn ........................................................ “The Church’s One Foundation” #644 

 

 



 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License No. 10003555 
 

Offering 

Worshipers may place their offerings into the plate located at the entrance. 

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16) 

Prayers  
Stand 

Prayers ............................................................................................................ page 265 

P Let us pray to the Lord,  

C  Lord, have mercy 
  … 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.  

C  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Amen. 

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from whatever may hurt 
us. Teach us to love You above all things and to love our neighbors as ourselves; 
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  

 

Collect for the Word ................................................................................. page 265 

P  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 



 learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them 
 to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may 
 embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Evening Prayer (Saturday) ..................................................................... page 266 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.  

Morning Prayer (Sunday) ....................................................................... page 266 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.  

New Testament Canticle ........................................................................ page 266 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Blessing ........................................................................................................... page 267 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn .............................. “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” #680 

 

 



 

 

 

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

Postlude ............................................................................................... Jerrode Marsh 
 
Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 
Old Testament: Genesis 18:1-14; Epistle: Colossians 1:21-29; Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

 

Attendance Last Saturday: 30                                        Attendance Last Sunday: 44   

Total Offering: $4,575.00 Missions: $0.00 

Home Use: $4,575.00 Benevolences: $0.00 
 
 
 
 

Serving us today: 
Elders ............................................... Willie Crespo (Saturday), Caleb Thomas (Sunday) 
Musicians ................................................................................................Jerrode Marsh 
Altar Committee ...................... Cindy Schnell (Chair), Judy Schache, Samantha Schnell 



 Lauren Schumaker, Stephanie Schumaker 
Flower Committee ......................................... Lana Vanderburgh (Chair), Karen Haase 

 

This Week’s Schedule 
Monday  Pastor’s Vacation (through the 18th) 
 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class  
 10:00 a.m. Moms and Tots 
 5:00 p.m. MMG Potluck at Bethlehem (in place of pool party) 
Tuesday  No Church Council Meeting  
Wednesday  No Bible Study 
 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
Thursday 1:00 p.m. Games and Card Group 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Group 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. Volleyball Court Workday (until noon)  
 5:30 p.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9  
 9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at 
  www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab) 
 9:15 a.m. Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 
 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

  
Absence/Presence  

Pr. Joel will be on vacation from July 8 through 18—visiting Alaska with his family. 
Pastor Bertels will be taking his place while he is gone this weekend. If you need 
anything during his absence, please contact your elder, head elder Willie Crespo or 
Pastor Bertels.  

Next Sunday, July 16-17, Dr. Tilahun Mekonen Mendedo will be preaching at the 
weekend services.  

Prayers 

For Abby Humphrey from our congregation and the thousands of LCMS youth from 
around the country who are in Houston for the National Youth Gathering—In All 
Things—from July 9-13. May it be an encouraging and inspiring time in their lives of 
faith, love, and service! 

For Seminarian Jonathan Sharp as he finishes his vicarage at Bethlehem (in Florida)! 
We look forward to having him, his wife (Deaconess Bridgette), and son David here 
next month on their way back to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.  



For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, are undergoing and recovering from 
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Amanda Atkins 
(friend of the McComases), Mel Bockelman, Paula Brewer, Felisa Brown, Ben Burd 
(friend & coworker of Jeremey VanWey), Ray & Mary Carstensen, Barbara Compton, 
Donna Cuellar (Betty Weinberg’s daughter), Marion Droege, Wilma Gertz, Karen 
Haase, Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Marty Lehn, Lynn Lowe, Georgia 
Luker’s sister and brother, Deb Matson (Ellen Pederson’s mother), Johnny Nichol, 
Judy Pierce, Maryanna Savery, Denny Spanton, Rose Steitz, and Joe Zeman. 

For Pregnant Mothers (& Waiting Fathers), especially Colleen & Jeremiah Murrell 
… and may the Lord grant glad provision to all parents in the daily welcome of their 
children! 

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Luke Lockard (the Limback’s grandson) and Chance Hillsman.  

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request, 
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and 
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate 
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the 
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be 
thankful enough for the gift of each other! 

Worship Services  

Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Sunday’s 
Services are live on Facebook and YouTube and the webpage at blchurch.com.  

Sunday School and Christian Education  

Sunday School for PreK-12th grade begins at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This 
is a great opportunity for children and youth to grow in knowledge of Scripture and 
in love toward the Lord and our neighbors, as Jesus said matters most!  

Faith Discussion and Bible Study  

Sunday Bible Study is currently exploring the last section (“Bodily Life in God’s 
Heavenly Creation”) of the book Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New Creation 
but will be on temporary break from that until the 24th. Sunday’s guest pastor will 
lead a topical study in the conference room from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m. during Pr. Joel’s 
absence.  



Wednesday Bible Study finished the book of Habakkuk and will begin looking at 
Zephaniah on the 20th. Join us in the conference room from 10:30 to noon for this 
time of study and growth.  

Opportunities to Help & Serve 

The Warrensburg Food Center is in need of the following items: canned vegetables 
(no corn or green beans), beans, diced tomatoes, Hamburger Helper, coffee (regular 
instant, not pods), dry cereal (regular boxes), tuna and chicken pouches, Vienna 
sausages, Spam, Pop-Tarts, juice pouches, Gatorade type drinks with electrolytes, 
stick deodorant, chapstick, small body lotions, bath soap bars, laundry soap, bleach, 
dish soap, toilet paper and grocery bags. (No mac and cheese or dry beans). Please 
throw in a few items when you are doing your grocery shopping to help the Food 
Center. You can place them in the basket by the bulletin board at the north entrance 
of the building for delivery to the Food Center.  

 

Sand Volleyball Court Restoration—Bill Hillsman, whose earthly life ended in late 
March, installed the volleyball court here more than a couple of decades ago for his 
Eagle Scout project. Memorial funds are being used to restore this court in time for 
the First Annual Bill Hillsman Volleyball Game/Tournament, which will be held at 
our congregational picnic. Let Shawn Lindley or Pr. Joel know if you’d like to help in 
any way with the work required to make it happen … and your help is needed! 
Workdays will happen on three Saturdays in a row, with the bulk of the prep work 
happening on Saturdays July 16th & 23rd from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Finishing work will 
happen on Saturday, July 30th from 9:00 to noon as well, and that will be a Thrivent 
Action Team Day (so shirts and pizza will be provided). Thanks in advance for helping 
to make this a reality! 

Garden Work—There’s not only plenty to do in our community vegetable garden 
and greenspace, but also much joy to be found in the gifts of Creation and the 
sharing of its abundance with others. Talk to Shawn Lindley or Pr. Joel if you’re 
looking for a regular way to plug in and help in the process. Thanks! 

Fellowship  

UPDATE: The July 11 Swim Party has been moved to the church fellowship hall. 
Please plan on bringing a side dish or dessert.  All other supplies will be furnished. 
Come and enjoy each other’s company and wish Rebecca a farewell. 

You are invited to a reception in honor of Esther Keseman and the late 
Charles Keseman after service on Sunday, July 24th.  Sponsors for this reception 
are The Mary Martha Guild and the Thrivent Group The congregation will have the 
opportunity to thank Esther for all the years of service she and Charles have given 



the people of Bethlehem and the members of the Warrensburg community. They 
have certainly demonstrated their love of Christ and his people through their 
actions. Please join us for this special occasion! 

Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in 
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or 
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith. 

The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth room 
downstairs. Anyone, men and women, are welcome to come. If you have any 
questions, please contact Melvin Theroff. 

This & That 

The Warrensburg Senior Center needs Volunteer Drivers to deliver meals to the 
Homebound.  Deliver one day a week or five. Delivery will be safe and contactless 
to older adults. Pair up with a friend or you can volunteer on your own. Call Care 
Connection for Aging Services at 660-747-2624 if you are interested and can help 
out with this. Thanks! 

 2022 Elders 

Willie Crespo (last name begins A-D) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com 

Ricky Bertels (last name begins E-H), 660-262-8080, rick1janice2@gmail.com 

Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com 

Alan Miller (last name begins Mc-R) 660-909-1764, alorrmiller@aol.com 

Caleb Thomas (last name begins S-Z) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com 
   

  

mailto:rick1janice2@gmail.com
mailto:easter.egg2380@gmail.com
mailto:calebthomas50@gmail.com


Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 

Cindy Smith 
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 

660-747-6742 
officemanager@blchurch.com 

 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 

Rebecca Stewart 
Tuesday: 8am-5pm 
Thursday: 8am-5pm 
clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 

Teresa Hillsman 
Tuesday: 9am-11am 
Thursday: 9am-11am 

financial@blchurch.com 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web, 
viewing of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you 
have any questions. 

mailto:clf@blchurch.com
mailto:financial@blchurch.com

