)
&
R
&
&%
&=
@
B
=
@
=)
D
&
@

27

LUKE 6

} d, Ay
4 4 | s‘:w_ \
L jid

‘




Seventh Saturday/Sunday After the Epiphany
February 19 & 20, 2022

AS WE GATHER

The season of Epiphany is one of the “accordion” seasons of the Church Year. The later
Easter falls in March or April, the more Sundays after the Epiphany there are. This
year’s “Epiphany accordion” is stretched long enough to include eight Sundays. In an
extended Epiphany season, the light of Christ burns brightest, as Jesus is revealed in
action and in teaching through the Gospel writers. There is power when and where
Jesus is among His people, as the hymn “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” teaches
(LSB 620). May we welcome His presence among us!

REGARDING COMMUNION

Epiphany means “the manifesting” or “showing forth.” Jesus was made known as God
in flesh by the descent of the Holy Spirit and voice of the Father when baptized, as
well as through the miracles of healing he did for the ill and suffering. We come to our
Lord’s Table as a people baptized into the name of the Holy Triune God ... as Christians
who desire to continue in the faith and life of Jesus. Our Lord Jesus makes himself
known to us still as we gather at the altar to receive his body and blood in the bread
and wine for our forgiveness and healing and strength. Then we go forth to make him
known to others in word and witness. Since Christian denominations have differing
understandings of Holy Communion, if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod congregation and have not communed here before, we ask that you
speak with the pastor or elder prior to communing with us the first time. Those not
communing are invited to cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor
for a blessing during the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from
partaking of regular wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the
tray. If you would like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis,
please ask the pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation.

Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



Visitors: We are glad you have chosen to be with us today! We would especially like to
follow-up with you beyond today, so please take a moment to leave your best contact
information in the guest books at each entrance/exit or in the Record of Fellowship books
found on each pew. A cry-room for parents and children is just off from the front
entryway, and there’s a wonderful nursery downstairs at the end of the fellowship hall
for you to make use of at any time. Do you have any questions about anything here?
Don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers or elders, or talk to the pastor.

Prelude ... e

Gary Moege (Sat), Cody Clemons(Sun)

Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn ...

“We Praise You, O God” #785
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1 We praise You, O God, our Re - deem - er, Cre - a - tor;
2 We wor - ship You, God of our fa - thers, we bless You;
3 With voic - es u - nit - ed our prais - es we of - fer
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In grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
Through tr1i - al and tem - pest our guide You have been.
And glad - ly our songs of thanks - giv - ing we raise.
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We lay it be - fore You, we kneel and a - dore You;
When per - ils o’er - take wus, You will not for - sake us,
With You, Lord, be - side wus, Your strong arm will guide us.
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We bless Your ho - ly name, glad prais - es we sing.
And with  Your help, O Lord, our strug-gles we win.
To You, our great Re - deem -er, for - ev - er be praise!

Text and tune: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting Four
Confession and Absolution

Invocation and Confession & Absolution
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Entrance Hymn
(Congregation sings verses 1, 2 and 4, Choir sings verse 3)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered . . .God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, . ..

Amen.

Service of the Word

o

orgive Our Sins as We Forgive” #843
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,”
2 How can Your par - don reach and  bless
3 In blaz - ing light Your cross re - veals
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls
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You taught us, Lord, to  pray; But You a - lone can
The un - for - giv - ing  heart That broods on wrongs  and
The truth we dim - ly  knew: What triv - ial debts are
And bid re - sent-ment cease; Then, bound to all in
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grant  us grace To live the words we say.
will not let Old bit - ter - ness de - part?
owed to us, How great our debt to You!
bonds of love, Our  lives will spread Your peace.

Text: © Oxford University Press. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
Gloria In EXCelSis..........csn s page 204
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(@1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
o)
b \
3 o o = -  —_——
Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
f)
b [ ——
z o P E— =D
S ®

We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SAIULALION.......o s page 205

[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
[P) Let us pray.
Collect of the DAy ... (spoken in unison)

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your
power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,



our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading............cccoovvnnennnensnnesssnenssnenens Genesis 45:3-15

Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came
near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And
now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for
God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land
these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither
plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me
here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do
not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all
that you have. There | will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to
come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to
poverty.” And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it
is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt,
and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell
upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked
with him.

[P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103:1-13.......cvrereeres (spoken responsively by half verse)

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,



who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The LORD works righteousness
and justice for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

Epistle Reading..........ccooonnnnnninenee, 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. . .

Why am | in danger every hour? | protest, brothers, by my pride in you,
which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die every day! What do | gain if, humanly
speaking, | fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good
morals.” Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning.
For some have no knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it
dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of
wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to
each kind of seed its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind



for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind,
and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from
star in glory.

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is
raised is imperishable.

[P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and VerSe ... page 205
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the ChrisL the Son of God.
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Al - le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL ... Luke 6:27-38

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To
one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes
away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs
from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.
And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to



those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into
your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed ... sesses page 206

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,



who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day........cccocoruvvnenne. “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” #562
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1 All man - kind fell im Ad - am’s fall; One com - mon
2 Through all our pow’rs cor-rup - tion creeps And us '
3 From hearts de-praved, to e - vil  prone, Flow thoughts and
4 But Christ, the sec - ond Ad - am, came To bear our
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sin in - fects us all. From one to all the
dread - ful bond - age  keeps; In guilt we draw our
deeds of sin a - lone; God’s 1im - age lost, the
sin and woe and shame, To be our life, our
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curse de - scends, And o - ver all God’s wrath im - pends.
in - fant breath And reap its fruits of woe and  death.
dark - ened soul Seeks not nor finds its heav’n - ly goal.
light, our  way, Our on-1ly hope,our on - ly stay.

5 As by one man all mankind fell
And, born in sin, was doomed to
hell,

So by one Man, who took our
place,
We all were justified by grace.

6 We thank You, Christ; new life is
ours,
New light, new hope, new
strength, new pow’rs.
This grace our ev'ry way attend

Until we reach our journey’s end.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sit
Sermon
Stand
Prayer of the Church

P) Lord, in Your mercy,

“Doing What'’s Tough”



hear our prayer.
Offering

Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the west entrance.

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good & to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

Service of the Sacrament

Communion LITUZY ... pages 208-210

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and beneficial . . . evermore praising You and saying:
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o-ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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eav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

ABNUS D@l ... page 210
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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O Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing).

Communion Distribution

You might want to use the prayers “Before communing” and “Thanksgiving after

receiving the Sacrament” inside the front cover of the hymnal for your devotional
meditation.

(Sunday Only)
Congregational Hymn “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” #788
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1 For - give wus, Lord, for shal - low thank - ful - ness,
2 Teach wus to thank You, Lord, for love and  grace,
3 For - give us, Lord, for self - ish thanks and praise,
4 Teach us, O Lord, true thank - ful - ness di - vine,
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For dull con - tent with  warmth and shel - tered care,
For life and vi - sion, for a pur - pose clear,
For words that speak at var - 1 - ance with deeds;
That gives as Christ gave, nev - er count - ing  cost,
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For songs of praise for food and  har - vest press,
For Christ Your Son, and for each hu - man face
For - give our thanks for walk - ing pleas - ant ways
That knows no bar - nn - er of “yours” and  “mine,’
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While of  Your rich - er gifts we’re un - a - ware:
That shows Your mes - sage ev - er new and near.
Un - mind - ful of a bro - ken  broth - er’s needs:
As - sured that on - ly what’s  with - held is lost.

5 Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast,
For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul,
For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast

And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal:

6 Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent,
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height;
May thankfulness be days in service spent,
Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light.

Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Instrumentals
Stand
Post Communion Canticle..............cccovvernnene “Nunc Dimittis” page 211
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10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
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part in heav’'n -ly peace, For | have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
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gl - 1y Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
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A  light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -

For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty
Post-Communion Collect.............ooorcrcrscscseecscens page 212
Benedicamus and Benediction...........ccocovnnrcrscncnsrncrscncnnen, page 212
Sending Hymn ........................ “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” #697
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1 A - wake, O sleep - e, rise from death, And
2 To us on earth He came to  bring From
3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, Who
\ 4 For us Christ  lived, for us He died, And
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Christ shall give you  light; So learn His love, 1ts

sin and fear re - lease, To give the Spir - it’s

died that He might save; With  kind and gen - tle

con - quered in the  strife; A - wake, a - rise, go
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length and breadth, Its full - ness, depth, and height.

u - ni - ty, The ver -y bond of peace.

hearts  for - give As God in  Christ for - gave.

forth in faith, And Christ shall give you life.
Text: © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Dismissal ... (Bethlehem'’s Mission)

P] Grow in Christ,
Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude.........rrrcrres Gary Moege (Sat), Cody Clemons(Sun)

Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.



Next week’s readings:
OT: Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Epistle: Hebrews 3:1-6; Gospel: Luke 9:28-36

Attendance Last Saturday: 24
Total Offering: $7,207.00
Home Use: $6,608.00

Attendance Last Sunday: 81
Missions: $200.00
Benevolences: $399.00

Serving us today:

Elders ...oooveeeeeciieeeeeeeeeeeeeee, Ricky Bertels (Sat), Willie Crespo, Alan Miller (Sun)
IMIUSICIANS cevvvviieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Gary Moege (Sat), Cody Clemons (Sun)
Altar Committee ....ccoeevvvvvvvvvvvviniieeeeennn, Darlene Laubenstein (Chair), Karon Harding,

Esther Keseman, Georgia Luker
Flower COMMItEE .......vvvvvverrrineiineiirinineieneeeeenenaens Penny Humphrey (Chair), Lori Sloan

This Week’s Schedule

Sunday 12:00 p.m. Trustees’ Meeting
1:00 p.m. Adult Catechesis
3:00 p.m. Youth Activity & Get-Together
Monday 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
10:00 a.m. Moms and Tots
6:30 p.m. Scouts
Tuesday 9:30a.m. Quilting
7:15 p.m. Education Board Meeting
Wednesday 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
10:30a.m. Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Pastor at Warrensburg Christian School
11:00 a.m. Pastor will be at the UCM 1st Annual Faith Tour at
the Elliott Union Ballroom until 2:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. Games and Cards Group
7:00 p.m. Zoom-Epiphany Bible Class
Friday 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
Saturday 5:30 p.m.  Worship
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
9:15a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
10:30a.m. Worship


http://www.blchurch.com/

Prayers

For All Mourning the Death of a Loved One, especially the family, friends, and
fellow church members of Jim Rudy on his death last Sunday. As he is now
numbered with the company of heaven, may all who grieve his loss here below find
comfort and strength where he did—in Jesus the crucified and risen Lamb who is
our Passover from death to life!

For Those Preparing for Baptism—We rejoice that Noah Lipham, who’s been
worshipping with us for the past several months and going through catechesis with
Pr. Joel, will receive the gift of Holy Baptism on Sunday the 27t (the Feast of Our
Lord’s Transfiguration). We give thanks for the faith and life the Holy Spirit has
brought him into sharing with us in Christ!

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing
with illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, are undergoing and recovering
from surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Paula
Brewer, Felisa Brown, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Barb Compton, Mollie Dinwiddie,
Marion & Leona Droege, Renae Ernesti (Charlene McCarter’s niece), Wilma Gertz,
Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Marty Lehn, Heather Long (Carol Kurz’s
niece), Lynn Lowe, Ron Niemeyer, Pam Petersen (Peggy Hoyer’s sister), Judy Pierce,
Rose Steitz, Linda Tomblinson and Joe Zeman.

For Pregnant Mothers (& Waiting Fathers), especially Samantha & Nathan Schultz
(Mark and Felisa Brown’s daughter & son-in-law) and Caitlin and Eric Hulshizer.
May the Lord grant good health and joyful expectation!

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Gabe Crespo, Chance Hillsman.

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t
hesitate to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely
upon the Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can
never be thankful enough for the gift of each other!

Thank You

My dear brothers and sisters at Bethlehem, Thank you for your outpouring of love,
support, care, and encouragement during Charlie's illness and after his death. Your
words, notes, acts of kindness, memories, and generous memorials mean more to
me than | can express. Paul invites us to weep together and rejoice together as



Christians, and you have done just that with me and with my family as we mourn
Charlie's death and celebrate his entry into the Church Triumphant. | have always
treasured our church family at Bethlehem but never more than | do now. Thank
you! With gratitude and love, Esther and all of Charlie's family.

Worship Services

Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Sunday’s
Services are live on Facebook and YouTube and the webpage at blchurch.com.

Lenten Journey with Joseph—The last thirteen of Genesis’s fifty chapters deal
exclusively with the epic saga of Joseph. While his name means “he
adds/increases,” for a long stretch it seemed nothing but unlucky—subtraction and
decreasing to say the least! Nevertheless, Joseph’s life of being sinned against by
others became a powerful demonstration of the Lord’s faithful mercy and freeing
forgiveness. It’s really no surprise that surveying the pivotal events of his life helps
us grasp more insightfully the suffering and saving life-work of Jesus.

Join us for the six Wednesdays of Lent, from March 2 (Ash Wednesday) to April 6,
plus Good Friday (April 15), as we undertake A Lenten Journey with Joseph and see
how it all relates to the intersection of our lives with Joseph’s—and more, with the
cross of Jesus. The weekly themes we’ll be exploring are: 1) The Genesis of Joseph,
2) A Wondrous Silence, 3) A Miracle of Miracles, 4) Wait for the Lord, 5) Chased by
a Dirty Conscience, 6) God Does Have a Plan, 7) Forgiveness Finished. All services
will be at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary, with Holden Evening Prayer for all but Ash
Wednesday (which will be a service of Holy Communion).

Sunday School and Christian Education

Sunday School for PreK-12t" grade begins at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This
is a great opportunity for children and youth to grow in knowledge of Scripture and
in love toward the Lord and our neighbors, as Jesus said matters most!

Youth Opportunities

Jr. & Sr. Youth Get-Together and Service Activity—Plan to meet at Bethlehem at
3:00 p.m. on the afternoon of Sunday, February 20" (weather agreeing, and, if so,
dressed for it) for some time doing yard cleanup for some church members—
followed by faith discussion and planning for the year ahead. We’ll aim to be done
by 5:00.

“Cross Roads” (the Missouri District Jr. & Sr. High Youth Gathering) will be held
on April 1-3 at Cross Pointe Retreat Center at Lake of the Ozarks. We hope to have

a number of youth from Bethlehem attend and do have the funds available to cover
the entire cost. Let Pr. Joel or Cindy know by February 28 if you plan to attend so



that we can make the registration deadline. Dr. Peter Nafzger, from Concordia
Seminary—St. Louis, will be the guest speaker. See the schedule and more details
at www.mo.lcms.org.

Faith Discussion and Bible Study

Faith Night—Join us for casual conversation and the start of our new discussion on
The Lord’s Prayer, Line by Line on Ash Wednesday, March 2. If you plan to eat
something, bring what you want for our dinner conversation time from 5:30-6:00
p.m., then we’ll have our discussion on “Our Father in Heaven” from 6:00-6:40 and
stop in time for the evening service.

Sunday Bible Study is working through the book Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and
the New Creation (by Concordia Seminary faculty) and discussing our way through
Scripture and personal experiences so that we can all be strengthened in believing
and living through Christ’s own life, death, and resurrection. Plan to join us in the
conference room from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m.!

Wednesday Bible Study is currently exploring the short book of Jonah. Join us in
the conference room from 10:30 to noon as we see what Jonah has to do with us.

Thursday Advent Zoom Bible Study. “Epiphany 2022” is happening Thursdays at
7:00 p.m. and runs through March 10. Please let Rebecca or Cindy know if you
would like to join.

Opportunities to Help & Serve

Choir Resumes. Greetings Singers! After a long hiatus, choir has resumed regular
rehearsals on Wednesdays, at 6:00 pm in the conference/choir room, and will
continue at least through Easter. Anthems will be prepared to support Lent, Holy
Week, and Easter services. All interested singers between the ages of 12 and 102
are eligible to participate. To help maintain the health and safety of our fellow
singers, mask wearing, at least when in confined spaces, is encouraged.

Worship Readers/Lectors—Please consider volunteering to assist in
congregational worship by reading the first two Scripture passages during Saturday
or Sunday services! There is a sign-up sheet on the board by the mailboxes, and the
Scripture readings are listed by each date. Pr. Joel is available to provide
suggestions for those who’d like to have some.

The Warrensburg Food Center is in need of the following items: smaller boxes of
dried cereal, this time. Please throw in a few items when you are doing your
grocery shopping to help the Food Center. You can place them in the basket by the
bulletin board at the north entrance of the building for delivery to the Food Center.


http://www.mo.lcms.org/

Fellowship

Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith.

The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth room
downstairs. Anyone, men and women, are welcome to come. If you have any
guestions, please contact Melvin Theroff.

The Quilting Group meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from
9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (September through May). Anyone is welcome to help
with this project. No special sewing skills needed. Bring your own lunch. If you have
any questions, please contact Georgia Luker.

Miscellaneous

The Sedalia Symphony will host a Winter Children’s Concert on Sunday, February
27 at 3:00 p.m. at the Heckart Performing Arts Center. All children present will be
eligible for a drawing. The winner will conduct the orchestra for one selection (How
Fun Is That?). Admission: Students are free and adults are $10.00.

The Concordia University Nebraska’s 72-voice A Cappella Choir, under the
direction of Dr. Kurt von Kampen, will be performing a concert at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Concordia, on Friday, March 4" at 7p.m. Joining the choir will
be the 51-voice SPLHS Singing Saints, under the direction of Dr. Jerrode Marsh. The
Singing Saints will open the concert with an anthem of their own, and will also join
the university choir in two additional joint anthems. The concert is free of charge,
but a door offering will be taken to support the CUNE A Cappella Choir. For more
information, please contact Jerrode Marsh at jmarsh@splhs.org.

Country Kitchen Cards are available! You can get 10 buy-one, get-one meal FREE
coupons for just $10.00. All proceeds go towards helping the youth group. See a
youth member, or you can stop by the office and purchase one.

Ongoing thanks to those who generously give to the Bethlehem Emergency Fund,
which enables Pr. Joel to assist members and certain people in the community who
are in crisis situations. Much appreciation for your good support!

Offerings

Simply Giving is the online program for donations and offerings. The website has
changed a bit recently. If you need assistance, please let the office know and we
will provide you with the steps to start it or help you change where you place your
funds.
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2022 Elders

Willie Crespo (last name begins A-D) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com
Ricky Bertels (last name begins E-H), 660-262-8080, rickljanice2@gmail.com

Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Alan Miller (last name begins Mc-R) 660-909-1764, alorrmiller@aol.com

Caleb Thomas (last name begins S-Z) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com

Contact Information

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093

Our Mission
- Grow in Christ - Live in Love - Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am—5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com Facebook: blcwarrensburg

Office Manager: Congregational Life Facilitator: Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith Rebecca Stewart Teresa Hillsman
Monday—Friday: 8am-5pm Tuesday & Thursday: 8am-5pm Tuesday: 3pm—-6pm
660-747-6742 clf@blchurch.com Thursday by appointment
officemanager@blchurch.com financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web,
viewing of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you
have any questions.
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