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Here we are in the first full month of the Church Year and 

the last of the calendar year—the month of Advent and, 
eventually, Christmas. It’s the cold, dark wintertime when 

many exteriors and interiors are transformed by lights and 
decorations. People spend a lot of time shopping for par-
ties and finding the perfect presents. While we think of 

this as Christmas, its true heart—Christ coming into this 
world as the Bethlehem-born child to poor, struggling par-
ents—easily gets lost amid all of the holiday hubbub. But 

as those who bear the name of Christ in baptized faith, 
we’re pulled beyond the surface to seek (and find) the very 

presence of Christ—the Word made flesh who gives him-
self as the Bread of Life for the very life of the world.  
 

When gathering and living in Christ’s worship become the 
priority upon which our lives depend, we’re shaped more 

and more into people who want to “seek first his kingdom 
and righteousness” (as he said to his disciples, Matthew 
6:33).  And in so doing, we’ll find all we’re really longing 

for given to us unexpectedly. So much of what we hear 
from Scripture and sing as hymns and carols this month 

points us to that: Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord … that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths (Isaiah 2:3); The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light … on them has light shone 
(Isaiah 9:2); How silently, how silently / The wondrous gift 
is giv’n! / So God imparts to human hearts / The blessings 
of His heav’n (“O Little Town of Bethlehem”); See amid the 
winter’s snow, / Born for us on earth below, / See the gen-
tle Lamb appears, / Promised from eternal years (“See 
amid the Winter’s Snow”). 
 
When we think of seeking and seeing Christ, especially at 
this time of year, we can’t help but turn to the shepherds 

who followed the angels’ joyous words and the wise men 
who followed the bright light in the dark sky—and all were 
led to the presence of that holy child born our Savior.  So 

(Continued on page 2) 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
By: Alan Miller 

Pastor’s Report-Pastor Joel discussed the following highlights: Ezra Murrell (infant 

daughter of Jeremiah & Colleen) will be baptized during our service on the first Sunday in 
Advent, November 27, and Jenna Jenkins (young daughter of Stacy and Jesse will be 

baptized in our Saturday evening service on December 3. Pr. Joel will be having a small 
marriage ceremony for Stacy and Jesse on the evening of Friday, December 2. He is also  
wrapping up sessions with Jeremiah and Colleen Murrell and Tristen McLain and am 

planning for their confirmation on the second Sunday of Advent, December 4. Pastor is 
also having weekly sessions with Diana Holland (Rebecca’s mother) and Stacy and Jesse 
Jenkins toward profession of faith/confirmation sometime early in the upcoming year. Our 

Advent midweek services will revolve around the theme Keeping Time. 
 

October Treasury Report Summary: Bethlehem received $20,269.09, an increase from the 
previous month and well below the budgeted amount by $6,611.66.  Operating expenses 
accounted for $29,167.57 which is above the monthly budget by $2,784.14. Cash-on 

hand, those funds not committed to other items was $35,350.26 which decreased by 

(Continued on page 3) 

let us consider a bit further what Martin Luther wrote about those wise men and how their 

seeking and finding relates to us. 
 
Though they saw but a tumbled down shack and a poor young mother with a poor little 

babe, not like a king at all, lower than one of their own servants, they did not shrink, but 
in great, strong faith cast out all misgivings of common sense, and, following simply the 
word of the prophet and the witness of the star, they accepted him for a king, fell on their 

knees, worshiped him, and presented their treasures…. If we Christians would join the 
Wise Men, we must close our eyes to all that glitters before the world and look rather on 

the despised and foolish things, help the poor, comfort the despised, and aid the neighbor 
in his need…. Let us then observe how these wise men took no offense at the low estate of 
the Baby and his parents, that we may also not be offended in the humble estate of our 

neighbor, but rather see Christ in him, since the Kingdom of Christ is to be found among 
the lowly and despised in persecution, misery, and the holy cross. Those who seek Christ 

anywhere else find him not. The Wise Men discovered him not at Herod’s court, not with 
the high priests, not in the great city of Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem, in the stable, with 
lowly folk, with Mary and Joseph. In a word, they found him where one would have least 

expected.  
 
May Christ our Savior direct our vision to those unexpected places where we may find him 

still! 
+Pr. Joel 

(Continued from page 1) 
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$9,000 since last month.  The Building Expansion Fund increased to $418,089.88 for a 

potential future building expansion project. Bethlehem’s regular savings account 
increased slightly to $191,903.59. Year to date we have an operations funds shortage 
of $6,218.29. But at the moment there are adequate savings to cover expenses.   

 

Board Report Highlights 

Elders reported they will look at starting the hiring process for the Congregational Life 
Facilitator position early in 2023.   
 

Trustees were busy again with the roof project completed late October/early November. 
Thanks to Kevin for all the hard work coordinating with Triad/Apple Roofing and the 
insurance on all the details. The new refrigerator/freezer was installed in the kitchen. The 

old equipment was hauled out by Standing in the Gap Ministries. A new water softener 
was put in place to replace the worn out one that was leaking. 

 
Mission Board-Darlene reported the increase of families using the Food Center and the 
lack of food from Harvesters. This requires the community to provide more items to the 

Food Center. She also reported that vouchers will be given at the Christmas Store again 
(instead of sacks of food). These will be distributed on December 3rd. The Catholic Church 

is chairing the event this year. Next year will be Bethlehem’s turn. 
 
Education reported “We Celebrate a Tree” will be the theme for the Children’s Christmas 

Program on Sunday, December 18th. Practices started in early November for the program.  
Youth gathered on November 20th for their third Sunday get-together.  
 

Fellowship discussed plans for the Mystery Christmas Dinner event in place of the 
progressive dinner in December. They provided snacks for the Annual Congregational 

Meeting on November 13th.  
 
Evangelism stated they have plans to participate in the Warrensburg Holiday Parade on 

Friday, December 2. 
 
Music Advisory-Quimby’s helped us protect the pipe organ during the November roof 

repair and tuned the Organ in time for All Saints Day.  Thank you to the singers of “Lord 
Hear Our Prayer” tune that was sung during Holy Communion services: Penny & Abby, 

Jerrode, Lorraine and Becky. 
 
Long Range Planning–Rich reported any building project is on hold due to current high 

inflation and building costs.   
 

May God continue to bless our church family as we show his love through our missions to 
our church families and our community.  Alan Miller 

(Continued from page 2) 
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MARY MARTHA GUILD’S LADIES BRUNCH—The morning was just wonderful–and full of 

JOY! JOY was the theme of the brunch and there was much joy that morning as the ladies 
had a great time visiting with one another. We all saw some friends we hadn’t seen for 

awhile and met some new friends! The decorations by Bonnie Rich caught everyone’s at-
tention as soon as they stepped into the Fellowship Hall. Thank you Bonnie–you did it 
again! You put so much time and effort into the beautiful displays–and whatever you do!  

Thank you again! Teresa Hillsman–what can we say? Teresa was the chair of the event and 

chose the theme because she said “it’s time we had a little JOY in our lives”. We couldn’t 
agree more! Teresa and her committee did a super job in planning for the set-up (thank 

you Hillsman family for your work) & calling on members of the Mary Martha Guild to pro-
vide the food. This, by the way, is the second recent large event that the ladies have pro-
vided the food. Thank you to all of YOU! Although Teresa would be the first to say that she 

had a lot of help, there still needs to be someone in charge to be sure that it all happens 
when it’s supposed to happen. Thank you Teresa for being there and doing that so well!  

The highlight of the morning was our guest speaker, Deborah Mattson, who just happens 
to be the proud Mother of Ellen Pederson. She gave a very heartfelt and meaningful 

presentation. It was very encouraging for all of us and especially for any of us who are ex-
periencing some difficult times. We are so appreciative of her for sharing with us. Many la-

dies afterward said it was one of the most meaningful presentations they had ever heard. 
Thank you Deborah and we hope to see you again soon! The Bible verse that Teresa chose 
for the day was Philippians 4:4. “Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again-rejoice!” 

Please enjoy the photos that Cindy and others took that morning! Darlene Laubenstein  

MARY MARTHA GUILD 
(A Society of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) 

By: Darlene Laubenstein 
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MARY MARTHA GUILD, cont. 
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FAITH OPPORTUNITIES 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

Saturday services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also 

watch Sunday’s service live on Facebook, YouTube or on the webpage at blchurch.com. 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
 

Sunday Bible Study—We will start a new study on the first Sunday of Advent 

(Trevor Sutton’s 2018 book Clearly Christian: Following Jesus in This Age of 
Confusion). Many people identify as Christian but what does that really mean? 
Non-Christians can look at Christianity through layers of misinformation, and 

even Christians can get lost in a fog of opinions mixed with faith, confused 
about who they are and what they believe. Join us in this discussion and 

exploration of who Christ is and what believing in Him means. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will meet on Wednesdays, at 10:30 a.m.-noon. We will begin 

working on our way through the writing of the prophet Zechariah. Join us in the 
conference room for this time of study, growth, and exploration together.  

 
FAITH NIGHT 

 

Faith Night—Join others in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, December 7th from 5:30
-6:00 p.m. for a simple meal (bring something simple you’d like to share) and 

conversation, followed by a discussion from 6:00 to 6:45. We will be focusing on the Lord’s 
Prayer-line by line. 

 
YOUTH EDUCATION 

 

Sunday School is at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings downstairs for ages Preschool 
through 12th grade. The children will be working on songs with the goal of singing in 

church once per month. We invite all children of the congregation (and outside too) to 
come and be a part of this time growing together in Christ! 
 

 
 

JUNIOR/SENIOR YOUTH 

 

Bethlehem’s Junior & Senior Youth will NOT met during the month of December.  They 
will resume their third Sunday at 3:00 p.m. in January on the third Sunday. There may be 
an opportunity for Christmas Caroling during December. Please check emails and 

bulletins for this. 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

All children are welcome and encouraged to participate in this year’s Christmas 
Program-”We Celebrate a Tree”-which will be held on Sunday, December 18 
during our normal worship time at 10:30 a.m. Practice for the Christmas Program 

will be during part of the Sunday School time. For further information contact 
Ellen Pederson or Penny Humphrey. 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

Bethlehem will be participating in the 

Holiday Parade on December 2 at 

6:00 p.m.  If you would like to be a 

part of the float, please contact the 

office. We need adults and children. All 

float items and walkers have to be 

illuminated. Bring a bag of candy if you 

would like to pass some out. 

 

Advent Services  

December  4, 11, 18 

(7:00 p.m.) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 

Communion Services 

December 24 
(6 p.m. & 10 p.m.) 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Service 

December 31 

(5:30 p.m.) 
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MISSIONS AND YOUTH 
Orphan Grain Train 

Members of Bethlehem joined forces and went to Concordia to 
help sort clothing for the Orphan Grain Train event. 

Youth Group 

Jr. and Sr. Youth Group met this past month to go axe throwing.  
Even Pr. Joel had some fun with this event. 
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STRENGTH TRAINING 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for this free, 

low impact exercise class on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact Judy Smith with any questions. No 
Exercise from December 16th through 

January 2nd. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

QUILTING 

The Quilting Group will only meet on De-
cember 13 from 9:30 a.m. until 2:30 

p.m. Anyone is welcome, no special sewing 
skills needed. Bring your  lunch. Contact 
Georgia Luker for questions. 
 

GAMES AND CARDS GROUP 
The Games and Card Group meets 

on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth 
room downstairs. Anyone, men and women, 

are welcome to come. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Melvin Theroff. 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Lunch Bunch meets the third Thursday of the month at 11:30 a.m. They will not 

be meeting in December. During November instead of the same “bring your lunch”, every-
one was able to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal. Thank you to Mary Ann Hein for hosting, dec-

orating and bringing the desserts. Also thanks to Cindy Smith, her husband Ben, Danielle 
Meloy, Erika, Brandy and Clarence for making this a fun and enjoyable event. The meal 
ended with Pr. Joel and Pr. Ricky singing a duet for us.  

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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MEMBER UPDATES 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES IN DECEMBER 

Seth & Crystal Hartwig  1st 

Charles & Kaye Fair  8th 

Bill & Pat Brasel  12th  

Mike & Bonnie Rich  22nd 

Bob & Lynn Johansen  23rd 

Alan & Lorraine Miller  28th 

Gary & Christine Moege  31st 

BAPTISIMAL MILESTONES 
 

Baptismal Milestones are published to 
commemorate the first year, every fifth year 
and dates over 70 years.  
 
 

 
Charlene McCarter 1st/76 yrs 
 
Roy Schache  14th/80 yrs 
 
Melvin Bockelman  25th/95 yrs 

Erika Freeman     1st 

Stewart Skaar     1st 
Melvin Theroff     3rd 

Barbara Compton     5th 
Evan Martin     8th 
Katie Schumaker     8th 

Seth Florida    10th 
Michael Greife   10th 
Dick Luehrman   10th 

Samantha Schnell     10th 
Myrna Landkamer     11th 

Christopher Carter     12th 

Joshua Hagle     13th 
Steve Harms     14th 
Ethan Orr      14th 

Betty Wienberg     15th 
Lana Vanderburgh     18th 

 

Sarah Conger   19th 

Brett Hartwig   20th 
Kathleen Rode   24th 

Neil Tebbenkamp   24th 
Teresa Hillsman   28th 
Glenda Mabrey   30th 

Brittany Brown   30th 
Gary Moege    31st 
Sheree Moody   31st 

Poinsettias will be available again 

this year. If you would like to pur-
chase one forms are available at 

each entrance of the church. Make check 
out to Mary Martha Guild. Since we are 
getting them from different places in town 

the price may vary so we are asking for 
“donations” only.   

New Roof 

The Christmas Store is in the 49th year of 

helping those who struggle with food inse-
curity a meal for the Christmas season. 

They rely on financial contributions rather 
than food donations. Donations can be 
made by the following: (1) Make a check 

out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church and in 
the memo section write “Christmas Store” 
or (2) donate online at: foodcenterjoco.com 

and click Donate then Christmas Store. 

Poinsettias 

Christmas Store 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30a-Pr.@WCS 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
1:00-Centerpiece 
preparation 
5:00p-Jenkins Wed-
ding 
6:00p-Holiday Light-
ed Parade 

3 
5:30p-Holy Com-
munion 
 
 

 
  
  
 
 
 

4 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Com-
munion 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
2:00p-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-Scouts 
 
 
 

6 
Pastor’s Vacation 
 
 
 

7 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
5:30p-Faith Night 
7:00p-Advent Ser-
vice 

8 
9:30a-Pr.@WCS 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
5:30 p.m.-Fellowship 
Board Meeting 
 
 
 
 

9 
9:30a-Exercise Class 

10 
5:30p-Worship 
 
 

11 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Worship  
2:30p-Country Club 
Service 
3:00p-Youth Catech-
esis 

12 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
2:00p-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
9:30a-Quilting 
7:00p-Church Coun-
cil Meeting 
 

14 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
7:00p-Advent Ser-
vice 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:30a-Pr.@WCS 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
11:00a-Trustees’ 
Meeting 
5:30p-Holy Com-
munion 
 
 

18 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Com-
munion, Children’s 
Program 
 

19 
Pastor ‘s Day Off 
2:00p-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Pastor’s Vacation 
6:00p-Mission Board 
Meeting 
 
 

21 
10:30a-Bible Study 
7:00p-Advent Ser-
vice 

22 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 

23 
Office Closed-
Christmas Eve Holi-
day 

24 
Christmas Eve 
6:00p-Early Com-
munion Service 
10:00p-Late Com-
munion Service 

25 
Christmas Day 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Worship  

26 
Office Closed-
Christmas Holiday 

27 
7:15p-Education 
Board Meeting 
 

28 
10:30a-Bible Study 
 

29 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 

30 
 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 
5:30p-Holy Com-
munion 
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Worship Schedule 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  
 

Christian Education 

Bible Study 

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. 

Elder Schedule: 
3rd Jack Easterwood 
4th Alan Miller 
 Willie Crespo 
7th Jack Easterwood 
 
10th Jack Easterwood 
11th Alan Miller 
14th Willie Crespo 
 
17th Ricky Bertels 
18th Alan Miller 
 Caleb Thomas 
21st Willie Crespo 
 
24th Jack Easterwood 
 Willie Crespo 
 Caleb Thomas 
25th Willie Crespo 
 
31st Ricky Bertels 
 

Altar Committee: 
Teresa Hillsman (Chair) 
Mary Creswell, Lisa Gu-
lick, Beryl Lindley, 
Susie Mills 
  
Flower Committee: 
Eunice Cobb (Chair),  
Penny Humphrey 
 
Kitchen Committee: 
Cindy Schnell 
 
Sound Technicians:  
Jerry Harding, 
Scott Humphrey  
 
Video: 
Abby Humphrey,  
Zach Brown,  
Gracyn VanWey  

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Holiday Parade 

7th Advents Service 

8th Fellowship Meeting 

13th Church Council Meeting 

14th Advent Service 

17th Trustees’ Meeting 

18th Children’s Program/

 Service 

20th Mission Board Meeting  

21st Advent Service 

24th Christmas Eve Services 

27th Education Board Meeting 

31st New Year’s Eve Service 

 

Dec 23 and 26-Office Closed 

Offerings 

Simply Giving is the online program for donations and offerings. You can find this link on 

the Bethlehem home page. If you need assistance, please let the office know and we will 

provide you with the steps to start it or help you change where you place your funds.  


