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AUGUST COUNCIL REVIEW 

By: Alan Miller 

The Tidings September 2022 

Pastor reviewed his report for a short council meeting. 

Highlights included the baptism for Tristen McLain on Au-
gust 14. He reported there are initial discussions for the 

Anastazia Schultz baptism, daughter of Samantha Schultz 
(Mark and Felisa Brown’s daughter). Lynda Creech was 
received as a member in July 31. Mathew and Sarah 

Rudowske have requested a transfer from St Paul’s Con-
cordia to Bethlehem.  
  

The second weekend in September is scheduled for the 
Fall Mission Festival with Rudy and Dorothy Schaser of 

With God’s Little Ones. Good work happened for the vol-
leyball court restoration, with more than twenty-five 
(mostly scouts and their families) here for the Thrivent Ac-

tion project on July 30.   
 

A pallet of Amazon boxes was received and sorted by 
church members at the end of last month.  Items were dis-
tributed to Salvation Army, Survival House, Central Physi-

cal Rehab and the Teachers Warehouse. Bethlehem will 
have a booth for Get the Red Out event in Warrensburg 
through the Evangelism Board on September 8 at UCM. 

  
Pastor is planning some time off from September 27 

through October 2 to visit his sister in South Carolina.  
 
June Treasury Report Summary: Bethlehem received 

$41,033.09, an increase from the previous month due to one 
large offering and above the budgeted amount by 
$14,152.34. Operating expenses accounted for $27,628.57 

which is above the monthly budget by $102.45. Cash-on 
hand, those funds not committed to other items was 

$53,380.25 which increased due to a large designated offer-
ing since last month.  The Building Expansion Fund in-
creased to $411,469.00 for a potential future expansion pro-

ject.  Bethlehem’s regular savings account increased slightly 
to $191,678.34.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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COUNCIL CONTINUED 

Trustees are working with various contractors on bids to repair the roof leaks.  We’ve re-

ceived a bid from Triad, Inc. which will need congregational approval. Funds are available 
to repair the roof from existing funds. A new computer will be purchased for the bookkeep-

er with help from Bryon Freeman. A backup MEVO camera for livestreaming will also be 
purchased for use during the services. Trustees are working to solicit a few estimates to 
replace the water softener that is failing.   

 
Music Advisory committee met and Rich discussed hosting hymn sing events at the 
church as a way to reach out through music to church members and others in the com-

munity. There is no replacement in house for the choir director position at this time.  The 
committee recommends adding a place holder in the budget for the choir director position.  

 
The 2022 budget inputs will be received by Teresa by the end of August for review by the 
Stewardship board and then approval by the council for the Annual Congregational meet-

ing in early November.  
 

 

Alan Miller   

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

THRIVENT MEETING 

Thrivent will be having a meeting on September 18, 2022, immediately after the service. 
If you are a member or would like to become a member please join us while we plan out 

our activities for the rest of the year. 

GET THE RED OUT 

 

Get the Red Out—Bethlehem will be 

participating in “Get the Red Out” at UCM 
on Thursday, September 8, from 4:00-
6:30 p.m. If you are interested in helping 

by handing out brochures and items, please 
let Pr. Joel know asap. 

SHOW ME CHRISTIAN YOUTH HOME  
 

Show–Me Christian Youth Home (24302 

Mahin Road, LaMonte, MO) will have an 
open house on Saturday, September 10 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There will be 

tours, free lunch, special programs, horse 
expo, kids’ activities and performances. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We will resume our meetings, after a sum-

mer break, on Monday, September 12 at 
6:00 p.m. We are looking forward to our 

program that evening which will be present-
ed by Julie Crespo, Penny Humphrey, and 

Jeremy VanWey. They will talk about their 

experiences regarding “Christianity in the 
Workplace”. Everyone is invited. We hope to 

see you there!  
By: Darlene Laubenstein, President 

MARY MARTHA GUILD 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

RAISING THE CROSS 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 At the center of September is a day (the 14th) that has been acknowledged and observed 

by Christians since the 4th century as Holy Cross Day. Different in tone than Good Friday’s 
grief over Jesus’ suffering death, this day captures the victory—strange as it seems—of Jesus’ 

triumph over sinful selfishness and the devil by enduring an agonizing crucifixion. It connects 
back to Jesus’ words about being “lifted up” on the cross—like the serpent on the pole when 

the people were dying of that poison in the desert—and bringing eternal life to all who cling to 

him in faith (see John 3:14-15). We hear echoes of that in the hymn “Lift High the Cross”: O 
Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, / As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee … / So shall 
our song of triumph ever be: / Praise to the Crucified for victory! / Lift high the cross, the love of 
Christ proclaim / Till all the world adore His sacred name (LSB #837).  
 
 So how do we do that? We do have a cross atop our church building’s steeple, and it’s 
not only visible from far away but also lights up—in part—at night! We do have that proces-

sional crucifix raised above our eyes in the chancel alongside the pulpit, which also does get 
lifted up above our heads and carried in the sanctuary on those high holy days of worship! 

But the best and truest way the cross of Christ and what it means is made visible is when it’s 
raised up in every time, place, and circumstance as the most important reality in our life—

when we struggle against our sinful selfishness (instead of giving in to it and making excuses 
for it) and rise up daily to live in Christ’s holiness and righteousness. Seeing and living the 

sacrificial and victorious way of Christ’s cross and resurrection is, after all, what St. Paul 

called Christians to at the center of our life of faith: We were therefore buried with Him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, we too may live a new life (Romans 6:4). 
 
 If you travel around England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, you’ll see ancient stone 

“high crosses” outside as silent witnesses of the faith. Long before stone cathedrals and 
church buildings were raised, those “high crosses” were often where Christians would gather 

for prayers and worship outside under the King of Heaven’s earthly sky. I offer up these two 
Celtic prayers for you to use in reclaiming the meaning of the Holy Cross of Christ in your life 

this September and beyond: 
 
+Saviour, broken on the Cross, save and raise up those who have none but you to turn 
to: those who have suffered loss of work, mobility, and well-being; those who are victims 
of violence, abuse, and false accusation; those who are lonely, hungry and homeless. 
May the Christ who walks with wounded feet walk with us all on the road. May the 
Christ who serves with wounded hands stretch out our hands to serve. May the Christ 
who loves with the wounded heart open our hearts to love (A Holy Island Prayer Book). 
 
+O Loving Christ who died upon the tree, each day and each night I remember your love. 
In my lying down and in my rising up. In life and in death, you are my health and my 
peace. Each day and each night, I remember your forgiveness bestowed on me so gently 
and generously. Each day and each night, may I be fuller in love to you (Celtic Prayers 
from Iona). 

 
Your Companion in the Cross & Resurrection of Jesus,   +Pr. Joel 
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FAITH OPPORTUNITIES 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturday services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also 
watch Sunday’s service live on Facebook, YouTube or on the webpage at blchurch.com. 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sunday Bible Study is currently exploring the last section (“Bodily Life in God’s Heavenly 

Creation”) of the book Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New Creation. Plan to join us 
in the conference room from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m.!  
 

Wednesday Bible Study has finished the book of Habakkuk and will begin looking at 
Zephaniah. Join us in the conference room from 10:30 to noon. 

 
YOUTH EDUCATION 

Sunday School for Preschool through 12th grade is being held on Sundays at 9:15 

a.m. in the fellowship hall downstairs. The curriculum during the summer is based off 
the VBS theme “The Tree of Life”.  These are great opportunities for your children to grow 

in knowledge of Scripture and in trust toward their Savior!  
 

FAITH NIGHT 

Faith Night resumes in September! Join others in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 
September 7 from 5:30-6:00 p.m. for a simple meal (bring something simple you’d like to 
share) and conversation, followed by a discussion from 6:00 to 6:45. Faith Night happens 

on the first Wednesday of every month, and we’re continuing our discussion The Lord’s 
Prayer, Line by Line by exploring the fourth petition (“Give us this day our daily bread”).  

 
FOUR QUARTERS ON CHRIST 

Please join us in the sanctuary on Thursday, September 22 (the first day of Autumn) 
from 7 to 8 p.m. for the third installment of Four Quarters on Christ—The Influential 
Jesus. Thanks to the third part in John Stott’s book The Incomparable Christ, we’ll be 

surveying how Jesus transformed and compelled the lives of at least twelve inspiring 
people over the last several hundred years. Even if you didn’t make the first two sessions, 

make sure to come to this one. Bring a quarter, if you can, as well!  

STRENGTH TRAINING 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for this free, 
low impact exercise class on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. It is 
open to anyone, all ages & abilities. Contact 
Judy Smith with any questions.  
 

MOMS AND TOTS 
Check out the Moms and Tots Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church Facebook page for weekly 
updates. Join us on Mondays at 10:00 

a.m. at the park. If you have questions, 
contact Rebecca Holland. 

GAMES AND CARDS GROUP 

The Games and Card Group meets 
on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth 

room downstairs. Anyone, men and women, 
are welcome to come. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Melvin Theroff. 
 

THE LUNCH BUNCH 
The Lunch Bunch, (formerly Merry Widows 

and Friends) will be meeting on September 
15 at 11:30 a.m. in the church fellowship 

hall Bring your lunch and a friend to join 
us for some fellowship time with each other.  

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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MISSION FESTIVAL WEEKEND—SEPTEMBER 10-11 
WITH GOD’S LITTLE ONES 

 

For 18 years, our modest non-profit organization has worked to bring help and encour-
agement to people experiencing tough times.  Sadly, the past year has been particularly 
painful. Ukraine. We’re sharing resources with skilled, compassionate German and 

Polish partners, as they serve both those who have fled the war and those still strug-
gling in Ukraine. (See our blog, And You Took Me In.). We’ve been doing our best to reach 

hungry, hurting villagers in Madagascar, already-impoverished people hit by COVID, 
malaria, and pneumonic plague, by cyclone and drought. In Cambodia, we’ve launched 
a concerted effort to reach and assist vulnerable older folks in Kratie Province. We’re al-

so helping pay poor folks’ hospital bills, bringing food and toys to single mothers alone 
in the big city, and providing food to orphans in remote villages. 
 

Rudy & Dorothy Schaser are WGLO’s Executive Director and Secretary/Treasurer, re-
spectively. Dorothy grew up here at Bethlehem, and Pr. Joel grew up knowing her and 

Rudy as they served in the mission field of the Philippines with his parents.  
 
Members of Bethlehem are invited to write personal notes to young students and 
their teachers in the hard-to-reach village of Kompong Kbeoung, on the Mekong in 

Sambo district, Cambodia. There are 70 students and three teachers divided into morn-

ing and afternoon groups. The school is hoping to use about 80% of the materials from the 
present building, plus purchase additional materials to construct a new facility. Notes can 
be written in advance and brought for the Mission Festival, or you can write them that week-
end as well. 

 
To learn more about the work of WGLO, go to their website: www.wglo.org.  

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

MIGRANT FARMWORKERS 
 

The Mission Board will deliver supplies to the Migrant Farmworkers in Lexington MO on 

September 26. These families come to that area each year to harvest the delicious apples 
from the orchards. The Migrant Farmworkers Assistance Fund was established to work 
with these Farmworkers when they first arrive at the orchards in late summer. That in-

cludes assistance with medical and dental needs as well as completion of school enroll-
ment for their children. The MSAF continues to work with them for their critical needs un-
til they migrate elsewhere. Some of  those critical needs are food and clothing. We, at  

Bethlehem, have contributed to these needs for many years, as have other churches in the 
area, and we plan to do so again this year.  

 
We will have a container at the northeast entrance to the church to collect white 
rice (not instant) and dry pinto beans. Please consider helping, as you can, by placing 

your contributions there by Noon on Monday, September 26. We will deliver them that af-
ternoon. Thank you for your consideration.  

MISSIONS 

https://www.wglo.org/blog/and-you-took-me-in
http://www.wglo.org
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WILLIAM J. HILLSMAN MEMORIAL VOLLEYBALL COURT 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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2022 ANNUAL PICNIC 

Many thanks to Tim Stroh—Mid America Turf & Landscaping, Shawn Lindley,  
Ben Smith, Don Hillsman, Boy Scouts and Church Members for all the working 

putting the volleyball court together to make this dedication happen.  

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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MEMBER UPDATES 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES IN SEPTEMBER 

Galen & Eunice Cobb 13th 
Matt & Madison Rohner 18th     
Dale & Darla Malcolm 22nd  

Mike & Jo Greife 26th 

BAPTISIMAL MILESTONES 
 

Baptismal Milestones are published to 
commemorate the first year, every fifth year 
and dates over 70 years.  
 

Maryanna Savery   1st/93 yrs 

Rebecca Stewart   1st/30 yrs 

Bob Johansen   5th/79 yrs 

Larry Haase    10th/78 yrs 

Audrey Bowland 8th 

Ryan Carter  8th 

Julie Schlueter 8th 

Scott Humphrey 9th 

Susie Mills  10th 

Bridgette Sharp 12th 

Harvey Allison 14th 

Luke Hagle  15th 

Mary Frerking 16th 

Rebecca Holland 16th 

Caroline Schumaker17th 

Lori Bell  18th 

Chance Hillsman 19th 

Matt Rohner 19th 

Ray Carstensen 20th 

Evangeline Smith 20th 

Nathan Wittmaier 20th 

Tiffany Frerking 21st 

Jeff Florida  22nd 

Jordan Martin 26th 

Kiersten Hillsman 27th 

Lynn Lowe  27th 

Silas Pederson 27th 

Julie Crespo 28th 

Cathy Welsh 29th 

Nicole Schnell 28th 

Cathy Welsh 29th 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

Jonathan, Bridgette and their baby David 

Sharp visited Bethlehem during August. They 

spoke during the morning Bible Class/Sunday 

School and Jonathan preached for both 

services. Best wishes for Jonathan during his 

last year in seminary. Tristen McLain (pictured above) was bap-

tized on August 14, 2022 at Bethlehem. 

 

Anita Murrell and Elias Murrell (pictured 

below) were both baptized on July 31, 2022 

at Bethlehem. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
 
 

3 
5:30p-Holy Commun-
ion 
 

 
 
 
 
  

4 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Commun-
ion 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Pastor’s Day Off 
Labor Day-office 
closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Pastor’s Holiday 
12:00pBraille in 
Concordia 
 
 

7 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
5:30p-Faith Night 
 
  
 
 
 

8 
9:30a-WCS 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
4:00p-Get the Red 
Out (UCM) 
 
 
 
 

9 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 

10 
5:30p-Worship: Mis-
sion Weekend 
 
 

11 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Worship /Mis-
sion Weekend 
12p-Congregation 
Roof Meeting 
2:30p-Country Club  
Service 
 
 

12 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:00p-Mary Martha 
Guild Meeting 
 
 
 

13 
9:30a-Quilting 
7:00p-Church Coun-
cil Meeting 
 
 
 

14 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
7:00p-Scout Leaders 

15 
9:30a-WCS 
11:30a-The Lunch 
Bunch 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
5:30p-Fellowship 
Board Meeting 
 
 
 

16 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 

17 
11:00a-Trustees’ 
Meeting 
5:30p-Holy Commun-
ion 
 
 

18 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Commun-
ion  
12p-Thrivent Meeting 
12p-Elders’ Meeting 
 

19 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-Scouts 
 
 
 
 

20 
6:00p-Mission Board 
Meeting 

21 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9:30a-WCS 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
7:00p-Four Quar-
ters on Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
 
 

24 
5:30p-Worship 
 
 

25 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Worship 
12:00p-Thrivent Meet-
ing 
 

26 
Pastor’s Vacation 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
3:30p-Migrant Farm-
workers 
6:30p-4H Meeting 
 

27 
Pastor’s Vacation 
9:30a-Quilting 
7:15p-Education 
Board Meeting 

28 
Pastor’s Vacation 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
 

29 
Pastor’s Vacation 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 

30 
Pastor’s Vacation 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
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Worship Schedule 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  
 

Christian Education 

Bible Study 

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. 

Elder Schedule: 
3rd Jack Easterwood 
4th Ricky Bertels 
 Willie Crespo 

 
10th Jack Easterwood 

11th Willie Crespo 
 
17th Ricky Bertels 

18th Alan Miller 
 Caleb Thomas 
 

24th Jack Easterwood 
25th Alan Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Committee: 
Cindy Schnell (Chair), 
Judy Schache,  
Samantha Schnell, 
Lauren Schumaker, 
Stephanie Schumaker 
  
Flower Committee: 
Lana Vanderburgh, 
Karen Haase 
 
Kitchen Committee: 
Cindy Schnell 
 
Sound Technicians:  
Jerry Harding, 
Scott Humphrey  
 
Video: 
Abby Humphrey,  
Zach Brown,  
Gracyn VanWey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Labor Day-office closed 

6th Braille in Concordia 

7th Faith Night 

11th Congregation Roof Meeting 

12th Mary Martha Guild Mtg. 

13th Church Council Meeting 

15th The Lunch Bunch 

 Fellowship Board Meeting 

17th Trustees Meeting 

18th Elders’ Meeting 

18th Thrivent Meeting 

20th Mission Board Meeting 

22nd Four Quarters on Christ 

27th Education Board Meeting 

Offerings 

Simply Giving is the online program for donations and offerings. The website has changed 

a bit recently. If you need assistance, please let the office know and we will provide you 

with the steps to start it or help you change where you place your funds.  


