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JULY COUNCIL REVIEW 

By: Alan Miller 

The Tidings August 2022 

I want to thank Rebecca our Church Life Facilitator for her 

dedicated work throughout the church with various 
groups and activities. She assisted with the Shine event 

and VBS again this year, led Zoom bible studies, placed 
scripture on Facebook, scanned untold numbers of bulle-
tins, Tidings and other documents into our new database, 

worked with many other group activities and assisted Cin-
dy on numerous projects. We wish her well with her new 
teaching position in the Odessa School District starting in 

August. She and her family will remain as church mem-
bers.   

 
There was no council meeting in July with several people 
out of town on vacations. Council did submit reports and 

they can be viewed on the Website or through our Moses 
Synology database. Pastor was out of town and returned 

on July 19. Unfortunately, after his return from his family 
trip to Alaska, he tested positive for COVID and was out of 
the office starting on July 20. Pastor/Elder Ricky covered 

the services for July 23 and July 24.  
 
Former church member and Vicar Johnathan Sharp will 

join us in August to preach a sermon at Bethlehem visit-
ing along with wife, Bridgette and son David.  

 
June Treasury Report Summary: Bethlehem received 
$16,815.69, a significant decrease from the previous 
month and below the budgeted amount by $10,065.06.  Op-
erating expenses accounted for $22,239.26 which is under 

the monthly budget by $4,756.01. Cash-on hand, those 

(Continued on page 2) 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 

 

Sunday, August 28-12:30 p.m. 
 
 

Bring a side dish, salad or 
dessert to share 

 
 

Pastor Appreciation 
Volleyball Court Dedication 
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COUNCIL CONTINUED 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 

 
 

 
 
When is the last time you were told “You are a gift with gifts to share?” If someone asked 

you to share your gifts, could you identify them? 
 
Lutheran Hour Ministries, in partnership with the Barna Group, spent last year research-

ing giftedness. We’ve learned that your gifts are the skills, aptitudes, and innate abilities 
that are unique to you. They can be divided into twelve distinct areas. Lutheran Hour has 

developed a tool to help you discover your gifts called the EveryGift Inventory. You can 
take the free inventory at EveryGift.org. The website will also give you the opportunity to 
dig deeper using these resources: 

 
•  Discover Your Gifts by Don Everts 

•  Discover Your Gifts Workbook, by Tony Cook and Don Everts 
•  Gifted For More –A Barna Research Monograph 
 Digital Research Kit 

funds not committed to other items was $39,974.73 which decreased by about $5,000 

since last month. The Building Expansion Fund increased to $409,305.93 for a potential 
future expansion project. Bethlehem’s regular savings account increased slightly to 
$191,621.25.   

 
Elders: Willie has been working with the Elders to begin the process for replacing the Con-

gregational Life Facilitator.   
 
Congregational Life Facilitator: Rebecca assisted Cindy with bulletins, Tidings and contin-

ued to post Facebook scripture readings and birthday/anniversary posts.   
 

Fellowship Board will be meeting to plan upcoming events such as Fellowship Sunday for 
the Sharps and the annual picnic. 
 

Trustees are working with various contractors on bids to repair the roof leaks. We’ve re-
ceived a bid from Triad, Inc. They’ve been checking on the water softener and will decide 

what to do with it after some leaks with the system. Our bookkeeper, Teresa, needs a new 
computer so the trustees will send some information to Byron so he can purchase a new 
one. Other projects being worked on are replacing the wood portion of windows in the con-

ference room and the hallway downstairs. Mid-America Turf and Landscaping dug out the 
Hillsman volleyball court and only charged for gas. The lumber was installed in late July. 
The edging and pole guards were ordered along with the net, accessories and volleyballs. 

Project should be completed by early August in time for the church picnic. 
 

Alan Miller   
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

LIKE THE BEES 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 While there are those who know much more about bees than I (from tending hives), I’ve 
known several beekeepers over the years and have enjoyed gaining firsthand experience from 
them. When it comes to bees, I think it’s safe to say that most of us think right away of all of them 
working together in that hive of activity to produce honey; but there’s also a lot of going away and 
coming back … and flitting from flower to flower … that marks their pollinating tasks.  
 
 As I was weeding our Star of Bethlehem herb garden this past July, I kept company with 
the many bees who were visiting the lavender and flowering oregano and thyme. And as I was in 
Alaska taking in the beautiful abundance of fireweed, I couldn’t help but watch the patient and 
dutiful bees making their rounds there as well.  
 
 Being around those bees reminded me of my visit some years ago to the Saint John’s Abbey 
and University Church in Collegeville, Minnesota, and the massive honeycomb stained glass win-
dow (seen below) which forms the front of that building in which those across the campus of mon-
astery, seminary, university, and preparatory school gather—along with guests—for the Lord’s gifts 
of Baptism, Confession & Absolution, and Holy Communion in their unified life of faith. The name 
of that colorful window is Sursum Corda, the Latin for what we know from the Divine Service: “Lift 
up your hearts” (and the reply all in the congregation say together: “We lift them up to the Lord”). 
During the construction of that vast and open church building from 1958 to 1961, monks, faculty, 
students, and volunteers actually worked together in the no-longer-used campus dairy barns to 
assemble that honeycomb window that, at the time, was one of the largest stained glass windows 
in the world. It truly was a collaborative effort! 

 
The concrete honeycomb structure gives amaz-
ing strength to the window as a whole. Each 
component hexagon works together to support 
every single one around it—and that was inten-
tional in demonstrating how essential all per-
sons are in making a community. Regardless of 
position in life, place of service, learning, teach-
ing, or supporting, all come together as one 
through the water and Spirit, to the Word pro-
claimed and believed, and to the table of 
Christ’s own self given in the bread and wine of 

Holy Communion in order to go back into our various places dedicated to Christ’s mission of cross 
(and resurrection) pollination. Following after the Sursum Corda in the Service of the Sacrament 
are these words we vow to make central to our lives: “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is 
right to give Him thanks and praise.”  
 
 The idol of individualism tells us we don’t need each other and can go our own way and do 
our own thing—forget the Church as the Body of Christ to which we belong by grace! Instead, let’s 
learn from the bees and be more like them, and take to heart and mind and action these words of 
invitation to the Lord’s fullness of life (from Proverbs 24:13-14): Eat honey, for it is good, and the 
drippings of the honeycomb are sweet to your taste. Know that wisdom is such to your soul; if you 
find it, there will be a hope for your future, and your hope will not be cut off. 
 

Your Companion in Christ,  
+Pr. Joel 



 

4 

REBECCA STEWART 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE FACILITATOR 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

As Christians, we often ask the Lord to help guide us to 

the path He has planned for us. As our faith grows, we 
come to desire serving Him more and more. We must 

“continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving,” Colossians 4:2. Often, this means that we 
want God to lead us on a journey of our choosing. How-

ever, more often than not, if we truly follow the Lord we 
will be led down paths that we are hesitant to take due to 

fear, uncertainty of the unknown, or other reasons. These are times that our faith, 
strength, and love are tested along the journey.   
 

When praying, we pray for specific problems and ask for specific solutions. We already 
know what we want and need before asking God for his divine help. However, this type of 
prayer often leaves us disappointed in Him, confused, and at a loss for our unanswered 

prayers. This is because we are not truly trusting in Him to solve the problem or lead us.  
Instead, we all need to practice praying to God and letting Him respond to our prayers 

with God’s Will and in God’s Time. “For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven,” Ecclesiastes 3:1. We need to faithfully, practice letting Him lead us 

and guide us in the life long journey. 
 
In 2020, I was blessed to become the Congrega-

tional Life Facilitator here at Bethlehem. For me 
this was truly a dream come true. I finally received 
my dream job! Two years later, I am praying for the 

Lord’s guidance in my life and He really changes 
my world. He is sending me back into the mission 

field of teaching middle school mathematics. I per-
sonally do not understand the reason yet, but I 
know that He will use me in this position for His 

plan. While I will miss having my dream job, I do look forward to seeing what He has in 
store for me next. “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future,’” Jeremiah 29:11. 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 

 

 

UCM-August 15 

St. Paul’s Concordia-August 15 

Crest Ridge-August 22 

Knob Noster-August 22 

Warrensburg-August 24 
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MARY MARTHA GUILD 
By: Darlene Laubenstein, President 

Rummage Sale, Friday, August 12 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and 
Saturday, August 13 from 8am-1pm. Drop off of items will begin 

on Monday, August 1st. Make sure all items are CLEAN AND IN 

WORKING ORDER.  Place items in the Preschool room downstairs.  
Do not bring big items until the week of the sale. Watch for 
further details and a work schedule posted near the mailboxes. 

Contact call Peggy Hoyer or Barb Chasar with any questions. 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

MARY MARTHA GET-TOGETHER 

In lieu of having a pool party this year, plans had to be changed with our potluck being 
held at the church.  We had a great turnout and the food was delicious. Thank you Penny 
Humphrey for the beautiful, delicious cake. Thank you Karen for hosting and congratula-

tions to Rebecca on her new adventure teaching middle school. 

UPCOMING MARY MARTHA GUILD/LWML EVENTS 

September 12-Monthly Meeting 

October 1-2-LWML Weekend 
October 22-Concordia Zone Fall Rally 

November 12-Ladies Brunch 

Choose JOY! 
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FAITH OPPORTUNITIES 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Saturday services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also 
watch Sunday’s service live on Facebook, YouTube or on the webpage at blchurch.com. 

 
WEDNESDAY OUTDOOR SERVICE 

We’ll be having our final devotional service outside on Wednesday, August 3rd from 

7:00-7:30 p.m.; same spot, under the cottonwood tree. We’ll focus on the next bit of the 
Lord’s Prayer: As It Is In Heaven. 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Sunday Bible Study is currently exploring the last section (“Bodily Life in God’s Heavenly 

Creation”) of the book Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New Creation. Plan to join us 
in the conference room from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m.!  
 

Wednesday Bible Study has finished the book of Habakkuk and will begin looking at 
Zephaniah. Join us in the conference room from 10:30 to noon. 

 
YOUTH EDUCATION 

Sunday School for Preschool through 12th grade is being held on Sundays at 9:15 

a.m. in the fellowship hall downstairs. The curriculum during the summer is based off 
the VBS theme “The Tree of Life”.  These are great opportunities for your children to grow 

in knowledge of Scripture and in trust toward their Savior!  

STRENGTH TRAINING 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for this free, 
low impact exercise class on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. It is 
open to anyone, all ages & abilities. Contact 
Judy Smith with any questions.  
 

MOMS AND TOTS 
Check out the Moms and Tots Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church Facebook page for weekly 
updates. Join us on Mondays at 10:00 

a.m. at the park. If you have questions, 
contact Rebecca Holland. 

GAMES AND CARDS GROUP 

The Games and Card Group meets 
on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth 

room downstairs. Anyone, men and women, 
are welcome to come. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Melvin Theroff. 
 

THE LUNCH BUNCH 
The Lunch Bunch, (formerly Merry Widows 

and Friends) will be meeting on August 18 
at 11:30 a.m. in the church fellowship hall 

Bring your lunch and a friend to join us for 
some fellowship time with each other.  

GROUPS 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

CAMPUS MINISTRY WEEKEND—AUGUST 14-9:15 A.M. 
 

(Combined Sunday School/Adult Bible Class) 

 
Light Breakfast will be provided by the Fellowship Committee.  
Jonathan Sharp and his family will be here to talk about the UCM 

Campus, their experiences as well as preach during this weekend.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

VOLLEYBALL COURT PROGRESS 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

 

DEDICATION OF THE 

WILLIAM J. HILLSMAN VOLLEYBALL COURT 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON AUGUST 28, 2022 

DURING THE ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
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Being able to attend two Na-

tional Youth Gatherings during 

my high school years have 

been amongst the greatest ex-

periences in my life. I believe 

attending these gatherings 

have helped in growing in my 

Lutheran faith. In 2019 I went 

to Minneapolis, Minnesota 

where the theme of the gather-

ing was “Real. Present. God!“ 

This year I went to Houston, 

Texas and our theme was “In. 

All. Things.” Although they 

were completely different loca-

tions and some different group 

activities, they were a lot alike 

and very moving. 

There were several sessions we 

could attend with various top-

ics including: life after high 

school, dealing with drama, 

relationships, helping people 

through suicide, depression, 

anxiety, body dysphoria, and 

other mental or physical disor-

ders. These were interesting 

and we got to choose the ses-

sion topics we wanted to at-

tend. At the end of each gath-

ering we joined in a group of 

about 20,000 teenagers plus 

our leaders in the Minute Maid 

Stadium. During the longer 

sessions, (Mass Events) at the 

end of the day, the topics were 

very difficult topics about what 

we as teenagers deal with on a 

day to day basis. Things like 

anxiety, where we worry about 

if we are able to get everything 

we need to get done in a day; 

bullying, how we have so many 

places where we can get bul-

lied, and not just in school but 

online and social media; school 

shootings, how most teenagers 

and young adults are terrified 

to go to school somedays be-

cause we are worried that we 

might be shot or killed. But 

they didn’t just talk about the 

bad things that are happing 

with us, but how God is with 

us through all of it and how all 

these words are middle words, 

how they are not the end of all 

ends, how Jesus is the end of 

all ends, how grace is the end 

of all ends, and how life is the 

end of all ends. We also had 

fireworks on the opening night, 

the band “King and Country” 

played for us one night, and 

we had a mass communion 

service on the closing morning 

that was awesome to be a part 

of, with so many others in our 

Lutheran faith sharing the 

body and blood of Christ to-

gether. 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported me and prayed for 

me while I was at the Gather-

ing. I feel the love from this 

congregation and I am super 

excited to continue to live and 

grow in my faith. I hope that I 

will be able to go to the next 

National Youth Gathering in 

New Orleans in 2025 as a 

Young Adult Volunteer to con-

tinue serving Christ through 

supporting the younger teens. 

 

By: Abby Humphrey 

2022 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 
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COMMUNITY EVENT 

Warrensburg Christian School 

132 E Gay-612 Young St. 

Warrensburg, MO 64093 

 

Liz Fatka, School Director                                            Felisa Brown, Assistant Director 

Jen Goubeaux, School Administrator  

 

July 21, 2022 

 

Dear Members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

 

I wanted to thank you for your donation to our scholarship fund at Warrensburg Christian 

School. We implemented a scholarship fund this past school year which allows families to 

apply for a reduced tuition rate. This upcoming school year (2022-2023) we were able to 

give 4 families a $400 scholarship for the school year. The families were notified this week 

and were so thankful they were the recipient of the scholarship. Private school education 

is expensive as we are based solely on tuition. Families want their child to have a great ed-

ucation that is Christ-centered but yet affordable. You have made that possible for some of 

our families and we greatly appreciate your generosity. We will continue to pray for Bethle-

hem and it’s continued work in the mission field. Thank you again and please let us know 

if there is anything we can do for your congregation.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Liz Fatka 

WCS Director 

660-909-2278               website: wcswarrensburg.com 

 
Live Music 

Face Painting 
Food Trucks 

Obstacle Course 
 

612 E. Young 
Warrensburg 

 
 

 
Exotic Animals 

Dunk Tank 
Blow-Ups 

Live Music 
 

Thur. August 11  
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

Warrensburg Christian School 
Presents a Community Carnival 

Over 20 Carnival Games 
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MEMBER UPDATES 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES IN AUGUST 

Jerry & Lori Bell     3rd 
Larry & Karen Haase     6th 
Ted & Linda Tomblinson    6th 

Thomas & Elizabeth Fatka    7th 
Phil & Tiffany Frerking     18th 

Benjamin & Cindy Smith    25th 
Rev. Ricky & Janice Bertels    29th 
Marvin & Wanda Kreisel     31st 

BAPTISIMAL MILESTONES 
 

Baptismal Milestones are published to 
commemorate the first year, every fifth year 
and dates over 70 years.  
 

Rose Ann Steitz  3rd/80 yrs 

Larry Smith   11th/65 yrs 

Maxine Jaeger  22nd/78 yrs 

Skylar Steitz 2nd 

Rebecca Stewart 3rd 

Jack Easterwood 6th 

Kevin Hill 6th 

Felisa Brown 7th 

Preston Schlueter 8th 

Bob Johansen 10th 

Alan Miller                     11th 

Ron McComas 12th 

Christopher Meloy 13th 

Dinah Orr 14th 

Roger Harms 15th 

Christoph Marsh 17th 

Judy Smith 18th 

Larry Smith 18th 

Judy Florida 19th 

Phoebe Kaiser 19th 

Holli Burge 20th 

Peggy Hostetler 20th 

Robin Poese 20th 

Darla Malcolm 22nd 

Johnny Nichol 23rd 

Maryanna Savery 25th 

Cody Droege 28th 

Larry Haase 29th 

Zachary Brown 30th 

Benjamin Smith 30th 

Grow in Christ!  Live in Love!  Share the Faith! 

ESTHER AND THE LATE CHARLES KESEMAN RECEPTION 
 

What a blessing it has been to have had Charles and Esther Keseman in our spiritual and 
personal lives for so many years. Best wishes for Esther on her new adventures in life. 

Thanks to MMG and Thrivent for the reception and Larry Haase and Sheree Moody for the 
many pictures to remember this occasion.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 
 

1 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise  
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-Scouts 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
7:00p-Outdoor Ser-
vice 
 
  
 
 
 

4 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
 
 

6 
5:30p-Holy Commun-
ion 
 

7 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Commun-
ion 
12p-Rummage Sale 
Setup 
 
 
 

8 
Pastor’s Day Off 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
7:00p-Church Coun-
cil Meeting 
 
 
 

10 
10:30a-Bible Study 
 
  
 
 
 

11 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
10:00a-Rummage 
Sale 
 

13 
8:00a-Rummage Sale 
5:30p-Worship & 
Campus Weekend 
 
 

14 
9:15a-Combined Fel-
lowship/Christian 
Education 
10:30a-Worship & 
Campus Weekend 
2:30p-Country Club  
Service 
 
 
 
 

15 
UCM & St. Paul’s 
Concordia-1st Day of 
School 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-Scouts 
 
 
 

16 
6:00p-Mission Board 
Meeting 
 
 
 

17 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 

18 
11:30a-The Lunch 
Bunch 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
5:30p-Fellowship 
Board Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 

20 
11:00a-Trustees’ 
Meeting 
5:30p-Holy Commun-
ion 
 
 

21 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Holy Commun-
ion  
 

22 
Pastor’s Day Off 
Crest Ridge/Knob 
Noster-1st Day of 
School 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
6:30p-4H Meeting 
 
 

23 
7:15p-Education 
Board Meeting 

24 
Warrensburg-1st Day 
of School 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
1:00p-Games and 
Card Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
9:30a-Exercise 
Class 
 
 

27 
5:30p-Worship 
 
 

28 
9:15a-Christian Edu-
cation 
10:30a-Worship 
12:30p-Church picnic  
 

29 
Pastor’s Day Off 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:00a-Moms and 
Tots at the Park 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 

31 
9:30a-Exercise Class 
10:30a-Bible Study 

 

—————————RUMMAGE SALE SETUP—————————— 
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Worship Schedule 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  
 

Christian Education 

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. 

Elder Schedule: 
 
6th Willie Crespo 
7th Caleb Thomas 
 Alan Miller 
 
 
13th Willie Crespo 
14th Alan Miller 
 
 
20th Jack Easterwood 
21st Caleb Thomas 
 Alan Miller 
 
 
27th Ricky Bertels 
28th Willie Crespo 
 
 
 
 

Altar Committee: 
Cindy Schnell (Chair), 
Judy Schache,  
Samantha Schnell, 
Lauren Schumaker, 
Stephanie Schumaker 
  
Flower Committee: 
Lana Vanderburgh, 
Karen Haase 
 
Kitchen Committee: 
Cindy Schnell 
 
Sound Technicians:  
Jerry Harding, 
Scott Humphrey  
 
Video: 
Abby Humphrey,  
Zach Brown,  
Gracyn VanWey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Scouts 

3rd Outside Service 

7-11  Rummage Sale Setup 

9th Church Council Meeting 

12-13 Rummage Sale 

14th Fellowship w/the Sharps 

15th Scouts 

16th Mission Board Meeting 

18th Lunch Bunch 

 Fellowship Board Meeting 

20th Trustees’ Meeting 

22nd 4-H 

23rd Education Board Meeting 

28th Church Picnic 

Offerings 

Simply Giving is the online program for donations and offerings. The website has changed 

a bit recently. If you need assistance, please let the office know and we will provide you 

with the steps to start it or help you change where you place your funds.  


