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+ The 6th Sunday After Pentecost +

Independence Day
July 4, 2021

AS WE GATHER

When Israel was in exile, God called Ezekiel to speak for Him to tell the truth to
Israel. The Lord made no promises about results, but at least the people would
recognize that a prophet had been among them. After His hometown did not believe
His Messiahship, Jesus still sent out the Twelve to the surrounding towns. Not only
did He instruct them about what to do or say, He also prepared them for rejection
and how to respond to it. Now it is our turn, as we are called to tell others the truth
about sin and grace. But we might think we are not up to the task. Here, Paul is our
model, for he was well aware of his limitations, including his thorn in the flesh.
Rather than keep silent, he spoke and wrote, confident that God’s power was made
perfect in weakness. Our worship today is a reminder that above all else, the truth
reveals God’s great love for us in Christ.

REGARDING COMMUNION When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of blessing
we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing in the
body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 10:16-17).
As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Jesus comes
to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life of faith and
following him. Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of
Holy Communion, if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
congregation and have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with
the pastor or elder prior to communing with us the first time. Those not
communing are invited to cross their arms over their chests and approach the
pastor for a blessing during the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you
from partaking of regular wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle
of the tray. If you would like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular
basis, please ask the pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation.

Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



Prelude

Lorraine Miller, Gary Moege

(“What a Friend We Have In Jesus”, “A Shield About Me”,
“All Heaven Declares”, “Amazing Love”)

Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn.........................

“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” #856
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Christ, who called the Twelve
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1 O To rise and fol - low You, For -
2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for a - ges sealed, Whose
3 O Christ, who led the Twelve A - mong the des - o - late And
4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d nev - er trod To
5 O Christ, thea - pos-tles’ Lord, The mar - tyrs’strength and song, The
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sak - ing old, fa - mil -1iar ways For ven - tures bold and new:
words and works a - wak-ened faith, The ways of God re - vealed:

broke as bread of life for all

Your love com - pas - sion - ate:

serve, to suf - fer, teach, pro-claim The near - er reign of God:
cru - ci-fied and ris - en King To whom the saints be - long:
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Grant us to hear Your call To risk se -cu-r1 -ty And,
In - struct us now, we pray, By Your em-pow’r-ing Word. True
Lead us a-long the ways Where hope has near-ly died And
Send us on ways where faith Tran-scends ti - mid - 1 - ty, Where
Though gen-er - a - tions pass, Our  trib-ute still we bring, Our
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bound in heart and will to You, Find per - fect lib-er - ty.
teach - er, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.
help us climb the lone -1ly hills Where love is cru-ci - fied.
love in - forms and hope sus-tains Both life and min-is - try.
hymns a sac-ri - fice of praise, Our lives an of - fer - ing.

Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Tune: Public Domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555



Divine Service, Setting One
Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution..............nccss page 151
) Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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Amen.
Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn ... “Create in Me”, #956
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new
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a right spir - it with-in me. Cast me not a - way
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from Thy pres - ence; and take  not Thy Ho-ly Spir - it
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from me. Re-store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va-tion;
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and up-hold me with Thy free spir - it A - men.
Text and tune: Public domain
KYTI@......oe s pages 152-153

(sung) In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

This is the Feast ... sssessens page 155

(sung) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

SAIULALION ... page 156
(sung) The Lord be with you.



And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect of the Day ... (spoken in unison)
y p

O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy. Grant us
the fullness of Your grace that we may be called to repentance and made partakers
of Your heavenly treasures; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
(0] U [ WX 2 100 1<) 0 U R Ezekiel 2:1-5

He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and | will speak with you.”
And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my feet, and |
heard him speaking to me. And he said to me, “Son of man, | send you to the
people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and their
fathers have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants also are
impudent and stubborn: | send you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord God.” And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house) they will know that a prophet has been among them.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual.......... i ———— (spoken in unison)

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.

EpiStle..... s 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

| must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, | will go on
to visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in Christ who fourteen years
ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body |
do not know, God knows. And | know that this man was caught up into paradise—
whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows— and he heard
things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man | will
boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if |
should wish to boast, | would not be a fool, for | would be speaking the truth. But |
refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears
from me. So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the



revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me,
to keep me from being too elated. Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of
Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and VerSe ... ssessssssenss page 156

(sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL... s Mark 6:1-13

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples
followed him. And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many
who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things?
What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands?
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at
him. And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his
hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” And he could do no
mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed
them. And he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.

And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave
them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— but to wear
sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a
house, stay there until you depart from there. And if any place will not receive you
and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your
feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that people
should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who
were sick and healed them.



[P) Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day .........cccoeuerununee, “God Has Spoken by His Prophets” #583
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1 God has spo-ken by His proph-ets, Spo - ken His un - chang-ing Word;
2 God has spo-ken by Christ Je - sus, Christ, the ev-er - last - ing Son,
3 God is speak-ing by His Spir - it, Speak-ing to our hearts a- gain,
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Each from age to age pro-claim-ing God, the one, the righ-teous Lord.
Bright-ness of the Fa-ther’s glo - ry, With the Fa-ther ev - er one;
In the age-less Word de - clar - ing His own mes-sage, now as then.
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In theworld’s de-spair and tur-moil, One firm an - chor holds us fast:

Spo - ken by the Word In - car-nate, God of God, be - fore time was;
Through the rise and fall of na-tions One sure faith yet stand-ing fast;
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God 1s king, His throne e - ter - nal; God the first, and God the last.
Light of Light, to earth de-scend-ing, He re-veals our God to us.

God a-bides, His Word un-chang-ing; God the first, and God the last.

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Tune: Public domain

Sit
Sermon...........cooeeerreneen. “Multiplication (& Subtraction) the Lord’s Way”
Stand

Nicene Creed.......... s page 158

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,



begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) ... who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Offering

Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the west entrance.

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)



L0 §=] 1 10) g PP pages 159-160

(sung) What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?

| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.

| will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament

Communion LITULZY ... pages 160-162

(sung) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary. . . evermore praising You and singing:

SANCRUUS ... page 161

(sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth . ..
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LOTd’S Prayer ... snens page 162

[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

ABNUS Dl page 163

(sung) Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a
blessing). Distribution is happening at the altar rail, with both chalice and
individual cups available.

Communion HYMNS ..., Instrumental
(Medley of “Trust and Obey”, “What Is This Bread?”)

“O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing” #635
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10O gra - cious Lord, I firm-1ly am be-liev - ing
2 Lord, I have sinned, a thou-sand times of - fend - ing;
3 You see my sin yet seat me at Your ta - ble;
4 0O Lamb of God, my faith - ful, lov - ing Sav - ior,
5 Heav - en - ly Bread, my life and ben - e - dic - tion,
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Your bound - less love will bless each faith - ful soul,
My thank - less thoughts and words and deeds e - rase,
Lord, as a  guest, I sure - ly am the least:
You I em - brace in faith and ho - ly love;

This cup You give can take a - way each ill
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As from this al - tar we are here re-ceiv - ing
To me Your hand of mer-cy now ex-tend - ing,
Un - clean, un - fit, of  wor -thy deeds un - a - ble—
Grant me the strength to show by my be-hav - ior
Come and re - lieve my soul from all af - flic - tion;
o) — pr—
b — ., 4 ° . —
:j} - > o o -

Your bod - y and Your blood to make us  whole,

@) God, my Sav - ior, I im - plore Your grace,
My heart pre - pare for this most ho - ly feast,
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove,

b

Calm ev - ry sigh un - til my heart is still,

o)
b e | | i I i
?gy e+ —° — =
Your bod - vy and Your blood to make us whole.
O God, my Sav - ior, I im - plore Your grace.
My heart pre - pare for this most ho - ly  feast.
A life now hid -den in Your reign a - bove.

Calm ev - ry sigh un - til my heart is still.

Text (sts. 1s—5s) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1-5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

“How Firm a Foundation” #728
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through - out all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel-lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
| will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;

My  grace, all - suf - fi - cient, will be  your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un-change - a - ble love;



I | |

= — o 1 F —
What more can He say than to you He has said
I’'ll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
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The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Who un - to the Sav - i1or for ref - uge have fled?

Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.

I'll nev - er, no nev - er, no nev -er, for-sake!

Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.

Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Post Communion Canticle..............ccooeeuu.e.e. “Thank the Lord” page 164

(sung) Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post Communion Collect.............oosecscseerceens page 166

P) Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BenediCtion...........ocsce st page 166

(sung) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.



Sending Hymn...........cooovvvrncnenencnrenns “Before You, Lord, We Bow” #966
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1 Be - fore You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns a - bove
2 The na-tion You have blest May well Your love de - clare,
3 May ev - ry moun-tain height, Each vale and for - est green,
4 Earth, hear your Mak -er’s voice; Your great Re - deem - er own;
5 And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our na - tive land
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And rules the world be - low, Bound-less in pow’r and love. Our thanks
From foes and fears at rest, Pro - tect-ed by Your care. For this

Shine in Your Word’s pure light, And its rich fruits be seen! May ev -
Be - lieve, o - bey, re - joice, And wor-ship Him a - lone. Cast down
From all its rend-ing tombs Send forth a glo-rious band, A count-
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we bring In joy and praise, Our hearts we raise To You, our King!
bright day, For this fair land— Gifts of Yourhand—Our thankswe pay.
ry tongue Be tuned to praise And join to raise A grate-ful song.
your pride, Your sin de - plore, And bow be - fore The Cru - ci - fied.
less throng, With joy to sing To heav’n’s high King Sal - va-tion’s song!
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Tune and text: Public domain

Dismissal ... (Bethlehem’s Mission)

P] Grow in Christ,
Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude........ e “Go Out As People of God”

Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV° Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Next week’s readings:
OT: Amos 7:7-15; Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14; Gospel: Mark 6:14-29

Attendance Last Saturday: 23 Attendance Last Sunday: 54
Total Offering: $28,173.86 Missions: $40.00
Home Use: $1,187.00 Benevolences: $26,946.86




Serving us today:

= Lo [T TR PURURRRRR Willie Crespo, Jeremy VanWey
IMIUSICIANS v e e e e e e ran e e eas Lorraine Miller, Gary Moege
Altar Committee.......cccceeeeeennnnnn. Cindy Schnell (Chair), Diana Hoemann, Judy Schache

Samantha Schnell, Stephanie Schumaker
Flower COmmittee .....ccceeeeeeeeveeeveiiiicceeeeeeeee, Karen Haase (Chair), Lana Vanderburgh

This Week’s Schedule
Monday-5 Holiday-Office Closed
Tuesday-6 Pastor’s Holiday Off
12:00 p.m. Braille in Concordia
Wednesday-7 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
10:30a.m. Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Midweek Devotional Communion Service
Thursday-8 1:00 p.m. Card Group
7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study—“Psalms-Poetry on Fire”
Friday-9 9:30a.m. Exercise Class
Saturday-10 5:00 p.m. Children’s Message
5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship/Mission Speaker
Sunday-11 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
9:15a.m. Jr.and Sr. Youth Sunday School
Guest Bible Study Presenter—Dr. Mendedo
9:45 a.m. Preschool/Elementary Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service/Mission Speaker
2:30 p.m. Country Club Worship Service resumes

Summer Mission Observance

Dr. Tilahun Mekonen Mendedo (originally from Ethiopia, former president of
Concordia University—Selma, Alabama, and currently the Executive Development
Officer for Lutheran Bible Translators) will be here to preach, teach, and speak next
weekend—lJuly 10 & 11—while nearby in Concordia for their yearly Mission
Institute. He'll be preaching at the Saturday outdoor service, and those wanting to
have conversation with him over dinner afterwards are welcome to do so—letting
Darlene Laubenstein or Pr. Joel know by the 9. Dr. Mendedo will be a guest Bible
Study presenter on Sunday morning (from 9:15 to 10:10 in the conference room)—
to which all are welcome—plus preaching in the morning service. Spread the word
and aim to be here!



Prayers

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, undergoing and recovering from
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Paula Brewer,
Ray & Mary Carstensen, Denise (Penny Humphrey’s sister), Marion & Leona Droege,
Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Creed Kueker (the young
son of Trinity— Clinton’s pastor & his wife), Katie Kurz, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan
(Nicole Clemons’ father), Lynn Lowe, Kathy Marshall, Vivian Meyer (young daughter
of Kaye Fair’s close friend), Johnny Nichol, Jim Rudy, Pat Strayhorn (friend of a
member) and Bryan Tebbenkamp.

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Bridgette & Jonathan Sharp, Corinne & Jeremy
Allison, Bekah & Chris Kelley, and Kara & JeVon Savage. May the Lord grant good
health and joyful expectation!

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Ethan Hillsman, Chance Hillsman and Logan LeBaige.

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be
thankful enough for the gift of each other!

Worship Services

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also watchitlive on Facebook or
YouTube, or go to it directly from the webpage at blchurch.com.

Saturdays begin at 5:00 p.m. with a Children’s Message, and services start at 5:30
out back under the cottonwood tree (through September 4t). In case of inclement
weather, the service will be moved indoors. All of the Saturday services are non-
Communion devotional services.

Wednesday Communion Services are being held at 7:00 p.m. on the Wednesday
following the 1%, 3<or 5%"Communion Sunday—the next will be July
7th. These devotional services are focused on a different one of the nine fruits of
the Spirit each time. Consider making this part of your spiritual growth this
summer!



Sunday School for Preschool/Elementary

Children’s faith lessons are held each Saturday at 5:00 p.m. near the cottonwood
tree out back, half an hour before the Saturday service. Sunday’s faith lessons are
happening at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall downstairs. These are great
opportunities for your children to grow in knowledge of Scripture and in trust
toward their Savior!

Faith Discussion and Bible Study

“Reading Romans” Study on Sunday Mornings! We're working through the
remaining chapters of this important biblical letter, and you’re more than welcome
to join us in the conference room from 9:15-10:10 a.m. as we cover a lot of good
ground yet together!

Sunday Youth Bible Study—Jeremy VanWey is currently leading a study that is
exploring C.S. Lewis’s classic on the wily ways of evil, The Screwtape Letters. Make
sure to make it, and spread the word to others so that a good group can work
through it together!

Zoom Bible Study—“Psalms: Poetry on Fire” by Brian Simmons. We will discuss
poetry of praises, prayers, and laments. We will discover the heart of God, explore
the heart of God, experience the heart of God, and share the heart of
God. This Zoom Bible study will be on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday & Saturday Bible Studies—Wednesday’s 10:30 a.m.—12 noon study
on 1 Peter has resumed; all are invited to join in this gathering in our conference
room. Saturday Bible studies will resume in September, after Labor Day.

Opportunities to Serve

Bethlehem’s Vegetable Garden was converted to raised beds this year and is
growing thanks to the recent rains balancing out all the heat. We're also glad to have
a neighboring family helping out with everything and growing a box of their own!
Would you like to be in the group of reqular garden helpers? Talk to Shawn Lindley
or Pr. Joel to get in the garden group and find out what needs to be done and when.
Many thanks!

Fellowship

Pool Party—July 12 at 5:00 p.m. will be the annual MMG Pool Party at Larry and
Karen Haase’s house. All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend. Bring
your swimsuits and a dish to share. Meat and drinks will be provided.



Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith.

The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Anyone, men and women are welcome to come and play board games or
cards. Bring a game and a friend. If you have any questions, please contact
Melvin Theroff.

Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate

on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. You may also place your offering in the plate in the Narthex.

Elders

Willie Crespo (last name begins A-H) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com
Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Caleb Thomas (last name begins Mc-R) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins S-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com
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Contact Information

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093

Our Mission
- Grow in Christ - Live in Love - Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am—-5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com Facebook: blcwarrensburg

Office Manager: Congregational Life Facilitator: Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith Rebecca Stewart Teresa Hillsman
Monday—Friday: 8am-5pm Tue & Thurs: 8am-4pm Tuesday: 3pm—-6pm
660-747-6742 clf@blchurch.com Thurs. by appointment
officemanager@blchurch.com financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.
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