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November 6-7, 2021
AS WE GATHER
How blessed you are! Yes, you! Right here, right now, the Lord Jesus is ready to speak
His blessings over you. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they shall be satisfied” (Matthew 5:6). Jesus promises to satisfy you as you lay your
sins at His feet and receive the blessing of His forgiveness this day. But not only are you
blessed right here and now, you are forever blessed! “Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). One day, Jesus will wonderfully bless you and
all His saints by welcoming you into His presence forever. God grant you the heart to
receive and share all the blessings He so freely gives.
REGARDING COMMUNION When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of blessing
we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing in the
body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 10:16-17).
As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Jesus comes
to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life of faith and
following him. Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of
Holy Communion, if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
congregation and have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with
the pastor or elder prior to communing with us the first time. Those not
communing are invited to cross their arms over their chests and approach the
pastor for a blessing during the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you
from partaking of regular wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle
of the tray. If you would like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular
basis, please ask the pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation.
Liturgical Color:
White is the color of purity and is associated with
festivals of Christ and his Church.

Prelude ............. Gary Moege, Lorraine Miller (Sat) and Sheri Mattson (Sun)
Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn ........................................... “For All the Saints” #677 (1-3)

Tune and text: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting Two
Confession and Absolution
(Saturday Only: Verses & responses are spoken, but longer portions are sung.)
The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 167
P
C
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn ....................................... “Jesus Sat with His Disciples” #932

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Kyrie ....................................................................................................... pages 168-169

Hymn of Praise ....................................................... “This Is the Feast” page 171

Salutation ....................................................................................................... page 172

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all times
and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that,
together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for
those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

First Reading ........................................................................... Revelation 7:2-17
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been
given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I
heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of
Israel:
12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever
and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in
white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And
he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,

nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual ......................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Epistle.......................................................................................................1 John 3:1-3
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 173

Holy Gospel .................................................................................. Matthew 5:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day ...............................................“For All the Saints” #677 (4-8)

Tune and text: Public domain

Sit

Sermon........................................................... “Living the Community of Saints”
Stand

Nicene Creed................................................................................................. page 174
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All Saints’ Remembrance
(A candle will be lit for each of the three members of our church family who left the
assembly of the saints below for the saints above between today and last All Saints’
Day—Eugene Jaeger, Douglas Reith and Sharon Hochsprung—plus one for the
people we call to mind from our other circles in life, one for all who’ve died of COVID,
and one for all of the healthcare workers who’ve died tending to the sick during this
pandemic.)

Choir Anthem .............................................“Clouds of Witnesses Surround Us”
(Sunday Only—Congregation will join in on the last verse)

Prayer of the Church ................................................................................ page 175
P
C
P
C
Sit

Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.
...
Amen.

Offering
Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the west entrance.
“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

Offertory ............................................................................................................ page 176

Service of the Sacrament
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 177-178

Sanctus ............................................................................................................. page 178

Prayer of Thanksgiving .......................................................................... page 178
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth . . .
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 179
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord ............................................................................. page 179
Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 180
Agnus Dei........................................................................................................ page 180

Sit (until motioned to rise & proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing).

Communion Hymns ....... “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” #680 (Sunday)

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Communion Hymn ....................................................................... “Instrumental”

Post Communion Canticle ....................................................................... page 181

Post Communion Collect.......................................................................... page 183
P Let us pray. . . . . who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 183
Sending Hymn ........................... “Singing with All the Saints in Glory” #671

Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Text: Public Domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ........... Gary Moege, Lorraine Miller (Sat) and Sheri Mattson (Sun)
Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Next week’s readings:

1st: Daniel. 12:1-3; Epistle: Hebrew 10:11-25; Gospel: Mark 13:1-13
Attendance: Last Saturday: 25
Total Offering: $5,775.54
Home Use: $4,816.00

Attendance Last Sunday: 75
Missions: $450.00
Benevolences: $509.54

Serving us today:
Elders.............................. Jack Easterwood (Sat), Jeremy VanWey, Willie Crespo (Sun)
Musician ........................... Gary Moege, Lorraine Miller (Sat) and Sheri Mattson (Sun)
Altar Committee.................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick,
Beryl Lindley, Susie Mills, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee ........................................................Eunice Cobb (Chair), Lori Sloan
This Week’s Schedule
Sunday-7
12:00 p.m.
Monday-8
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday-9
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday-10 9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Thursday-11
9:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
Friday-12
9:30 a.m.
Saturday-13
5:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
Sunday-14
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:30 p.m.

Annual Meeting
Exercise Class
Moms and Tots
Mary Martha Guild Meeting
Pastor at Monthly Circuit Meeting
Quilting
Church Council Meeting
Exercise Group
Bible Study
Veteran’s Day
Pastor at Warrensburg Christian School
Games and Card Group
Exercise Group
Worship
Bible Study
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class
Worship
Country Club Service

Prayers
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, undergoing and recovering from
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Pr. Ricky Bertels,
Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Sue Cottrill, Marion & Leona Droege, Paula
and Jack Easterwood, Renae Ernesti (Charlene McCarter’s niece), Wilma Gertz,
Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Roberta Kohler, Creed Kueker, Marty

Lehn, Lynn Lowe, Bertina Markworth, Ron McComas, Johnny Nichol, Ron Niemeyer,
Jim Rudy, and Joe Zeman.
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Gabe Crespo, Chance Hillsman.
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be
thankful enough for the gift of each other!
Worship Services
Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also
watch Sunday’s Service live on Facebook and YouTube, or go to it directly from the
webpage at blchurch.com.
Sunday School and Christian Education
Sunday School for PreK-12th grade begins at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This
is a great opportunity for children and youth to grow in knowledge of Scripture and
in love toward the Lord and our neighbors, as Jesus said matters most!
Faith Discussion and Bible Study
Saturday Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew follows the evening service (from
6:45 to 7:30 p.m. in the conference room) if enough people are present to have a
class. Consider joining us as we explore the life and ministry of Jesus.
A New Sunday Bible Study has started which is perfect for this ending time of the
Church Year & start of the new one when we reflect on “last things.” Death, Heaven,
Resurrection, and the New Creation will clear up popular misconceptions and root
you more firmly in believing and living through Christ’s own life, death, and
resurrection. Plan on joining us on that Sunday, and beyond, in the conference room
from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m.
Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us About the Nature of God and His Love for
Us—a recent book by medical doctor and conservationist Matthew Sleeth—is the
topic of our Faith Night sessions on the first Wednesday of each month through
December; which makes the last session (“The Fruit of the Tree & The Trees of Our
Lives”) on December 1st from 5:30-6:45 p.m. in the fellowship hall—before the first

Advent midweek service. Bring your own dinner and join the discussion. Everyone
is welcome!
Fellowship
Mary Martha Guild will meet on Monday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. Join us for the
evening program—which includes a devotional prayer service—followed by a
meeting and the election of officers. The Guild President position is the only spot
currently open; prayerfully consider offering yourself for this position if you are able
to serve in this way.
Merry Widows/Friends will be meeting on Thursday, November 18 at 11:30 a.m.
A Thanksgiving meal will be provided for everyone along with desserts. Bring
yourself and a friend to celebrate this day of Thanks!
Exercise Class is held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the
Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or women.
For more information, contact Judy Smith.
The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Anyone, men and women, are welcome to come and play board games or
cards. Bring a game and a friend. If you have any questions, please contact
Melvin Theroff.
The Quilting Group meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from
9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (September through May). Anyone is welcome to help with
this project. No special sewing skills needed. Bring your own lunch. If you have any
questions, please contact Georgia Luker.
Events & Opportunities
Holiday Parade—Bethlehem will be participating in the Holiday Parade on December
3rd at 6:00 p.m. If you would like to be a part of the float (either working on it and/or
participating in the parade), please contact the office. We will need children and
adults in costume, walkers and riders the evening of the parade. This is a LIGHTED
parade, so all float items and walkers have to be illuminated.
Concordia Seminary Concert Series—Jerrode Marsh will be participating in an After
Chapel Concert at the Chapel of St. Timothy & St. Titus in St. Louis on November 9
from 9:55 a.m.-10:15 a.m. These are mini concerts featuring musicians from on and
off campus sharing their musical talents on a variety of instruments. Jerrode will be
playing piano music from France and Spain. This will be livestreamed at csl.edu/live.
Festival of Sharing Quilt Auction--The Festival of Sharing hosts an annual quilt
auction to raise funds for the Church World Service Blankets Program

(www.cwsblankets.org) which helps people rebuild their lives after disasters. The
live auction will run from November 7-13. To view the quilts and attend the online
auction go to: www.getabidauctions.com/FestivalOfSharing.
Fall Play at Saint Paul Lutheran High—This year for drama we are performing “Clue”
written by Sandy Rustin and based on the screenplay of Jonathan Lynn. Our cast and
crew have been working hard on this production to make it possible. Our projected
dates are Friday, November 12th at 7 p.m. and Saturday, November 13th at 7 p.m.
We hope you will be able to join us for our production!
Blanket the County with Love—Thrivent is collecting blankets during the month of
November. These will be given to the Clothes Closet, the homeless and others in
need. If you would like to donate, please bring the blankets to either entrance of
the church where there will be a collection box located. New or gently used blankets
will be very much appreciated.
Poinsettias are now available to order. The deadline for ordering is November 24.
Options are red, white, pink and a red/white splash (candy cane). Prices are as
follows: small-$7 and large-$20. Pick up an order form at each entrance of the
church or by the mailboxes. All checks are to be made payable to Mary Martha
Guild. Leave your forms in Eunice Cobb’s mailbox.
Country Kitchen Cards are available! You can get 10 buy-one, get-one meal FREE
coupons for just $10.00. All proceeds go towards helping the youth group. See a
youth member, or you can stop by the office and purchase one.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. You may also place your offering in the plate in the Narthex.
Elders
Willie Crespo (last name begins A-H) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com
Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Caleb Thomas (last name begins Mc-R) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins S-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS STORE 2021

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
Tue & Thurs: 8am-5pm
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web,
viewing of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you
have any questions.

