October 10, 2021
LWML Weekend
AS WE GATHER
God’s people are called to live each hour of the day following the example set by
Jesus. Many Christian people find opportunity for personal devotion at the
beginning of the day or as the day draws to its close. Yet all day long there are
occasions for praying, praising, and giving thanks. In the formal worship sequence
observed in structured Christian communities such as monasteries, a noontime
service called Sext, named for noon—the sixth hour of the day, provided a midpoint
for a day filled with devotion. The psalmist affirms that every hour is a good hour to
bless the Lord, writing: “My tongue shall tell of Your righteousness and of Your
praise all the day long” (Psalm 35:28).
The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals).
Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

LWML
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an official auxiliary of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each
woman’s identity as a child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran
Women in Mission are women of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’
name and bold support of missions through Mite Box offerings. As Christians, we
have been given the kingdom of God to bear its fruit.

Prelude ................................................................................................. Cody Clemons
Welcome

Gathering Hymn ...........................................................“Father Welcomes” #605

Text and tune © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110003555

Rite of Holy Baptism for
Harvey Curtis Allison
(All will be asked to rise for the speaking of the Apostles’ Creed, then can be seated again.)

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Stand

Matins
Opening Verses .............................................................................................. page 219

Psalmody
Antiphon (Common) ..................................................................................... page 220

Venite........................................................................................................ pages 220-221

Antiphon (Common) ..................................................................................... page 221

Psalm 86:5-12 ..................................................................... (spoken responsively)
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

You, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.
In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you answer me.
There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like
yours.
All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord,
and shall glorify your name.
For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.
Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to
fear your name.
I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify
your name forever.

Sit

Office Hymn ................................................................................“In God We Believe”

Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110003555

Readings
Old Testament Reading .................................................... Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Seek the Lord and live,
lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel,
O you who turn justice to wormwood
and cast down righteousness to the earth! . . .
They hate him who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor him who speaks the truth.
Therefore because you trample on the poor
and you exact taxes of grain from him,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not dwell in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
For I know how many are your transgressions
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and turn aside the needy in the gate.
Therefore he who is prudent will keep silent in such a time,
for it is an evil time.
Seek good, and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
as you have said.
Hate evil, and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading ....................................................................... Hebrews 3:12-19
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart,
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as
long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness
of sin. For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the
end. As it is said,
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”
For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who
left Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did
he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient?
So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Holy Gospel .................................................................................... Mark 10:17-22
As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You
know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal,
Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And
he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking

at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 221

Sit

Sunday School VBS Song ........................................... “Jesus is My Treasure”
Children’s Message
Sermon....................... “Hardened Hearts Becoming Softened & Believing”
Stand

Canticle
Canticle Hymn ................................ “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” #934

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Offering
Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the entrance.
“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

LWML Pledge ............................................................................... (spoken in unison)
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend
His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task
of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.

Prayer
Kyrie.................................................................................................................. page 227

Lord’s Prayer ............................................................................................... page 227
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects....................................................................................................page 227-228

Collect of the Day (in unison)
Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help us to forsake
all trust in earthly gain and to find in You our heavenly treasure; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Additional Collects ending Amen.
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely
brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may
be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus ................................................................................................ page 228

Benediction ................................................................................................... page 228

Sending Hymn .................................................................... “Jesus in the Morning”

Tune and Tune: Public domain

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ............................................................................................... Cody Clemons
Matins from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Next week’s readings:
OT: Eccl 5:10-20; Epistle: Hebrews 4:1-13-16); Gospel: Mark 10:23-31
Attendance Last Saturday: 21
Total Offering: $14,661.33
Home Use: $14,035.42

Attendance Last Sunday: 62
Missions: $40.00
Benevolences/Non-Offering: $585.91

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers ....................................................................................... Jeremy VanWey
Greeters and Readers ................................................Ladies of the Mary Martha Guild
Musician .................................................................................................. Cody Clemons
Altar Committee.................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick,
Beryl Lindley, Susie Mills, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee ........................................................Eunice Cobb (Chair), Lori Sloan
This Week’s Schedule
Today
2:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
Monday-11
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday-12
9:30 a.m.

Country Club Care Center Service
“Down by the Riverside” Concert in Waverly
Exercise Class
Moms and Tots
Mary Martha Guild Meeting
Pastor at Monthly Circuit Meeting
Quilting

7:00 p.m.
Wednesday-13 9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Thursday-14
9:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Friday-15
9:30 a.m.
Saturday-16
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Sunday-17
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Church Council Meeting
Exercise Class
Bible Study
Pastor at Warrensburg Christian School
Games and Cards Group
Zoom Bible Class-“Forgiveness”
Exercise Group
Pastor’s Vacation (16th-25th)
Trustees’ Meeting
Holy Communion
Astronomy Night (Humphrey’s house)
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
Sunday School, Adult Bible Class
Holy Communion
Elders’ Meeting

Prayers
Of Rejoicing for Kayla McCarter and Feng “Eric” Xie, whose wedding ceremony
happened at Milestones on Saturday afternoon. May the Lord fill their life together
with much joy and ongoing goodness!
For the Baptized—Especially Harvey Curtis Allison (son of Corrine & Jeremy Allison
and little brother to Stella, and grandson of Bonnie & Mike Rich) as he is baptized
today and numbered among the fellowship of Christ’s followers!
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, undergoing and recovering from
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Don Aprill (Cindy
Schnell’s Dad), Paula Brewer, Michelle Brown, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Denise
(Penny Humphrey’s sister), Marion & Leona Droege, Renae Ernesti (Charlene
McCarter’s niece), Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Creed
Kueker (recovering from kidney transplant surgery), Bertina Markworth, Marty
Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Lynn Lowe, Kathy Marshall, Ron
McComas, Vivian Meyer (young daughter of Kaye Fair’s close friend), Johnny Nichol,
Ron Niemeyer, Jim Rudy, and Danielle Thomas.

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Gabe Crespo, Chance Hillsman.
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be
thankful enough for the gift of each other!
Youth Event
An Astronomy Night will be held on Saturday, October 16th from 7:00-8:45 p.m. at
Scott, Penny, & Abby Humphrey’s place. Our own resident astronomer/geologist
Mark Dudley will be pointing out wonders of the sky with his laser and telescope, all
of which remind us of the psalmist’s words about looking at the heavens and being
filled with awe at his work of setting the moon and the stars in place (see Psalm 8).
This is open to junior and high school youth, as well as younger children, their
parents, and other adults who might be interested too! Just make sure to RSVP to
Penny 660-441-8389 by this Wednesday, the 13th. Plan to bring a lawn chair, just in
case, and contact Penny if you need directions.
Annual Meeting
Bethlehem’s Annual Meeting is set for Sunday, November 7, after the church
service. Lunch snacks will be provided. You will be able to attend in person or online
via Zoom. Further details will be provided closer to the date.
Time and Talents—Church Council is looking for members to use their time and
talents to fill numerous positions on the 2022 Council Board. If you are able to serve,
please contact Jeremy VanWey or Alan Miller. Positions include: Council President,
Elders (3 needed), Trustees (2 needed) and Evangelism.
Worship Services
Saturday Services start at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also
watch Sunday’s Service live on Facebook and YouTube, or go to it directly from the
webpage at blchurch.com.
Sunday School and Christian Education
Sunday School for PreK-12th grade begins at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. These
are great opportunities for your children to grow in knowledge of Scripture and in
trust toward their Savior!

Faith Discussion and Bible Study
Saturday Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew follows the evening service (from
6:45 to 7:30 p.m. in the conference room) if enough people are present to have a
class. Consider joining us as we explore the life and ministry of Jesus.
A New Sunday Bible Study will be starting on October 31st (Reformation Day & All
Saints’/Hallows’ Eve)—perfect for this ending time of the Church Year and start of
the new one when we reflect on “last things.” Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the
New Creation will clear up popular misconceptions and root you more firmly in
believing and living through Christ’s own life, death, and resurrection. Plan on
joining us on that Sunday, and beyond, in the conference room from 9:15 to 10:10
a.m.
Zoom Bible Study—“Forgiveness-Making Peace with the Past” is taking place on
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to join us, please contact the office so we
can get you the study materials.
Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us About the Nature of God and His Love for
Us—a recent book by medical doctor and conservationist Matthew Sleeth—is the
topic of our Faith Night sessions on the first Wednesday of each month through
December; which makes the next session (“The Fruit of the Tree”) on November 3rd
from 5:30-6:45 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Bring your own dinner and join the
discussion. Everyone is welcome!
Fellowship
Mary Martha Guild will be meeting on Monday, October 11, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. with
a presentation by Lynn Lowe and Danielle Meloy-Thomas with American Senior
Benefits. Everyone, men and women are invited to the presentation. October
meeting to follow. Hope to see you there!
The Fall Concordia Zone Rally will be held on Saturday, October 16, 2021 at Our
Redeemer Church in Marshall. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., Rally begins at 9:00
a.m. If you are interested in attending, talk to any Guild Member for more
information.
Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith.
The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Anyone, men and women are welcome to come and play board games or cards.
Bring a game and a friend. If you have any questions, please contact Melvin Theroff.

The Quilting Group meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month from
9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. (September through May). Anyone is welcome to help with
this project. No special sewing skills needed. Bring your own lunch. If you have any
questions, please contact Georgia Luker.
Events & Opportunities
The Saint Paul Lutheran High School Singing Saints will be offering a FREE outdoor
concert "Down by the Riverside" on Sunday, October 10th at 4:00 pm at Eagle Bluff
Ranch in Waverly, MO. The concert will feature songs about water, Baptism,
fountains, rivers, nature, and more. Everyone is invited to attend and we will provide
a reception following the concert with fall-themed food and drink. The Singing Saints
are an internationally acclaimed concert choir from Saint Paul Lutheran High School,
the last LCMS residential high school, located in Concordia, MO. The location of the
concert, Eagle Bluff Ranch in Waverly, Missouri, sits on the Missouri River and
provides a beautiful venue and is located at 31827 US-65, Waverly, MO 64096.
Individuals & groups within Bethlehem plan to attend, so check with the office if you
need a ride.
Honey Sunday will be held on October 31. Purchase a bottle of honey: Change the
life of a child. Watch for more details in the bulletins and forms for ordering. Honey
sales supports the residential treatment and educational programs for the troubled,
complicated, and amazing children at Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. A suggested
donation is $10 per bottle. For more information or to order online go to
dakotaranch.org/orderhoney.
Country Kitchen Cards are available! You can get 10 buy-one, get-one meal FREE
coupons for just $10.00. All proceeds go towards helping the youth group. See a
youth member, or you can stop by the office and purchase one.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. You may also place your offering in the plate in the Narthex.
Elders
Willie Crespo (last name begins A-H) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com
Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Caleb Thomas (last name begins Mc-R) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins S-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

MARY MARTHA GUILD/LWML
The Mary Martha Guild meets monthly (except for July and August) at 7:00
pm in the Fellowship Hall. There is a program, business meeting and time
for fellowship. All ladies are welcome! For more information, contact Mary
Martha Guild president: Sheree Moody, 660-525-0822.
Projects for which we are responsible
Altar Paraments and Candles
Communion Setup
Rotation of Banners
Funeral Lunches
Aluminum Can Recycle Program

Stamp/Box top Collection
Fall Rummage Sale
Cards sent to MMG Members for
Birthdays and Bereavement
Other Projects as Needed

Lutheran Women
in Mission

United in …

The
Word

Service
Missions

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Congregational Life Facilitator:
Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith
Rebecca Stewart
Teresa Hillsman
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
Tue & Thurs: 8am-4pm
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
660-747-6742
Thursday by appointment
Thursday by appointment
officemanager@blchurch.com
clf@blchurch.com
financial@blchurch.com
Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for live streaming on the web,
viewing of the service on screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you
have any questions.

