July 18, 2021
AS WE GATHER
An old Jewish prayer begins, “Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe.”
To call God “King” is to acknowledge Him as the highest ruler over all. Earthly kings
never created the subjects of their rule out of nothing as has the one Creator God. So
much higher and more exalted than any earthly sovereign king is God. In the Old
Testament, God gave His people kings for their nation. But unlike the rulers of other
nations, Israel’s kings were to rule in God’s name and after His heart and will and word.
They were to rule God’s people like shepherds tending sheep, like David of old. Few,
however, were faithful to their calling. Through a king named Zedekiah, God both
condemned the former faithless kings and promised the future righteous Branch of the
great King David. In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus, God’s Son, having compassion on
people as a shepherd has compassion on the sheep. Because of Jesus’ blood and
righteousness, you have a King that cannot fail. He cares for you and will deliver you
safely to your eternal home.
REGARDING COMMUNION When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of blessing we
receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing in the body
of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 10:16-17). As a
people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to us
in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life of faith and following
him. Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy
Communion, if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
congregation and have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the
pastor or elder prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are
invited to cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing
during the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray. If you would like
to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the pastor for
a time of faith instruction and formation.

Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Prelude ......................................................... “Whispering Hope”, “Lamb of God”

Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn ............................“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” #711

Tune and text: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting One

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 151
P
C
P
C
P
C

P

C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn ...........................................“Praise and Thanksgiving”, #789

Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Kyrie ....................................................................................................... pages 152-153
(sung) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This is the Feast .......................................................................................... page 155
(sung) This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation ....................................................................................................... page 156
(sung) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for
all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge
Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

Old Testament ............................................................................Jeremiah 23:1-6
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!”
declares the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for
your evil deeds, declares the LORD. Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out
of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will
care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be
missing, declares the LORD.
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and
Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called:
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual ......................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

Epistle....................................................................................... Ephesians 2:11-22
Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who

once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is
our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing
the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace
to those who were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 156
(sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel ................................................................................................... Mark 6:30-44
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and
taught. And he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to
eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. Now many
saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the
towns and got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, his
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now
late. Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy
themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them something
to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of
bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do you
have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two
fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. So

they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and
the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and
gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish
among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve
baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those who ate the loaves were
five thousand men.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day ............... “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” #710

Text and tune: Public domain

Sit

Sermon.............................................. “A Day in the Life of Shepherd & Sheep”
Stand

Nicene Creed................................................................................................. page 158
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P . . . who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Offering
Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the west entrance.

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)

Offertory .............................................................................................. pages 159-160
(sung) What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Service of the Sacrament
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 160-162
(sung) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary. . . evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus ............................................................................................................. page 161
(sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth . . .
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei........................................................................................................ page 163
(sung) Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a
blessing). Distribution is happening at the altar rail, with both chalice and
individual cups available.

Communion Hymns ...................................................................... “Lord’s Prayer”
(Cathy Welsh-soloist)
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” #641

Text and tune: © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia, admin. International Liturgy Publications.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

“O Living Bread from Heaven” #642

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

Post Communion Canticle ................................. “Thank the Lord” page 164
(sung) Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post Communion Collect.......................................................................... page 166
P Let us pray.
C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 166
P (sung) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn ........................................ “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #643

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Tune: Public domain. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ..................................................................................... “Shine, Jesus, Shine”
Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Next week’s readings:
OT: Gen 9:8-17; Epistle: Eph 3:14-21; Gospel: Mark 6:45-56
Attendance Last Saturday: 31
Total Offering: $5,038.50
Home Use: $4,717.00

Attendance Last Sunday: 66
Missions: $150.00
Benevolences: $171.50

Serving us today:
Elders................................................................................ Willie Crespo, Caleb Thomas
Musicians ........................................ Lorraine Miller, Roy Schache, Rich Vanderburgh
Soloist ..................................................................................................... Cathy Welsh
Altar Committee.........................Cindy Schnell (Chair), Diana Hoemann, Judy Schache
Samantha Schnell, Stephanie Schumaker
Flower Committee ......................................... Karen Haase (Chair), Lana Vanderburgh
This Week’s Schedule
Monday-19
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday-20
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday-21
9:30 a.m.

Thursday-22
Friday-23
Saturday-24
Sunday-25

7:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Exercise Class
Moms and Tots
Pastor Off
Mission Board Meeting
Pastor Off
Exercise Class
No Bible Study
Midweek Devotional Communion Service
Games and Card Group
Zoom Bible Study—“Psalms-Poetry on Fire”
Exercise Class
Children’s Message
Outdoor Worship
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
Jr. and Sr. Youth Sunday School
Preschool/Elementary Sunday School
Worship Service

Absence
Pastor Joel will be off Monday through Wednesday. There will be no Wednesday
morning bible class this week.
Prayers
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, undergoing and recovering from
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization and rehabilitation: Paula Brewer,
Ray & Mary Carstensen, Denise (Penny Humphrey’s sister), Marion & Leona Droege,
Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Maxine Jaeger, Mary Johnson, Creed Kueker (the young
son of Trinity— Clinton’s pastor & his wife), Katie Kurz, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan
(Nicole Clemons’ father), Lynn Lowe, Kathy Marshall, Vivian Meyer (young daughter
of Kaye Fair’s close friend), Johnny Nichol, Jim Rudy, Pat Strayhorn (friend of a
member) and Bryan Tebbenkamp.
For Pregnant Mothers, especially Bridgette & Jonathan Sharp, Corinne & Jeremy
Allison, Bekah & Chris Kelley, and Kara & JeVon Savage. May the Lord grant good
health and joyful expectation!
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Gabe Crespo, Ethan Hillsman, Chance Hillsman and Logan LeBaige.
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request,
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be
thankful enough for the gift of each other!
Worship Services
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also watch it live on Facebook or
YouTube, or go to it directly from the webpage at blchurch.com.
Saturdays begin at 5:00 p.m. with a Children’s Message, and services start at 5:30
out back under the cottonwood tree (through September 4th). In case of inclement
weather, the service will be moved indoors. All of the Saturday services are nonCommunion devotional services.
Wednesday Communion Services are being held at 7:00 p.m. on the Wednesday
following the 1st, 3rd or 5th Communion Sunday—the next will be July
21st. These devotional services are focused on a different one of the nine fruits of

the Spirit each time. Consider making this part of your spiritual growth this
summer!
Sunday School for Preschool/Elementary
Children’s faith lessons are held each Saturday at 5:00 p.m. near the cottonwood
tree out back, half an hour before the Saturday service. Sunday’s faith lessons are
happening at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall downstairs. These are great
opportunities for your children to grow in knowledge of Scripture and in trust
toward their Savior!
Faith Discussion and Bible Study
Reforesting Faith—This book study/discussion group will be making a return this
late summer and into the fall. Only two people joined Pr. Joel for the first couple of
sessions last year, and then it was decided to table it ‘til this year. At least some of
it will be outdoors, but that will depend on who’ll be participating. If that’s you, let
Pr. Joel know a day or time that works best—otherwise he’ll select what seems a
good window. Based on Dr. Matthew Sleeth’s book of that name (subtitled “What
Trees Teach Us About the Nature of God and His Love for Us”), this is a great way to
get a better understanding of created life, Scripture, and faith more clearly through
the lenses of stewardship, salvation, and restoration.
“Reading Romans” Study on Sunday Mornings! We’re working through the
remaining chapters of this important biblical letter, and you’re more than welcome
to join us in the conference room from 9:15-10:10 a.m. as we cover a lot of good
ground yet together!
Sunday Youth Bible Study—Jeremy VanWey is currently leading a study that is
exploring C.S. Lewis’s classic on the wily ways of evil, The Screwtape Letters. Make
sure to make it, and spread the word to others so that a good group can work
through it together!
Zoom Bible Study—“Psalms: Poetry on Fire” by Brian Simmons. We will discuss
poetry of praises, prayers, and laments. We will discover the heart of God, explore
the heart of God, experience the heart of God, and share the heart of
God. This Zoom Bible study will be on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday & Saturday Bible Studies—Wednesday’s 10:30 a.m.—12 noon study
on 1 Peter has resumed; all are invited to join in this gathering in our conference
room. Saturday Bible studies will resume in September, after Labor Day.
Opportunities to Serve
Bethlehem’s Vegetable Garden was converted to raised beds this year and is
growing thanks to the recent rains balancing out all the heat. We’re also glad to have

a neighboring family helping out with everything and growing a box of their own!
Would you like to be in the group of regular garden helpers? Talk to Shawn Lindley
or Pr. Joel to get in the garden group and find out what needs to be done and when.
Many thanks!
Fellowship
Mary Martha Guild will be traveling to Clinton to have a picnic in the park with
Martha Friedmeyer on Monday, July 26. Please meet at the church at 4:45 p.m. so
we can carpool together. Martha will be providing drinks and asks everyone to bring
a dish to share. Martha has also offered to take everyone to Hanna Bananas for
dessert. If you have any questions, please contact Sheree Moody.
Exercise Class is being held at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in
the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise open to anyone, men or
women. For more information, contact Judy Smith.
The Games and Card Group meets on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Anyone, men and women are welcome to come and play board games or cards.
Bring a game and a friend. If you have any questions, please contact Melvin Theroff.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. You may also place your offering in the plate in the Narthex.
Elders
Willie Crespo (last name begins A-H) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com
Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com
Caleb Thomas (last name begins Mc-R) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins S-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Congregational Life Facilitator:
Bookkeeper:
Cindy Smith
Rebecca Stewart
Teresa Hillsman
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
Tue & Thurs: 8am-4pm
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
660-747-6742
clf@blchurch.com
Thurs. by appointment
officemanager@blchurch.com
financial@blchurch.com
Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

