
 



 
 

March 28, 2021 

 

AS WE GATHER  
The quarantine (literally, forty days) of Lent, a time of repentance, began on Ash 
Wednesday with an extended prayer and confession of sins, and with this reminder: 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The forty days (not 
including Sundays, which are considered “little Easters”) come to their conclusion 
now in the three holy days, or Triduum, of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday. Therefore these days center around the only sacrifice that gives us 
absolution, the forgiveness we so desire: the body and blood of the Lord’s Supper 
that proclaim the glorious substitutionary suffering and death of our Lord on the 
cross and interment in the tomb. Only in this way can a person know and believe 
what there is to be so happy about on Easter Sunday! 

 

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not 
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy 
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals). 

 
 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Scarlet is the color of blood—associated with the Lord’s passion (suffering). 

 

Near the large cross by the pulpit is a basket with slips of paper, pencils, and tacks. 
Feel free to write down any of your burdens, worries, wrongs, and sins and tack them 
to the cross at any time during this season of Lent. They will not be read but removed 
on Good Friday and burned in the Easter Vigil fire on Holy Saturday. Our Lord takes 
our darkness and replaces it with his light!  

 

 
 
Prelude ....................................................... Rich Vanderburgh, Lorraine Miller 

(“Sonata 5 in C” Mvts 1-2 (BWV 526), by: J. S. Bach) 
 
 

 

  



Procession of Palms 
Please rise and turn to face the Narthex 

 
 

Welcome 

 

Invocation 

 

P  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer for Palm Sunday 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the 
holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those 
who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 
branches be for us signs of his victory, and may it be that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen.  

 

Processional Gospel .................................................................... John 12:12-36 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is 
written, 

 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
 behold, your king is coming, 
  sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had 
been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out 
of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason 
why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. So 
the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after him.” 



Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 
So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, 
we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life 
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If 
anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The 
crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An 
angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not 
mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. So the crowd 
answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How 
can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So 
Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does 
not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you 
may become sons of light.” 

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.  
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 

(All are welcome to wave a palm while singing the processional hymn.) 
 

 

Processional Hymn .............. “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” #442 (1, 3, 4) 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Matins 

Opening Verses .............................................................................................. page 219 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 



Psalmody 
Antiphon ............................................................................................................ page 220 

 
 

Venite ........................................................................................................ pages 220-221 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Antiphon ............................................................................................................ page 220 

 

 

 
Psalm 118:19-29 ..................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

 

(All are welcome to wave a palm while speaking this psalm together.) 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 that I may enter through them 
 and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
 and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; 
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
 O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, 
 and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
 up to the horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
 you are my God; I will extol you. 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
 for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

Sit  

 



Office Hymn ................... “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” #438 (1-3) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 



Readings 
Old Testament Reading ....................................................... Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading .................................................................... Philippians 2:5-11 
 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Responsory Hymn .............................. “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” #443 (3) 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon .................................................................................... “Passionate Mission”  

Stand 

Canticle 
 

Hymn of Praise ....... “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” #941 (3) 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. CPH. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555, Tune: Public domain 
 

 

Offering 

Offering plates are not being passed during the service; worshipers may place their 
offerings into the plate located at the entrance. 

“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15-16)  
 

 

Offertory Hymn  ..................................... Rich Vanderburgh, Lorraine Miller  
(“Sonata in E-Flat, Mvt 2”, (BWV 1031), by: J. S. Bach) 

 

Kyrie .................................................................................................................. page 227 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer  ............................................................................................... page 227 

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  



 

Collects............................................................................................................. page 227 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day (in unison) 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that 
we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made 
partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Additional Collects ending Amen. 

P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 
brought us to the beginning of this day.  Defend us in the same with Your 
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may 
be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Benedicamus ................................................................................................ page 228 

 

 
 

Benediction ................................................................................................... page 228 

 



 

 
 

Sending Hymn ............................. “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” #441 (1-5) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

Postlude ..................................................... Rich Vanderburgh, Lorraine Miller 
(“Sonata 5 in C” Mvt 3 (BWV 529), by: J. S. Bach) 

 

 
Matins from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran 
Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
 



Next week’s readings: 
Isaiah 25:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 

 
 

Attendance Last Saturday:  41                                        Attendance Last Sunday: 49   

Lenten Midweek Service: 32   
Total Offering: $6,420.10 Missions: $100.00 

Home Use: $5,770.10 Benevolences: $550.00 

Serving us today: 
Elders/Ushers ............................................................................................ Willie Crespo 
Musicians ................................................................ Rich Vanderburgh, Lorraine Miller 
Altar Committee ...................................... Darlene Laubenstein (Chair), Karon Harding, 
 Esther Keseman, Georgia Luker  
Flower Committee ........................................ Penny Humphrey (Chair), Sheree Moody 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s Schedule  
Today 1:00 p.m. Youth Catechesis 
Monday 10:00 a.m. Moms and Tots 
Thursday 5:00 p.m. Altar Bread Making  
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
Friday 12:00 p.m. Good Friday Noonday Prayer Service 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service (Service will be livestreamed) 
Saturday 11:00 a.m. Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
 7:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Service (Begins out front) 
Sunday 6:30 a.m. Greet the Rising “Sun/Son” Prayer Service (Out front) 
 7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Communion Service (Must sign-up) 
  (Service will be livestreamed) 
 10:30 a.m. Easter Celebration Communion Service (Must sign-up) 
 
Prayers  

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, undergoing and recovering from 
surgery, as well as going through hospitalization & rehabilitation: Don Apprill (Cindy 
Schnell’s dad), Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Scott Compton (Bob & 
Barbara’s son), Carie (Julie Crespo’s friend), Crystal McDaniel (Diane McComas’s 
daughter) Denise (Penny Humphrey’s sister), Marion & Leona Droege, Laney Etters, 
Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Sharon Hochsprung, Mary Johnson, Creed Kueker (Pr. 
Jesse Kueker’s son—Trinity, Clinton), Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ 
father), Kathy Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Jim Rudy, Pat Spanton, Bryan Tebbenkamp, 



Lynne Trimble (Kaye Fair’s sister). We remember as well all who are dealing with 
COVID—19, especially the healthcare providers who are working to prevent, stem 
the spread, and treat those who are ill!  

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Brittany and Joe Brown and Bridgette and 
Jonathan Sharp as they await childbirth next month and this summer, respectively. 
May the Lord grant good health and joyful expectation! 

For Seminarian Jonathan Sharp (and his wife Bridgette) as he continues his studies 
and prepares to receive his vicarage assignment at the end of April. 

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Ethan Hillsman, Chance Hillsman and Logan LeBaige. 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request, 
contact Pr. Joel or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and 
needing to talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate 
to call or text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the 
Holy Spirit and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be 
thankful enough for the gift of each other!  

Worship Services (Masks required at all services) 

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. You can also watch it live on Facebook or 
YouTube, or go to it directly from the webpage at blchurch.com. 

Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m. Holy Communion is observed on 1st, 3rd and 5th 
weekends of the month.  

Easter Sunday we will be having two services, both with Communion. Sunrise 
service will be at 7:00 a.m. and Easter celebration service will be at 10:30 a.m. A 
sign-up for services has been sent out via email.  If you do not have email, please 
call the office to sign up.  We will be livestreaming the 7:00 a.m. service for those 
choosing to stay home or be elsewhere. A blessed preparation for Easter once again! 

The Men’s Club will be handing out Hot Cross Buns on Easter morning in lieu of the 
Easter breakfast.  The Hot Cross Buns will be made fresh from our own Green Truck 
Bakery here in Warrensburg the day before. Keep your eyes open to learn more 
about these and their meaning for Easter Sunday. 

The Fellowship Board will be handing out a special gift to everyone on Easter 
Sunday, as well as treat bags to the children. 

Opportunities to Serve 

Bethlehem’s Spring Mission Festival will be celebrated on the weekend of April 10-



11 under the theme “Mission in Motion.” You will hear about the various forms of 
outreach and service that happen on a regular and occasional basis in our 
congregation. There are many opportunities to serve, and we hope that you learn 
about one to support or get involved with—if not already doing so! 

SHINE! A Community Day of Service is planned for the morning of Saturday, April 
17 here at Bethlehem (10 a.m. to noon, to be exact)! Each congregation in the 
Missouri District is encouraged to do something good in and for its community in 
late April to let our light shine so that others may see and give glory to our heavenly 
Father here on earth with us (as Jesus said, Matthew 5:16). We are planning a Spring 
Giveaway of items from Amazon’s product philanthropy program, as well as other 
items accessed through our membership in the Jeremiah 29:11 warehouse, 
highlighting our community garden, and having a splendid spring morning of giving, 
receiving, and sharing. Everyone can help in some way, so let the church office know 
if you’d like to be a part of this fun endeavor or keep your eyes open for the sign-
up! More details will be coming, but it will take some doing setting up earlier that 
morning and taking down in the afternoon.   

Bethlehem’s Community Garden began its overhaul last fall and winter with the 
building of raised beds for this year’s growing season, and recently got a dump-truck 
load of topsoil. This is an exciting new venture to which everyone is welcome to 
participate, and spring planting will be coming up soon! Pick up one of the new 
pamphlets to learn more, talk to Pr. Joel or Shawn Lindley if you’d like to know more, 
or take a stroll to the far end of our backyard to see for yourself. Keep your eyes and 
ears open for ways to be involved! 

Faith Discussion and Bible Study 

“Reading Romans” Study on Sunday Mornings! To all who attended the Sunday 
Bible study last year and didn’t think we’d finish Romans by the end of the year, you 
were right! We have resumed class from 9:15-10:10 a.m., keeping it a bit shorter 
while still packing a lot in. We’ll be meeting in the conference room, unless you hear 
otherwise. Please consider joining us! 

“With God in the Garden” Study on Thursday Evenings! Gardening is more than 
growing flowers, fruits, and vegetables.  It is a spiritual experience that allows us to 
reflect on our lives, sins, and biblical truths.  Martin Luther wrote, God is entirely 
and personally present in the wilderness, in the garden, and in the field.  This Zoom 
Bible Study will begin Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m.  We will be using “With God in 
the Garden” by Christianity Today International.  If you are interested in finding God 
in your garden, please contact Rebecca or Cindy.  



Easter Season/Spring Bible Study & Discussion Groups—Pr. Joel plans to offer the 
study Death, Heaven, Resurrection, and the New Creation (by Kent Burreson and 
Beth Hoeltke at Concordia Seminary, with whom he’s worked on projects) during the 
Easter season, as well as restarting the study and discussion Reforesting Faith (What 
Trees Teach Us About the Nature of God and His Love for Us) this spring. Keep a 
lookout for days and times based on the responses he received!       

Youth 

Sunday Youth Bible Study—Jeremy VanWey has started a new one that is exploring 
C.S. Lewis’s classic on the wily ways of evil, The Screwtape Letters. Make sure to 
make it, and spread the word to others so that a good group can work through it 
together! 

District Virtual Youth Gathering—Take Heart!  Participate in this special Youth 
Gathering at Bethlehem on Saturday, April 10. Food, snacks and drinks will be 
provided starting at 6:30 p.m. The event goes live at 7:00 p.m., with live Emcees 
leading participants through speaker sessions with Rev. Dr. Gerard Bolling, 
reflection discussions, music from Bread of Stone, and will wrap the evening with a 
live Q&A session around 10:00pm. There is no cost to participate. We will meet in 
the church basement and take part in the event on the big screen.  Bring a neighbor 
or a friend or two. 

Fellowship 

Exercise Class will start back up after Easter.  Class starts at 9:30 a.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays in the Fellowship Hall. This class is low impact exercise 
open to anyone. For more information, contact Judy Smith. 

Card Group will start back up after Easter.  They will meet on Thursday at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Anyone is welcome to join in for some games, coffee and 
fellowship.  If you have any questions, please contact Melvin Theroff. 

Upcoming Events 

Holy Thursday Altar Bread Making—Join us in the kitchen as we pray our way 
through the steps and make the bread to be used for the Communion service that 
evening. Anyone is welcome to participate on the 1st at 5:00 p.m. 

Easter Egg Hunt—The Fellowship Board will be having an Easter Egg Hunt for 
children on Saturday, April 3, starting at 11:00 a.m.  Bring your Easter baskets ready 
to hunt 500 eggs.  There will also be 3 special GOLDEN EGGS. 

 

 



Offerings 

You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate 
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering 
called “Simply Giving”.   

Elders 

Jeff Harris (last name begins A-E) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com 
Willie Crespo (last name begins F-H) 660-679-8121, willie.crespo@fairwaymc.com 
Jack Easterwood (last name begins I-Ma) 660-678-2045, easter.egg2380@gmail.com 
Caleb Thomas (last name begins Mc-R) 660-441-2010, calebthomas50@gmail.com 
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins S-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why do we celebrate “Palm Sunday”? 

The Sunday before Jesus was crucified by the people, they honored and adored Him 
as their Lord and king with palm branches. We remember this as the beginning of 
Christ’s bitter walk to the cross.  

 

Why did the people honor and adore Jesus on 
Palm Sunday and then kill Him on Good Friday? 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the people began to praise and 
honor Him as their king. They believed Him to be a powerful leader who would 
overthrow the Roman government and restore Israel. When Jesus did not do this, 
the people wanted Him crucified. You and I know what kind of a king He is. He’s a 
king who came to die for the sins of His people. Wow! What a king!  

 

mailto:easter.egg2380@gmail.com
mailto:jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com


HOLY WEEK 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE 
April 1-7:00 p.m. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY NOONDAY PRAYER 

April 2-12:00 p.m. 
  

GOOD FRIDAY 
(Service will also be livestreamed) 

April 2-7:00 p.m. 
  

SATURDAY EASTER VIGIL 
(Begins out front) 
April 3-7:00 p.m. 

  
GREET THE RISING “SUN/SON” 

(Begins out front) 
April 4-6:30 a.m. 

 
EASTER SUNRISE COMMUNION SERVICE 

(Sign up required) 
(Service will also be livestreamed) 

April 4-7:00 a.m. 
  

EASTER CELEBRATION COMMUNION SERVICE 
(Sign up required) 
April 4-10:30 a.m. 



Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

Our Vision 
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 

we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 
Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 
660-747-6742 

officemanager@blchurch.com 
 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 
Rebecca Stewart 
MTW: 8am-2pm 

Thursday by appointment 
clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 
Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 3pm–6pm 
Thursday by 
appointment 

financial@blchurch.com 
 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on 
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions. 

mailto:clf@blchurch.com
mailto:financial@blchurch.com

