


 
November 25, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 
A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition in this nation. But 
thankfulness to God is something that transcends national borders and the 
boundaries of time. God’s people are always thankful people, for they know what 
great things He has done and continues to do for them. In Martin Luther’s 
explanation of the First Article of the Creed, he states that in response to God’s great 
gifts, it is the Christian’s “duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” Our 
worship is one way through which we carry out that joyful duty. 

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not 
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy 
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals). 

 
 
 

Liturgical Color: 
White is the color of purity and is associated with festivals of Christ and his Church 

 

Prelude ............................................................................................... Lorraine Miller 

Announcements & Welcome 

Gathering Hymn .... “Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness” #788 (1-2, 6) 

 

 

 

⁺Thanksgiving Eve⁺ 



 

 
 

Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Stand 

Vespers 

Opening Verses .............................................................................................. page 229 

 



 
 

Psalmody  
Sit 

Psalm 23 Hymn .................. “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want” #710 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Readings 
Old Testament Reading ........................................... Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 “When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an 
inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, you shall take some of 
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the 
place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. And 
you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare 



today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to 
our fathers to give us.’ Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and 
set it down before the altar of the LORD your God. 
 “And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering 
Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in 
number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. And the 
Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. Then we 
cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw 
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs 
and wonders. And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey. And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the 
LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. And you shall rejoice in all 
the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the 
Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.” 
 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading ................................................................ 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has 
made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is 
written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
 his righteousness endures forever.” 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their 
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing 
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, 
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift! 
 

 



P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Holy Gospel ..................................................................................... Luke 12:13-21 

 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 

P  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Common Responsory ............................................................................... page 230 

P  Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth. 

C  Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

P  Unite my heart to fear Your name that I may walk in Your truth. 

C  Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C  Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

 

Sit  

Sermon ...................................................... “Stewarding Scarcity & Abundance”  

Stand  

Canticle 
Magnificat Hymn ......................................................... “My Soul Rejoices” #933 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Offering 

Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their 
offerings into the plate located at the entrance. 

Prayer 
Kyrie .................................................................................................................. page 233 

 
 



Lord’s Prayer  ............................................................................................... page 233 

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Collects............................................................................................................. page 233 

P  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C  And let my cry come to You. 

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in 
willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, or Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Benedicamus ................................................................................................ page 234 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 



Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 234 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  Amen. 

Sending Hymn ...................................... “For the Fruits of His Creation” #894 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

Postlude ............................................................................................. Lorraine Miller  
 

Vespers from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture 
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 



This Week’s Schedule: 
Thursday  Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed 
Friday  Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Holy Communion 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9  
 9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at 
   www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab) 

 9:30 a.m.  Jr. and Sr. Youth Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
  

Prayers   

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and 
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Mike Chasar,  
Marion & Leona Droege, Wilma Gertz, Mary Ann Hein, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann 
(Bonnie Rich’s father), Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), 
Mary Johnson, Wanda Kreisel, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), 
Kathy Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Jaden Ring, Jim Rudy, Rose Steitz, and Paula Willis 
(Bonnie Rich’s friend). We remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, 
especially the healthcare providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, 
and treat those who are ill! 

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Brittany Brown as she and her husband await 
childbirth next year. May the Lord grant good health and joyful expectation 

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Ethan Hillsman, Chance Hillsman and Logan LeBaige. 

Congregational Care 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for 
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to 
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or 
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit 
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful 
enough for the gift of each other. 

Worship Services 

Advent Services will start on December 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  Once again, we will make 
use of the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer. Our theme this year is Upheaving 

http://www.blchurch.com/


HOPE—focusing on the actions of Humbling, Orienting, Packing, and Escaping 
(through the lens of Mary’s Magnificat and portions of Isaiah). Weekly video 
devotions will be tied to the theme as well.  

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m.  Masks are required at this service.  You can also 
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage. 

Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m., with masks are required. The order of worship 
is the shorter service of Early Evening Prayer. Holy Communion is observed on 1st, 
3rd and 5th weekends of the month, as has been our regular practice.   

Youth 

Sunday School classes for the middle and high school grades have started back up. 
Join us on Sunday’s at 9:30 a.m. in the youth room. 

Faith Discussion & Bible Study 

“Advent of the Savior”—Zoom bible class for Advent will be held on the first three 
Thursdays in December at 7:00 p.m.  Our lessons will be “To Us a Child Is Born,” 
“Waiting and Hoping,” and “Nothing Is Impossible.”  If you would like to join, please 
contact Cindy or Rebecca.  You will receive materials and a link for the zoom class.  

 

Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page. 

Upcoming Events 

Hanging of the Greens will take place on Monday, November 30, starting at 6:30 
p.m.  Everyone from the congregation is encouraged to come help prepare our 
sanctuary for the Advent season.  Drinks and light snacks will be provided by Larry 
and Karen Haase. 

Christmas Store—The year 2020 has been a struggle for everyone, but especially 
those who lack the means for food security. This is the 47th year for the Christmas 
Store project in Warrensburg.  The goal is to serve every family needing a meal by 
raising $20,000.  This year instead of collecting food all donations will need to be 
in cash due to the pandemic.  The plan is to give vouchers for perishable items such 
as meat, dairy, and fresh produce.   You can mail donations to Christmas Store 2020 
c/o Shiloh Baptist Church, 212 Main Street, Warrensburg or Donate online at 
www.communitymannaharvest.com and use the Christmas Store Button. 
 

Offerings 

You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate 
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering 
called “Simply Giving”.  Go to our website, click on the tab, “Worship Online”. 

http://www.communitymannaharvest.com/


Many thanks to all who have given regularly and generously to the Bethlehem 
Emergency Fund! It is very healthy during this lean time and well-positioned to 
continue timely assistance to those in need in our church family and community. 

Elders 

Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727, 
wittmaier@gmail.com 
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com 
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698, 
jshoe_1@charter.net 
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com 

 
 

Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 
Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 
660-747-6742 

officemanager@blchurch.com 

 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 
Rebecca Stewart 
MTW: 8am-2pm 

Thursday by appointment 
clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 
Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 3pm–6pm 
Thursday by appointment 
financial@blchurch.com 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on 
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions. 
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