November 22, 2020
The Last Sunday of the Church Year
AS WE GATHER
Today is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. This Sunday is traditionally filled with
themes of Christ’s roles as King and Judge. But consider these words from Psalm 95:
“We are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.” We are God’s chosen
sheep. He is our Shepherd. We follow Him as He goes to seek the lost, bring back
the stray, and bind up the injured.
The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals).
Liturgical Color:
White is the color of purity and is associated with festivals of Christ and his Church
The Feast of Christ the King (from Steve Bell’s Pilgrim Year)
The Feast of Christ the King is the last Sunday of the Western Church’s calendar year
before we start all over, rehearsing (reharrowing) the great gospel story that begins with
the preparatory season of Advent.
…[T]he tension between ruler and ruled is precisely the point of this feast. Exactly
what kind of king is this who volunteers obscurity, who condescends (with passion) to walk
among the lowly, sharing their burdens and humiliations, and whose rule paradoxically
accomplishes the liberation rather than the oppressive servitude of his subjects?
What kind of kingdom is it where the lofty are brought down and the lowly lifted up,
where the marginalized are brought into the centre, where the weak are heralded as its
prized citizens?…
Jesus radically redefined the nature of kingship when he said, “Whoever wishes to
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among
you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45).
(You can listen to Steve’s song “High Above the Fray” (adapted from Psalm 113) by going
to www.pilgrimyear.com/songs and clicking on the last (green) box for Ordinary Time.)

Prelude ..................................................................................................Sheri Mattson
Announcements & Welcome
Processional Hymn ................................ “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” #457
Please rise and turn to face the processional cross at the back of the Nave.

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Service of Prayer and Preaching
Opening Versicles (Common) ................................................................. page 260
P This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle ................................................................. pages 261-262

Sit

Readings
Old Testament ......................................................... Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from
all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I
will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be
their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of
my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice. . . .
“Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them
abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge
between sheep and sheep. And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I,
the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am
the Lord; I have spoken.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 95 ...................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Epistle Reading ......................................................... 1 Corinthians 15:20–28
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God
the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But
when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who
put all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to him, then
the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under
him, that God may be all in all.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Holy Gospel ............................................................................ Matthew 25:31–46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed

by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison
and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did
not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did
not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to
you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Hymn ................ “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” #848 (1-2)

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Tune: Public domain

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 263
P
C
P
C
P
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Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.

Catechism (All) ............................................................................................. page 264
Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Sermon...............................................................................“Realm, Reign, Domain”
Hymn .......................................................................... “We Are But Pilgrims Here”
(Tune: “Heaven is my Home”)

We are but pilgrims here, / Earth is our home.
Not always seen so clear, / Earth is our home.
No matter where we stand, / Round us on ev’ry hand;
Earth is our motherland, / Earth is our home.

Made by the Lord Divine, / Earth is our home;
Who made the water wine, / Earth is our home.
Pledge of the wedding feast, / For greatest and the least,
May we all live in peace, / Earth is our home.
When on that coming day, / Heaven and Earth;
Made new, so boldly say, / “Christ is our worth!”
Tears He will wipe away, / And with His creatures stay,
For the eternal day –of—Heaven and Earth.
I wrote this hymn text in 2014 as a corollary to Thomas R. Taylor’s well-known
“I’m But a Stranger Here,” which taken on its own can seem a total disparagement
of the Lord’s good but suffering Creation. Many have found comfort in that hymn’s
longing for heaven during times of hardship and loss, so I didn’t want to discredit the
validity of that but did want to direct attention to the biblical truths that the Lord
made the earthly realm “very good” (Gen. 1:31), that the Son of God entered it fully
in order to redeem and restore it (John 1:14), and that we long for the day when the
“holy city” comes down from heaven to earth and God dwells with people once again
in a new and fulfilled way (Rev. 21:1-4).
Thomas Taylor (1807-1835) lived a short life, as you can see, plagued by ill
health and the bleak hope of recovery—which comes through his “I’m But a Stranger
Here” hymn (which has appeared in 601 hymnals). His much lesser known hymn
“Earth, with Her Ten Thousand Flowers” (in only 64 hymnals, with the refrain: “God
is love”) shows that earthly life was not all “desert drear” to him and that he also
saw the abundant goodness of the Lord’s Creation too. My text is in that vein, linking
up with the realization of Psalm 84:4: “Blessed are those whose strength is in you, O
Lord, whose hearts are set on the pilgrim’s way!” and the conviction we state in the
Nicene Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come.” This year has given plenty of occasions for being reminded of that! (JRK)

Prayers
Prayers ............................................................................................................ page 265
P Let us pray to the Lord,
C Lord, have mercy.
…
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Offering
Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the entrance.

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living
and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on
the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Morning Prayer....................................................................................... (page 266)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing ........................................................................................................... page 267
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn ................................. “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” #515 (3-4)

Text and tune: Public domain

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ................................................................................................... Sheri Mattson
Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

Attendance: Last Saturday: 16
Attendance Last Sunday: 39
Attendance Wednesday: 13
Total Offering: $13,700.00
Missions: $20.00
Home Use: $10,314.00
Benevolences: $3,366.00

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers ............................................................. Jeremy VanWey, Brady VanWey
Musicians ................................................................................................ Sheri Mattson
Altar Committee..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick
Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith
This Week’s Schedule:
Monday
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
5:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

4-H Meeting
Pastor’s Vacation Day
Thanksgiving Eve Service
Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed
Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed
Holy Communion
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
9:30 a.m. Jr. and Sr. Youth Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion

Daily Readings
November 22: Daniel 2:24–49; Revelations 19:1–21; November 23: Daniel 3:1–30;
Revelations 20:1–15; November 24: Daniel 4:1–37; Revelations 21:1–8; November
25: Daniel 5:1–30; Revelations 21:9–27; November 26: Daniel 6:1–28; Revelations
22:1–21; November 27: Isaiah 1:1–28; 1 Peter 1:1–12; November 28: Isaiah 2:1–22;
1 Peter 1:13–25.
Prayers
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Mike Chasar,
Marion & Leona Droege, Wilma Gertz, Mary Ann Hein, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann
(Bonnie Rich’s father), Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece),
Mary Johnson, Wanda Kreisel, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father),
Kathy Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Jaden Ring, Jim Rudy, and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s
friend). We remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the
healthcare providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those
who are ill!
For Pregnant Mothers, especially Brittany Brown as she and her husband await
childbirth next year. May the Lord grant good health and joyful expectation
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Ethan Hillsman, Chance Hillsman and Logan LeBaige.
Congregational Care
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful
enough for the gift of each other.
Prayer Shawls are a way to comfort the grieving, provide hope to the weary, and
celebrate new life, among other things. If you know of someone who would benefit
from receiving a prayer shawl, please contact the church office.
Worship Services
Thanksgiving Eve Service—Gather together in our sanctuary on Wednesday,
November 25 at 7:00 p.m. to ground ourselves anew in a life of gratitude.

Advent Services will start on December 2 at 7:00 p.m. We will make use of Holden
Evening Prayer, once again.
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Masks are required at this service. You can also
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage.
Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m., with masks are required. The order of worship
is the shorter service of Early Evening Prayer. Holy Communion is observed on 1st,
3rd and 5th weekends of the month, as has been our regular practice.
Youth
Sunday School classes for the middle and high school grades have started back up
today. Join us on Sunday’s at 9:30 a.m. in the youth room.
Faith Discussion & Bible Study
“Advent of the Savior”—Zoom bible class for Advent will be held on the first three
Thursday in December at 7:00 p.m. Our lessons will be “To Us a Child Is Born,”
“Waiting and Hoping,” and “Nothing Is Impossible.” If you would like to join, please
contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining this class. You will receive
materials and a link for the zoom class.
Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page.
Upcoming Events
Hanging of the Greens will take place on Monday, November 30, at 6:30 p.m. Due
to Covid, there will be no meal beforehand. Everyone from the congregation is
encouraged to come help prepare our church for the Advent season.
Blanket the County with Love—This is the last week to get your blankets (new or
slightly used) in for the Thrivent Blanket Drive. There is a collection box by the North
Entrance.
Poinsettias—We have received only two orders for Poinsettias this year. If you
would like to order one but do not want to chance being out due to Covid, you can
call the church and order over the phone then send the payment to the church or
Eunice Cobb, Post Office Box 832, Warrensburg, MO 64093. Please remember to
make your check payable to Mary Martha Guild and let me know what size and color
you would like: Red, White, Pink, and Marble; sizes 6", 8", and 10". The cost is $7,
$20, $25, and respectively. (Order form is printed in the bulletin).
Christmas Store—The year 2020 has been a struggle for everyone, but especially
those who lack the means for food security. This is the 47th year for the Christmas
Store project in Warrensburg. The goal is to serve every family needing a meal by
raising $20,000. This year instead of collecting food all donations will need to be

in cash due to the pandemic. The plan is to give vouchers for perishable items such
as meat, dairy, and fresh produce. You can mail donations to Christmas Store 2020
c/o Shiloh Baptist Church, 212 Main Street, Warrensburg or Donate online at
www.communitymannaharvest.com and use the Christmas Store Button.
Christkindlesmarkt— You are invited to Concordia’s first annual German Christmas
market—the Saint Paul Christkindlesmarkt, held on the 40-acre campus of Saint Paul
Lutheran High School. The market will be outdoors, and open from 4pm to 9pm on
Friday, December 11th and on Saturday, December 12th from 11am to 9pm. The
official opening ceremony, which includes the lighting of the tree, the introduction
of the Concordia Christkind, and a performance by the Saint Paul Chamber Choir, is
on Friday at 6pm. The closing concert for the weekend’s events will be on Sunday,
December 13th at 3pm in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. The market will also include
traditional fresh German Christmas food and drink for sale, all kinds of fun activities
for children, and live stage entertainment throughout the day and evening. Please
see our Facebook page “Saint Paul Christkindlesmarkt” for more details or visit the
website at www.splhs.org/events.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. Go to our website, click on the tab, “Worship Online”.
Many thanks to all who have given regularly and generously to the Bethlehem
Emergency Fund! It is very healthy during this lean time and well-positioned to
continue timely assistance to those in need in our church family and community.
Elders
Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727,
wittmaier@gmail.com
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698,
jshoe_1@charter.net
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

Christmas Poinsettias
Order by November 22nd
The poinsettia plants will be purchased from Warrensburg High School Ag Department
again this year. You may purchase poinsettias for BLC or even for your own home.
Color choices include: Red, White, Pink and Marble.
Prices and pot sizes include: $7.00-6”, $20-8” and $25-10”
If you would like to help with the purchase of one of these plants for the further
beautification of our Lord’s house, we would very much appreciate your support again
this year. Your purchase can be made in memory of loved ones or in honor of a special
person in your life or in thanksgiving for God’s blessings.
Please complete this form and put it in Eunice Cobb’s mail box together with your
check/cash. Please make checks payable to Mary-Martha Guild. If you pay cash, please
be sure your name is on the envelope so you will get credit for your payment. If you have
any questions, please call Eunice Cobb at 747-5480 or 816-809-4246.
Thank you so very much for your support. May God grant you and your family a Blessed,
Joyous Christmas.

Name _____________________________________________
In Memory of: _______________________________________
In Honor of: _________________________________________
To the Glory of God: __________________________________

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
MTW: 8am-2pm
Thursday by appointment
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

